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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE JANUARY 2012 SESSION 
 
 
Third Day Tuesday, January 17, 2012 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Angenie McCleary, Vice Chairman Tom Bowman, Commissioner 
Lawrence Schoen; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; and Recording 
Secretary Sunny Grant. 
 
Chairman McCleary called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from 

disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

• Case #12-11-006 (Case Update) 

Present were: Blaine County Welfare Director Wilma Colter. 
 
Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code 
67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Bowman (aye), Schoen (aye), and 
McCleary (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve Case #12-11-006, based on staff 
recommendation, and order full repayment within three months of date of signature. Motion 
carried 2/0. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Sheriff’s Office – Gene Ramsey 
• Received thank you from Minidoka County for Blaine County’s logistics support for a search and 

rescue situation. 
• Jail report: 56 people in Blaine County jail. 28 are Idaho Department of Corrections inmates from 

southern Idaho, and four are from Jerome.  
• Crime is down, reports are down, and tickets are up, year to date. 
• County jail received a letter from an inmate complimenting the jail staff and jail operations. 
• Schoen said the county jail is consistently highly rated by State Sheriffs Association.  
• The BCC asked the Sheriff’s Department to keep them updated on operational expenses and 

associated costs of mental holds. 
 
Clerk’s Report – JoLynn Drage  
• Clerk will follow auditor’s recommendation to do budget adjustments semi-annually instead of 

quarterly. 
 
Extension – Lauren Hunter 
• New 4-H Program Coordinator Kathi Kimball, who worked in the Extension office in the past, is 

already at work assembling a 4-H advisory council, and putting together the 2012 annual plan. 
• Extension Administrative Assistant has kept Blaine County 4-H clubs in line with new state 

guidelines in the absence of a 4-H Coordinator. 
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County Administrator – Derek Voss 
• Currently focused on his role in airport strategic planning. 
 
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION 

• Contract for Services with Senior Connection  ................................................... Record #593934 
• Contract for Services with Region IV Development  ........................................... Record #593935 
Voss said these are current service agreements. 
 
• Advisory Committee Agreement for the Operation of Fifth Judicial District Juvenile Detention 

Facility 
This is a revised agreement for a long-standing relationship. The original contract was a JPA, which 
was revised in October 2011 to more accurately reflect the role of the Advisory Committee to the Twin 
Falls County Commissioners. The BCC will wait for further clarification of the Advisory Committee 
before signing the agreement. 
 
• Consolidated Emergency Communications Services Agreement with Carey Rural Fire 

Protection District  ................................................................................................. Record #593933 
• FY10 Juvenile Accountability Block Grant Project Award  ................................. Record #______ 
Also present: Blaine County Grant Administrator Michele Johnson. 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the following contracts and grant award as 
read into the record: Contract for Services with Senior Connection, Contract for Services with 
Region IV Development, Consolidated Emergency Communications Services Agreement with 
Carey Rural Fire Protection District, and FY10 Juvenile Accountability Block Grant Project 
Award. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SENIOR CONNECTION BLOCK GRANT PROJECT AND GRANT  

Also present: Blaine County Senior Connection Executive Director Kim Coonis, Senior Connection 
Board Chairman Pete Cantor and Board member Dale Ewerson; and Region IV Senior Community 
Development Planner Jeff McCurdy. 
 
The Senior Connection wants to apply for $100,000 grant funding to renovate the Senior Center’s 
kitchen area. Only cities and the county can apply for block grant funds, but the county can Subgrant 
the funds to a special district or non-profit. The County incurs some obligations if it chooses to sponsor 
the grant: 
• The application requires the County to hold a public hearing, with notice. 
• The County must appoint a grant administrator. Cost of an outside administrator such as Region IV 

can be added to the grant amount.  
• Block grant federal funds are given to the state. Project must follow all federal guidelines, including 

an Environmental Assessment.  
 
The BCC agreed to sponsor the block grant, with Region IV as administrator. County Grant 
Administrator Michele Johnson will be the coordinator 
 
Senior Connection Executive Director Kim Coonis expressed her appreciation for the County’s 
continued support for senior care in Blaine County. The renovated Senior Center will also be an 
emergency area for Head Start, and can provide more services for people throughout the community. 
 
