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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE DECEMBER 2014 SESSION 
 
 
Second Day Tuesday, December 9, 2014 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Lawrence Schoen, Vice-Chairman Jacob Greenberg, Commissioner 
Angenie McCleary; County Administrator Derek Voss; Blaine County Chief Deputy Clerk Leslie Londos; 
and Recording Secretary Sunny Grant. 
 
Chairman Schoen called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Claims - Schar Boyd 
Deputy Auditor Schar Boyd presented the claims. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve claims dated December 3, 2014, plus 
additional claim to Idaho Power for $101.61. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AMEND AGENDA 

Schoen requested an additional executive session item to discuss a potential real estate acquisition. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to add an Executive Session item, pursuant to I.C. 
67-2345 1(c), to consider a potential real estate acquisition. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Operations Director - Char Nelson 
Road and Bridge crews are taking advantage of warmer temperatures to remove and limb trees from 
the rights-of-way and move gravel from the Carey gravel pit to the Glendale shop. 
 
County Administrator - Derek Voss 
• Quail Creek owner George Kirk has requested a meeting with Commissioner Greenberg to discuss 

the future of the South Gateway property. 

• Road and Bridge Levy 
▪ Hailey wants to participate in the County’s Road and Bridge levy, and is starting its own campaign 

next week to make the public aware that infrastructure is government's responsibility. 
▪ Ketchum Mayor Nina Jonas thinks Ketchum will want to partner with the County. The Ketchum City 

Attorney is checking to be sure Ketchum’s share of levy funds can be used for sidewalks. 
▪ Sun Valley wants to keep property taxes as low as possible; but will probably have to do its own 

bond for road maintenance if it doesn’t partner with the County’s levy. 
▪ Ketchum Councilor Jim Slanetz and Sun Valley Councilor Michelle Griffith would prefer to see the 

County pursue an increased gas tax and license plate fee increase; but State and Federal 
legislatures would have to increase gas tax, and Blaine County would have to form a highway 
district to increase registration fees. Highway districts can only have elections in certain years, 
and a highway district wouldn’t likely provide adequate funding for the County’s immediate needs. 
The only realistic tool for the County to raise enough Road and Bridge money is an override levy. 

▪ Citizens would like to see a list of the County’s road and bridge project priorities, including specific 
information on how often prioritized roads are used and the kind of repairs they need. 

• Blaine Manor Property Appraisal 
▪ An appraisal is exempt from bid laws. 
▪ Appraisals are complex. A Request for Proposal is a good tool to get a qualified bidder to provide 

information needed to guide the County in getting maximum revenue from sale of the Blaine 
Manor property. 

 
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Also present: County Operations Director Char Nelson. 

• Contract for Services with Camas County for Snow Removal  Record #623352 
Blaine County plows West Magic Road, which is in both Blaine and Camas counties, and bills Camas 
County for expenses. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve Contract for Services between Blaine 
County and Camas County for snow removal services for 5.3 miles of West Magic Road, as 
stated in the contract. Motion carried unanimously. 
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• Service Agreement with EC Power Systems  Record #623333 
This is a service agreement to service the generator at the Public Safety Facility. The $450 annual fee 
is for one visit, including travel and labor. The County pays for materials. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve this service agreement between Blaine 
County and EC Power Systems for upkeep of emergency standby generators and associated 
equipment, subject to rates described in Exhibits A and B. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Lease Agreement between Girls on the Run and Blaine County  Record #623324 
Girls on the Run is using office space in the Blaine Manor building. There is no rent and no financial 
impact to the County. Girls on the Runs shares utilities expense with NAMI. 

McCleary disclosed that she volunteers for Girls On The Run, and doesn’t receive any kind of financial 
benefit. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the Lease Agreement between Blaine 
County and Girls on the Run for space in the Blaine Manor facility at zero (0) dollars. Insurance 
terms are stipulated in the contract. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Idaho Dept. of Juvenile Corrections Juvenile Justice Annual FY2014 
Financial Report Record #____ 
Also present: Blaine County Grant Administrator Michele Johnson; and Blaine County Chief Probation 
Officer Teresa Espedal. 

The Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections provides county probation departments with substantial 
funding. IDJC wants to see a local commitment to juvenile programs and services and requires a fiscal 
year annual report. The fund pays part of the salary for one of the Juvenile Probation officers. Espedal 
explained that Tobacco Tax dollars are used to keep kids in their community, and will dwindle as fewer 
people are smoking. Lottery money is used for specific items. Some of the money in the Probation 
Trust Account will be used to reimburse money already expended. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the Probation Department’s Idaho 
Department of Juvenile Corrections Annual Financial Report from October 1, 2013 to September 
30, 2014. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
UNIVERSITY of IDAHO EXTENSION, Quarterly Update, Discussion and Consideration 

Also present: Blaine County Extension Educator Lauren Hunter; and 4-H Coordinator Kathi Kimball. 

Extension programs and classes for 2014: 
• Poultry Workshop – 35 people, 12 years old and up, from south-central Idaho attended. Poultry 

production is growing and there aren’t many educational opportunities. 
• Canning class, in cooperation with the Sustainability Center – 25 people attended – featured chefs, 

small business owners who are doing added-value products for sale, and community members. 
• Urban Agriculture Night series – 10 people attended all three nights – In partnership with the 

Sustainability Center – provided classes for backyard and hobby farmers. 
 
The Extension office continues to develop collaborations with like-minded organizations like the YMCA, 
the Sawtooth Botanical Garden, the Hunger Coalition Food Assessment Survey, Sage School, etc. 
Each organization has its own mailing list, which expands the Extension’s mailing list. 
 
4-H 
• 17 Horse Show participants qualified for District competition. Out of 82 contestants, Blaine County 

participants brought home two of the four high-point awards. 
• 4-H youth actively participate in Trailing of the Sheep. One 4-H member has been leading the 

parade in Ketchum for 11 straight years. Other 4-Hers promote 4-H throughout Trailing of the 
Sheep and raise money for college scholarships. 4-H Coordinator Kathi Kimball partners with local 
sheep rancher John Peavey to provide classes in range management and heritage of sheep in 
Blaine County. 

• Kimball continues the 4-H Robotics program in partnership with local tech teachers. 
• The Annual 4-H Awards Banquet was attended by over 125 youth and parents. 
• Friends of 4-H gave their annual award to a local vet who checked over 100 animals at the 

fairgrounds as part of the market animal biosecurity requirement. 
• Valley Country Store provided hot dogs for 4-Hers to cook at their Grand Opening as a fund-raiser. 

4-H touches youth from all corners of Blaine County in partnerships with the Fair Board, Girl Scouts, 
Blaine County schools in Robotics, the YMCA, etc. 
 
LAND USE and BUILDING SERVICES, Discussion and Consideration 

• Findings of Fact: Molyneux Short Plat Subdivision 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; and County Senior Planner Kathy 
Grotto. 

The BCC suggested Findings should include standard language that approved plat notes are indicated 
on the plat and also list additional plat notes. 
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McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and 
Decision (as amended in today's hearing to include the reference to already-approved plat notes 
in the Findings) regarding John Molyneux, et al, to subdivide 322.6 acres into two lots of 40 
acres and 282.6 acres in size. The property is located at 172 Kilpatrick Bridge Road, adjacent to 
Silver Creek Preserve. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Picabo Livestock Refund Request 
Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; Blaine County Senior Planner Kathy Grotto; and Code Compliance 
Specialist Diane Shay. 

The Picabo Livestock Company asked the BCC to refund their application fees for a text amendment to 
Blaine County Code. The text amendment was necessary for a land use permit application to move 
forward. Bergin said Land Use spent well in excess of the application fee to process the application, 
and didn’t recommend a refund. 
 
The City of Hailey recently requested a text amendment regarding snow storage. 
 
The BCC didn’t think application fees should be refunded, but would consider reducing text amendment 
fees. Text amendments to Blaine County Code could be considered to be in the general public interest. 
 
