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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NOVEMBER 2011 SESSION 
 
 
Third Day - Evening Special Joint Meeting Tuesday, November 15, 2011 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
6:30p.m. Present were Chairman Angenie McCleary, Vice Chairman Tom Bowman, Commissioner 
Lawrence Schoen; Blaine County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Administrator Derek Voss; Carey Mayor Randall 
Patterson, Carey City Council members Michael Adamson, Greg Carlson, Dustin Colton and Vonnie 
Olsen; City Clerk Tess Cenarrusa; City Attorney Adam King; Bob Simpson; Joe Dilworth; Clare 
Swanger; Harry Griffith; Rick Baird, Friedman Memorial Airport; Heber and Rosalie Kirkland; Mike 
Stephens, Pioneers Alliance; Tom Duffy; and Morgan Drage. 
 
Mayor Patterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Chairman McCleary introduced the county commissioners and issues. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE AND DISCUSSION WITH SUSTAIN BLAINE 

Sustain Blaine Executive Director Harry Griffith 

Sustain Blaine has been working on profiles for each city in the county. Mr. Griffith provided an update on 
the profiles (handout). Explained purpose of Sustain Blaine and stated they will be doing an update on the 
City of Carey and the rural county. Economic forum regarding air service for the Blaine County community 
is in process, and will focus on economic benefits to community, not on the airport itself. Business retention 
and expansion surveys are being conducted, and will help identify processes that can help businesses as 
well as being able to attract new businesses to the area. Discussion took place with Mayor regarding the 
level of “attractiveness” or business friendliness of the state to business. McCleary asked about the Carey 
economic group – Ben Alexander got a grant to study Carey economics and they formed a local group that 
started the community thinking about unusual things such as a mountain bike race, movies at the park, 
pavilion that is going in at the city park – with the goal of getting people to stop and spend time instead of 
just passing through.  
 
AIRPORT PROJECT UPDATE AND DISCUSSION 

Friedman Memorial Airport Manager Rick Baird 

Rick started by saying that Carey should care about the airport because it can help the economy of the 
county and a healthy county economy benefits the city of Carey. Update started in August with the 
suspension of the EIS process, due to wildlife (sage grouse) and affordability concerns. Past focus has 
been on relocation, suspension caused FAA to suggest looking for other viable options. New public 
process looking at existing site has been ongoing – including possibility of expansion. Airport will not close, 
but the “most public” part is the commercial aviation and that is the part that is in jeopardy. First look will be 
to see if reliability at the current airport can be improved. If reliability can be improved, current airport 
improvements may be able to take place and cure the problem. If reliability can’t be improved FAA may 
make changes.  
 
FAA runway safety and object free areas cannot be met, but may be able to be corrected with minimal 
expansion. Reliability is the most important issue. Rick explained current issue with minimums and how 
they affect reliability. Need to identify direction soon – possibly within the next 12 months. Asked attendees 
to express their opinions. 
 
LAND, WATER AND WILDLIFE LEVY UPDTE AND DISCUSSION 

Land, Water and Wildlife Levy Advisory Board (LAB) Consultant Clare Swanger 

Clare provided a history and explanation of the program, including passage of the 2008 levy and 
organization of the Levy Advisory Board. She explained the process, from pre-application to application. 
There must be a willing land owner or seller – an easement cannot be requested on a someone else’s 
property. Information is available on the Blaine County web site, through Clare Swanger at 309-0960, or 
the Land Use and Building Services offices at the Blaine County Annex building. There are two current 
conservation easements that are in the program at this point. Nature Conservancy is a partner in both. The 
easements are between the land owners and the Nature Conservancy, they are not “owned” by the 
county.  
 
ROAD AND BRIDGE UPDATE 

Blaine County Road and Bridge Manager Tom Duffy 

Little Wood, Fish Creek, and Austin roads have been improved. New grader training has been completed, 
North Picabo Road will be worked on. Snow plow maintenance is complete and crews are ready to plow. 
Future requests for street maintenance in Carey need to be submitted to either Tom or Greg and an 
estimate will be provided prior to work being accomplished. 
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BLAINE COUNTY FAIR AND 4-H UPDATE 

Blaine County Fair Board Vice-President Morgan Drage 

Fair was well received – a larger number of north county residents participated. Strategic plan and 
“ultimate goal” is what the Fair Board is currently focusing on. Asked for suggestions. Tom Bowman asked 
about maintaining 4-H at the fair. Morgan explained that the Fair Board works very closely with the 4-H 
program and want to do what they can to support the 4-H aspect of the fair, and assist in finding year 
round activities for 4-H. Carey economic group could work with the Fair Board. 
 
McCleary – starting in January, wants to revitalize Blaine County Regional Leadership Council and asked 
for a representative from Carey to participate in quarterly meetings. Representative could be mayor, 
council, or appointee.  
 
Schoen reported on work done on the Little Wood River south of the Diversion by the Flood Control 
District. The work was not permitted, and there could be future issues affecting the city or Silver Creek. 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 8:00 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage  Angenie McCleary 
 County Clerk  Chairman 