AIRPORT PROJECT STRATEGIC PLANNING - DISCUSSION 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; Friedman Memorial Airport Manager Rick Baird and Emergency Services 
and Airfield Operations Chief Pete Kramer; Friedman Memorial Airport Authority (FMAA) Hailey 
appointees Martha Burke and Susan McBryant; Bellevue Development Services Director Craig Eckles; 
Sawtooth Board of Realtors Government Affairs Director Bob Crosby; Walt Stedman; Big Chief 
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Organics owner Bill Pereira; Sun Valley City Councilman Nils Ribi; Ketchum Airport Liaison Charles 
Conn; Len Harlig; Donna Serrano; Bonnie Leighton; Julie Lawson; Dick Fenton; and Idaho Mountain 
Express reporter Kate Wutz. 
 
Today’s airport workshop is to use the framework of developing guiding principles as a method for the 
County Commissioners to achieve operational and strategic alignment. The guiding principles will lead 
to outcomes (intended results) and goals. Blaine County and Hailey will then work together to develop a 
clear direction for the FMAA and airport manager. 
 
The BCC decided on these guiding principles: 
• Robust commercial and general aviation infrastructure and service is vital to the economy of Blaine 

County. 
• A replacement airport south of Bellevue along Highway 75 is the preferred long-term solution. 
• Safety improvements in air and ground operations at Friedman are paramount in planning for air 

service and related infrastructure. 
• Minimizing environmental impacts is a high priority in planning for air service and infrastructure 

improvements. 
 
An additional guiding principle could be: 
• Air service is an important and interconnected mode of transportation for Blaine County and the 

region. County-wide transportation should be interconnected. 
 
The County’s current focus must be quality air service. Infrastructure improvements in safety and 
reliability standards at the existing airport are necessary. Public concerns will be addressed during the 
development of a new airport layout plan for Friedman.  
 
The BCC agreed that they would need to begin immediately to plan for a replacement airport, even 
though it may well not happen for 15-20 years. Short- and mid-term goals and outcomes should be 
clearly defined and compiled into a business plan.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

The County should reconsider spending money to improve the current airport when the money could be 
saved and used to relocate the airport. 
 
BOARD REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

IAC Legislative Committee – Bowman  
The Idaho Association of Counties (IAC) priority pieces of legislation are: 
• The mental health process, with a focus on reimbursement rate for mental health charges, getting a 

release to obtain information, cost structure for reimbursement, and when charges are incurred.  
• Purchasing exemption. 
• Repeal of tax deed indigent reimbursement. Currently, if the County realizes extra money from a tax 

deed sale, the money must go into the indigent fund, which results in a permanent reduction in the 
County’s mill levy.  

• Homeowners exemption for someone on military or humanitarian/religious leave, even if they rent 
out their house. 

• Repeal of ITD zoning authority around airports. 
• IAC wants local jurisdiction over visual quality, environmental impacts and infrastructure of Idaho 

natural gas projects.  
• There is currently one alcohol beverage control overseer for the whole state. Proposed Idaho 

Beverage Control legislation would use existing money from some unknown source to hire local 
enforcement officers. IAC support for this is dependent on where the money comes from.  

• Idaho Freedom Foundation requires all taxing districts to post their expenditures and budgets on 
the Internet. Not all districts have a website, so IAC opposes in concept. 
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Blaine Manor Board meeting and 
Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation meeting – McCleary 
Both Blaine Manor and Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation have almost completed reports on how their 
strategic plans align with the County’s strategic plan. The reports will be presented at the BCC’s first 
scheduled workshop on senior care.  
 
Blaine Manor is also developing a proposal for the future, since it is unlikely Croy Canyon Ranch will be 
open when originally anticipated. Croy Canyon Ranch is updating their business plan.  
 
Ohio Gulch Motocross Track – Bowman  
Bowman wants to pursue a grant from Idaho Parks and Recreation for the Ohio Gulch recreational 
area, and would like to request a master plan. There are stakes at Ohio Gulch showing expansion and 
a road, which would basically destroy the recreational asset. Schoen spent time in the area with Ohio 
Gulch Transfer Station Manager Daniel Krenz, and would also like to see a more specific plan.  
 
Fleet Management Follow-Up – Schoen  
The County should investigate the feasibility and cost savings of a fleet maintenance contract.  
 
BREAK 
 

LAND USE AND BUILDING SERVICES HEARINGS 

• Plat Amendment of Magic Subdivision No. 1 Public hearing and consideration of an application by Chris 

Underwood to amend Magic Subdivision No. 1 by vacating the property lines between Lots 4, 5 and 6, Block 4, to create a 
single lot. The property is zoned Recreation Development District (RD) and is located in West Magic, within Section 1, 
T2S, R17E, BM, Blaine County, Idaho. 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; County Planner Kathy Grotto; Stella 
Gray; and Timothy Quesnell. 