• Bellevue Area of City Impact Letter 
Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; County Senior Planner Kathy Grotto; Code Compliance Specialist Diane 
Shay; and Jim Phillips. 

The BCC directed staff to send a letter to the City of Bellevue regarding the Bellevue Area of City 
Impact. The letter will indicate the County’s view that an ACI Agreement is a precursor to annexation 
and offer to meet with Bellevue to negotiate a new mutually-acceptable ACI Agreement. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Jim Phillips, resident of Blaine County, thanked the County Commissioners for taking an interest in 
Bellevue land use issues, which could have serious impacts throughout the County. 
 
• Blaine County Comprehensive Plan Update 
Some residents have claimed it is difficult to review and/or comment on the Comprehensive Plan. The 
BCC agreed that a link should be put on the County website to keep people informed of Comp Plan 
progress and allow for public comment. 
 
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Flying Heart Water Rights Application - Schoen 
Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; and County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin. 

Flying Heart Ranch Owners Association has applied for up to 10cfs to be pumped through three wells 
to replace diminished spring flows throughout Flying Heart Ranch. Blaine County is a protestant. There 
have been three pre-hearing conferences to resolve outstanding issues to avoid a protest hearing. 
 
The County requested conditions be attached to any permit approval. Graves, Bergin and Schoen 
participated in a recent pre-hearing conference by telephone. They requested an extension of the 
application until completion of the groundwater flow model, which was rejected. 
 
Flying Heart Ranch Owners Association agreed to the other five of six conditions to be attached to the 
permit approval. The BCC agreed that Condition F stating “This right(s) shall be junior and subordinate 
to future minimum in-stream flow water rights that may be established for the Big Wood River and its 
tributaries” may not be necessary. Condition B will be reworded to “No more than 10cfs will be 
permitted to flow through the Flying Heart system as measured at the weir located at the southeastern 
end of the upper pond.” Schoen explained that a watermaster will understand Condition B to mean that 
the weir, located midway through the system, will measure total flow volume. The weir location will 
result in conservative measurements of flows. 
 
OLD COUNTY COURTHOUSE CONSTRUCTION UPDATE, Discussion and Consideration 

Also present: Old Blaine County Courthouse renovation project architect Steve Trout; and Blaine 
County Planning Assistant Michele Johnson. 

Change Orders 
• Electricians changed out the electrical panel over the weekend. 
• Six construction workers are installing sheetrock. Additional workers are coming in to tape and 

texture. 
• Two vent fans in the OCC were removed, two vent fans in the attic will be installed. Architect 

doesn’t want to penetrate the roof and would like to run vent pipe from a restroom fan to a northeast 
tower window vent. Trout said fans would keep roof areas that are not heated cold. 
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Greenberg noted that the old building is not square, which forces construction crews to take extra time 
to cut materials to fit. The completion date has been moved back to January 9. The BCC noted that 
delayed completion adds substantial expense for personnel on the job, scaffolding, temporary office 
trailers, etc. 
 
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Blaine County Regional Transportation Committee – McCleary 
• High school Physics students presented safety hazards of poles. Drivers need to be aware of pole 

and other hazards on the highway. 
• The Regional Transportation Committee approved submitting two recommendations from the 

Wildlife Subcommittee to ITD for placement of non-traditional signs on the highway and 
consideration of automated wildlife crossing detection systems. 

• The next Highway 75 project is the Big Wood River bridge. ITD has no money for bridge aesthetics, 
but individuals from Hailey and Ketchum arts commissions will work with ITD on no-cost bridge 
aesthetics. 

 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan – McCleary 
The committee discussed a grant application to New Mobility West that will support some aspects of 
the Master Plan. Members of the committee want to know if the potential County Road and Bridge levy 
will fund some elements of the Master Plan. 
 
Region IV Development Association – Schoen 
• The annual audit was approved. 
• Region IV is participating in developing a statewide comprehensive economic development strategy 

with regional components. 
• Region IV supports a transportation assessment to develop a plan and facilitate funds to approve 

road and rail freight networks in the region. The federal government, Gem Community and INL have 
committed $160,000 to the study which would cost about $200,000. Transportation infrastructure is 
important to commercial economics. 

