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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE AUGUST 2012 SESSION 
 
 
Third Day Tuesday, August 14, 2012 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Angenie McCleary, Vice Chairman Tom Bowman, Commissioner 
Lawrence Schoen; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Recording 
Secretary Sunny Grant; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Kate Wutz. 
 
Chairman McCleary called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 

 
Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to amend the agenda to include an executive session for 
Personnel, pursuant to I.C. 67-2345 1(a), at the end of today’s meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from 

disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

Present were: Blaine County Indigent Services Manager Brooke Roberson and Indigent Services 
Assistant Amy Rivkin. 

• Case #12-04-105 
• Case #12-04-104 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code 
67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Schoen (aye), Bowman (aye), and 
McCleary (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Case #12-04-105, based on staff 
recommendation, and to require repayment of $100 month when the patient resumes working 
and has ability to pay. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Case #12-04-104, based on staff 
recommendation, and to require $25 monthly payment when patient resumes work and has 
ability to pay. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Claims – Schar Boyd 
• Deputy Auditor Schar Boyd presented the claims. 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve claims dated August 9, 2012 as presented by 
staff. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Sheriff’s Office – Gene Ramsey 
• 66 inmates in jail this morning, 42 Idaho Department of Corrections, and two from other counties. 
• Met last week with the new Idaho Bureau of Homeland Security Director Col. William B. Richy. 
• Met with Ketchum Council regarding Ketchum Police Department budget. Ketchum likes the 

County’s outcome-based budget and presentation process.  
• Bowman asked the Sheriff to report on the jail’s solar water heating system. 

• Jail Inspection 
 ◦ There was a jail inspection last week. Idaho Sheriffs Association Jail Standards Coordinator 

Cindy Malm now inspects jails for ICRMP and ISA. ICRMP insures jails and wants to be 
included in the inspections. Only concern with Blaine County Jail is that ICRMP wants two floor 
deputies plus one person in central control 24/7.  

 ◦ Commissioner Schoen inspects jails for the BCC. He commented on how clean the jail cells 
always are.  

 ◦ McCleary asked about the youth holding cells. Schoen usually interviews one or two inmates 
during his inspections, including a juvenile if there is one. 

 

Clerk’s Report – JoLynn Drage  
• Preparing for November election. 
• Public auction of excess County vehicles will be September 7. 
• Dedication of the Boyd Stocking Memorial Pavilion near the fairgrounds was very well attended. 

The pavilion brought together divergent groups—conservation organizations to local ranchers—
promoting collaboration between economic development and conservation interests. 
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• Blaine County Fair 
 Clerk and Commissioners attended and participated in the Blaine County Fair: 
 ◦  Family Fun Day had best attendance ever. Fairgrounds were packed. More activities and lots to 

do. Fair was very well organized, well done and well attended.  
 ◦ Good news coverage, including front page stories in Twin Falls newspapers.  
 ◦ Great enthusiasm and commitment for 4-H. The market sale was well supported, with high sale 

prices. Families from all over the county participated in 4-H. Parents thanked BCC for keeping the 
Extension-4-H administrative position. 

 ◦ A large private contribution was made to the Fair Board, which may fund fairgrounds infrastructure 
improvements. 

 ◦ A former critic of the BCC funding 4-H said their expectations were exceeded. 
 
Operations Director – Char Nelson 
• Road and Bridge crews are working on Lava Lake Road improvements, and grading and draining 

projects throughout the County. 
• Road and Bridge will be chip sealing with City of Hailey next week. 
• Sent letters to residents of Adams Gulch about Adams Gulch bridge work to be done next year. 
• Dock at West Magic was damaged by speed boaters the end of July. Filed damage report. 
• Sent letters to County municipalities regarding changes in the County’s recycling program.  
• County needs to address Hulen Meadows homeowners who have landscaping in the County’s right 

of way. Homeowners complain about inadequate snow removal, but snow plows can’t do good job 
without harming the right-of-way encroachments. Right-of-way encroachments are a safety issue. 
The BCC wants to address right-of-way encroachment issues on a countywide basis and raise 
awareness. 