Grotto gave the posting notice. 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, that notice was adequate. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
This plat amendment is to combine three very small lots into one lot totaling 5,102sf. South Central 
Public Health District Environmental Health Specialist Bob Erickson issued a septic permit, and septic 
is installed. Access to the property is off Magic Drive, a dedicated public right-of-way. Conditions of 
approval are an approach permit from County Road and Bridge for a future driveway; and a disclosure 
plat note stating the property is distant from the center of services. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

There is currently a trailer on the property, and occupants are using neighbors’ property as a driveway. 
Neighbors are concerned that there isn’t enough lot area for both a house and a septic system. The 
County Engineer also suggested there might be a problem.  
 
The BCC asked staff to provide an access plan. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the application for a plat amendment by 
Chris Underwood vacating property lines between Lots 4, 5 and 6, Block 4, Magic Subdivision 
No. 1 to create a single lot, based on conditions and plat notes as described in this discussion, 
and the Finding that it complies with the criteria of Blaine County Code. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

• Plat Amendment of Government Subdivision Public hearing and consideration of an application by Bill 

Thomas to amend Government Subdivision by vacating the property lines between Lots 8, 9, 12, 13 and 17 to create a 
single lot. The property is zoned Recreation Development District (RD) and is located in West Magic, within Section 1, 
T2S, R17E, BM, Blaine County, Idaho.  
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Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; County Planner Kathy Grotto; Brian 
Yeager representing the applicant; Stella Gray; and Timothy Quesnell.  

Grotto gave public notice. 

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, that notice was adequate. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
This application is five small lots being combined to create a single lot 16,983sf. The Government 
Subdivision was never formally approved, but the plat is recorded.  
 
Current and suggested plat notes : 
• Plat note describes a blanket power line easement over Lots 9, 12, and 17.  
• Plat note regarding private streets. Access to this property borders on three roads, all of which are 

easements on the Government Subdivision plat. County Road and Bridge requires an approach 
permit for any public right-of-way. 

• Disclosure plat note stating that the property is distant from the center of services. 
• Suggested plat note regarding design and siting of infrastructure. 
 
The BCC discussed onsite sewer and water, access issues, and an approach permit.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Magic residents favor the plat amendments. Larger lots makes for a more livable community. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the application for a plat amendment by Bill 
Thomas to vacate the property lines between Lots 8, 9, 12, 13 and 17 of Government 
Subdivision, creating a single lot based on the Finding that this application complies with 
Blaine County Code standards; and a plat amendment with the conditions and new plat note as 
described in today's discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
LAND USE AND BUILDING SERVICES DISCUSSIONS AND CONSIDERATION 

• Consideration of an exchange of real property with the City of Bellevue, cont. and a finding that 

the exchange is in the public interest. The properties under consideration for exchange are located within the City of Bellevue: 
Properties owned by City of Bellevue: 
 Southern Belle Business Park, Lot 6, Block 1 also known as 121 Clover Street 
 Southern Belle Business Park, Lot 7, Block 1 also known as 16 Gannett Road 
 Chantrelle Subdivision II-Phase 4, Lot 1, Block 6 also known as 380 Melrose Street 
Properties owned by Blaine County: 
 Bellevue, Lot 9, Block 36 also known as 513 North 2

nd
 Street 

 Bellevue, Lot 3, Block H also known as 213 South Main Street 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves, County Operations 
Director Char Nelson, and County Code Compliance Specialist Megan Stelma. 

There is no current need for County storage. If Southern Belle lots were acquired and used for County 
storage now or in the future, the cost to screen three sides would be about $3,000 for materials. The 
two lots would potentially be useful for some kind of County facility at a later date, but it is difficult to 
justify the $1,000 Southern Belle annual dues in the meantime. The Southern Belle Association is 
currently using the lots for snow storage, and has been asked if they would defer fees until 
development of the building.  
   

EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(a) Personnel and 1(f) Pending Litigation  

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to go into Executive Session, pursuant to Idaho Code 
§67-2345 1(a), to consider hiring a public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent, 
and to evaluate the respective qualities of individuals to fill the vacancy or need; and Pending 
Litigation, pursuant to Idaho Code §67-2345 1(f), to discuss with legal counsel the legal 
ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated 
but imminently likely to be litigated. Bowman (aye), Schoen (aye), and McCleary (aye). Motion 
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carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 3:01 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Angenie McCleary 
 County Clerk Chairman 