• Region IV Board may pursue designation as a Manufacturing Community Partnership, which would 
make available funds from 13 different federal agencies. 

• Region IV has applied for a $500,000 grant to the Economic Development Administration to perform 
a feasibility assessment on a Western Institute for Food Innovation (WIFI) grant and seeking private 
funds for matching funds. This could support the local culinarium project. 

 
Sun Valley Economic Development Retreat 
Greenberg commented on the high quality and extensive experience of SVED’s volunteers and the 
value they give SVED, Ketchum Innovation Center tenants and local start-ups and new entrepreneurs. 
SVED mentorship should be more valley-wide. Topics discussed at the retreat: 
• The culinarium is currently on hold while they look for a location. 
• They are pursuing an “air barn”-type facility next to YMCA in connection with the Olympic Training 

Center to train snowboarders, skiers, etc. 
• SVED recently merged with Wood River Economic Partnership and is looking for other similar 

organizations like Ketchum Community Development Corporation that could be combined to avoid 
redundancies. 

• Discussion about government’s role in economic development. 
• State program that gives credits back on state employment taxes encourages new business. 
 
Correspondence 
• An email from the Center for Rural Affairs asks government to do more opinion articles and letters 

to the editor concerning sage grouse conservation. The BCC has not had much public input on this 
issue and has hesitated to express itself as reflecting community sentiment. 

• Greenberg sent a letter to Idaho Congressman Raul Labrador asking him to support Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and Secure Rural School (SRS) funding. Labrador responded that he supports 
PILT and SRS funding in concept, but wants it to be permanent. 

 
USGS on stream gauges follow-up – McCleary 
McCleary said Blaine County is under no long-term commitment to maintain a precipitation gauge in 
Deer Creek. The BCC wants to schedule a field trip to Deer Creek in the spring 2015 to determine their 
future commitment. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

• New beverage license for Bigwood Bread Cafe. 
Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the Consent Calendar for December 9, 
2014. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BREAK 
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"SOCIAL HOST" ORDINANCE prohibiting a host, as defined in the ordinance, from knowingly 
permitting a gathering where alcoholic beverages are possessed or consumed by minors 

Also present: Blaine County Prosecutor Jim Thomas and Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim 
Graves; Blaine County Sheriff Chief Deputy Steve Harkins; Blaine County Community Drug Coalition 
Board President Tom Bailey, BCCDC Board Member Mark Ratliff, BCCDC Executive Director Michael 
David, and BCCDC Programs Director Stephanie Miller; Blaine County School Superintendent 
GwenCarol Holmes; Community School Director of Student Life Chauncy Pogue; Michele Johnson; 
Diane Shay; Penny Thayer; students Alberto Gonzalez, Izaac Easterday, Jessy Gonzalez, Patrick 
Davey, Daisy Avila, and Jorge Vallejo; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Greg Moore. 

Blaine County’s proposed “social host” ordinance is the culmination of years of research by the Blaine 
County Community Drug Coalition and the County prosecutor’s office, public input, town hall meetings 
and surveys of students and parents. Over 50% of students had used alcohol in the last 30 days, and a 
high percentage of kids had participated in binge drinking. 
 
Surveys three years ago showed that kids were purchasing alcohol from local retailers. The BCCDC 
worked with law enforcement to do compliance checks, which showed that over half the retailers in 
town were selling to minors. Compliance has improved in the last four years to 80-100% of retailers. 
 
Surveys and discussion with law enforcement also showed that house parties, which occur weekly and 
even more often in the summer, offer easy access to alcohol and other dangerous behaviors, including 
driving and rape while drunk. Adults—parents and also young adult friends of the underage students—
were present at many of the house parties, and were hosting the parties and providing alcohol. The 
proposed social host ordinance seeks to hold adults responsible for knowingly providing a venue for 
underage drinking. 
 
Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves said Idaho Statute permits an adult to 
give a drink to an underage youth in a private residence and the youth can possess the alcohol, but 
cannot legally consume it. Parents may think they are providing a safe venue for their kids to drink, but 
alcohol use damages the underage developing brain. 
 
Blaine County Prosecutor Jim Thomas said this ordinance does not give law enforcement any more 
authority than they already have, but gives courts the ability to hold accountable parents and other 
adults and youth responsible for “knowingly permitting a gathering where alcoholic beverages are 
possessed or consumed by minors”. This is a County ordinance and is not applicable within city limits. 
If the ordinance is enacted, law enforcement will be refreshed in 4th amendment protections regarding 
search and seizure. 
 
Greenberg said a couple of people have concerns about how the ordinance is worded. He wants to 
make sure the ordinance is researched thoroughly before being made law. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND INPUT: 
• Steve Guthrie thanked the BCCDC and elected officials for their efforts on behalf of his 13-year-old 

daughter and 18-year-old son. This is a cultural shift. Youth have to be accountable, parents have 
to be accountable and the community has to be accountable. 

• Wood River High School seniors Isaac Easterday and Alberto Gonzalez, Jr. were present to 
support the Social Hosting Ordinance on behalf of their fellow classmates. They believe that 
parents should not encourage young people to drink alcohol and provide a place for drinking and 
other dangerous activities. They think that making it illegal to host underage parties would reduce 
the number of parties in the community. Their friends say parents think they’re helping by keeping 
the dangerous behavior under their control and off the streets; but, when kids drink, there are 
sometimes fights and sexual assaults. 

• Blaine County School Superintendent GwenCarol Holmes, on behalf of Blaine County School 
administration, said her job, and the job of the whole community, is to make sure students graduate 
with all the choices of life available to them. Early use of alcohol impacts development of the 
adolescent brain and limits choices. Adolescents who have consumed alcohol have less cognitive 
and processing ability, less executive function, and less memory . 

• Hailey Elementary Principal/BCCDC Board President Tom Bailey said there is a lot of solid 
community support—both adult and youth—for this ordinance. Points of law must be considered, 
but passing the ordinance will help provide students with healthy community support. 

• Jay Hedrick, parent of two boys, appreciates that the ordinance leaves individual rights largely 
intact. He also wants to protect his parental rights over his children and supports the ordinance. 

• Jon Thorson said members of his family started drinking in their youth and personified lost 
opportunities. He himself is a 30-year recovered alcoholic who spends several evenings a week at 
AA meetings with other members of the community. Thorson commended diligence in writing the 
ordinance to make sure it has teeth. 

 
Thomas said this ordinance is a new criminal law, but is not meant to be heavy-handed. It is meant to 
address the problem of people of all ages, including parents, who provide a venue for underage youth 
to easily access alcohol on private and public premises. The first offense is an infraction with a 
maximum fine of $100. If the Commission chooses to make the first offense a misdemeanor, the fine 
could be up to $1,000 and six months in jail. 
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Idaho Drug Free Youth (iDFY) 
• Jorge Vallejo said the iDFY program provides the security of programs, friends and family that 

make alcohol unnecessary for self-assurance. 
• Alberto Gonzalez, Jr. said iDFY is a big support group that promotes a healthy lifestyle and 

empowers its members to say no. 
 
APPROVAL OF BCC MEETING MINUTES 

• November 24, 2014 Special Meeting 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve November 24, 2014 Special BCC Meeting 
minutes, as amended. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(b) Personnel; and 1(c) Property Acquisition 

Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to go into Executive Session, pursuant to Idaho 
Code 67-2345 1( (b), to consider the evaluation of a public officer; and Idaho Code 67-2345 1(c), 
to discuss possible real property acquisition which is not owned by a public agency. Roll call: 
Greenberg (aye), Schoen (aye), and McCleary (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 3:45 p.m., with no more business before them, McCleary moved to adjourn, 
seconded by Greenberg. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Lawrence Schoen 
 County Clerk Chairman 