 
County Administrator – Derek Voss 
• Working on space management in county buildings to maximize efficiencies. Priority is to 

consolidate the Prosecutor’s two offices into one space. Space is now available in the Annex 
Building. Cost for furniture and preparation is estimated at $20,000. This is a midterm solution that 
may work out permanently. Clerk said there is $30,000 line item in the Prosecutor’s FY2012 budget. 
Prosecutor’s divided office has caused difficulty for years. The BCC supported the move. 

• Contracts 
 ◦ Cooperative Forest Service Road Agreement between Blaine County and the USDA, Forest 

Service/Sawtooth National Forest – Facilitates F.S.-County cooperative grants and funding for 
Resource Advisory Council grants.  

  
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION 

• Cooperative Forest Service Road Agreement between Blaine County and the USDA, Forest 
Service/Sawtooth National Forest  

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the Cooperative Forest Service Road 
Agreement between Blaine County and the U.S.D.A. Forest Service, the Road Project Agreement 
between Blaine County and the Forest Service, the Maintenance Plan #1 (in effect annually), and 
Plan Attachment 1A (a 7-year improvement plan), and authorize chairman to sign. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
BLAINE MANOR FY2014 FUNDING DISCUSSION 

Also present: Blaine Manor Administrator Gail Goglia and Finance Director Stephanie Jaskowski; 
Blaine Manor Board Chairman Marsha Riemann and Board Member Linda Haavik; Blaine Manor 
advocates Lois Jean Heagle and Sandy Christiansen; Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation (CCRF) Board 
President Jeanne Cassell and Board Member Greg Peterson, CCRF Executive Director Kathleen Eder 
and Campaign Chairman Anita McCann; and St. Luke’s Wood River Medical Center representative 
John Gaeddert. 
 
The BCC needs to discuss Blaine County funding of Blaine Manor’s anticipated financial shortfall for 
FY2014. Blaine Manor is okay through FY2013; but it is unlikely there will be a solution to skilled 
nursing care by 2014 without taxpayer subsidy.  
 
The BCC discussed a new two-year override levy to fund Blaine Manor. The BCC and Blaine Manor 
need to make a clear and convincing case that Blaine Manor needs subsidy funding. The BCC may 
decide to have a levy override special election in May 2013, when they would have more information on 
Blaine Manor’s potential 2014 shortfall. By May 2013, there should be more information on viable 
alternatives; and more will be known about the implications of the federal healthcare law. 
 
The BCC is firmly committed to skilled nursing in Blaine County, which is provided by Blaine Manor, at 
least for the time being. If the community doesn’t support the levy override in May, the BCC only has 
four months to figure out how to fund Blaine Manor, or decommission it. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Linda Haavik expressed the Blaine Manor Board’s appreciation for County support for Blaine Manor 
and skilled nursing care in Blaine County. The Board looks forward to participating in the County’s 
RFP/RFQ process. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

• Beverage License renewal for Full Moon Catering. 
• Resolution 2012-31 – Secure Rural Schools  ....................................................... Record #600107 
• ITD Quit Claim Deed for a portion of Hospital Drive to Blaine County  .............. Record #600060 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the Consent Calendar for August 14, 2012. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BOARD REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Air Service JPA Meeting – Bowman  
The Joint Powers Agreement created by Fly Sun Valley Alliance and the cities of Sun Valley, Ketchum 
and Hailey has been revised to create an entity that will control the 1% local option tax funds. If the 
residents of the City of Hailey pass the 1% additional Local Option Tax, Hailey will represent Friedman 
airport ownership on the JPA. If Hailey does not pass the LOT measure, Blaine County will be expected 
to represent airport ownership on the JPA. Whether Blaine County would be an ad hoc or voting 
member on the JPA is not yet determined.  
 
The individual cities decide what they collect LOT on. 
 

Wood River Wolf Project – Schoen 
Three wolf packs with pups have been identified in Blaine County. Idaho Fish & Game wants to keep 
wolves off the Endangered Species List. If the pups survive through December 2012, the packs will be 
considered successful breeding pairs. The Wood River Wolf Project is notifying local stock producers 
that there are wolf packs in the area, hoping to ensure that depredation does not occur. 
 
Sage Grouse Conference Call – Schoen 
Phone conference last week updated on MOU status of different counties. Blaine County's MOU status 
is being finalized. Reviewed different alternatives presented by the Governor’s Task Force, the National 
Technical Team; and the Citizens Proposed Conservation Recovery, and Existing Management and No 
Action alternatives. There’s been a lot of feedback on grazing and alternatives, and fuels reduction 
grazing management action, that need to be analyzed by BLM. Blaine County has a good working 
communication with federal agencies, which many counties don’t enjoy. 
 
RAC Funding – Bowman 
The BCC will review Resource Advisory Council grant requests for Blaine County next week. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES 

• August 7, 2012 Regular Tuesday Meeting 
 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the Blaine County Commissioner Meeting 
Minutes of August 7, 2012, as amended. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REGION IV COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FOR SENIOR CONNECTION  

Also present: Blaine County Grant Administrator Michele Johnson; Blaine County Senior Connection 
Executive Director Kim Coonis; and Region IV Development Association Project Manager Candy 
McElfresh. 

Region IV Project Manager Candy McElfresh presented the BCC with documents to accept grant 
funding for a new kitchen for the Senior Center. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the Idaho Community Development Block 
Grant Program Grant Agreement and contracts: Block Grant Program contract between Blaine 
County and the Idaho Department of Commerce, Sub-recipient Agreement between Blaine 
County and the Senior Connection, and the Grant Administration Contract between Blaine 
County and the Region IV Development Association, and authorize chairman to sign. The Block 
Grant Program amount is a $150,000, with a Senior Connection contribution of $40,000, for a 
total program amount of $190,000. Motion carried unanimously.  ........................... Record #600263 
 
Blaine County Senior Connection Executive Director Kim Coonis thanked the BCC for supporting the 
Senior Connection.  
 
LAND, WATER AND WILDLIFE LEVY PROGRAM 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin, Planning Assistant Michele Johnson; 
Blaine County Land, Water and Wildlife Levy Advisory Board (LAB) consultant Clare Swanger; and Jim 
Phillips 
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• LAB Recommendation of Ninth Member 
The Land, Water and Wildlife Levy Advisory Board recommended the BCC consider Jim Phillips to fill a 
vacant position on the LAB.  
 
Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to appoint Jim Phillips to the Land, Water and Wildlife 
Levy Advisory Board to complete Mary Austin Crofts’ term ending September 30, 3012; and also 
a subsequent two-year term beginning October 1, 2012. In discussion the BCC is very pleased that 
Mr. Phillips is involved in this countywide project. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Phillips looks forward to working with other members of the LWW Levy Advisory Board. 
 
• Membership in the Idaho Coalition of Land Trusts 
The Idaho Coalition of Land Trusts is a nationally known coalition of organizations doing private lands 
conservation. The Coalition strengthens the quality of the work and provides opportunities for proactive 
positive policy initiatives, and provides informed individuals and data when necessary to combat 
problematic legislation. There are 18 non-profits invited to join the Idaho Coalition, including the Boise 
Parks program and Blaine County’s LAB. The LAB would be an affiliate member, without a vote, but 
can offer input.  
 
The Land Use Department’s budget can afford the LAB’s membership fee and Swanger’s time. The 
BCC stated that this coalition’s membership is forward-thinking, and devoted to local, national and 
international land and water conservation. They supported membership in the Idaho Coalition of Land 
Trusts, with a membership fee, at Bergin’s discretion, up to $500.00. 
 
BREAK 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to go into Executive Session to evaluate the respective 
qualities of an individual or individuals to fill a vacancy or need, pursuant to Idaho Code §67-
2345 1(a). Bowman (aye), Schoen (aye), and McCleary (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 12:04 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Angenie McCleary 
 County Clerk Chairman 


