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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE JANUARY 2011 SESSION 
 
 
Fifth Day Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Angenie McCleary, Vice Chairman Tom Bowman, Commissioner 
Lawrence Schoen; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Recording 
Secretary Sunny Grant; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Kate Wutz. 

Chairman McCleary was absent until 9:30 a.m. 

Vice-Chairman Bowman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 
 

AMEND AGENDA 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to amend today’s agenda to include an Emergency 
Medical Services Agreement between Blaine County Ambulance District and the City of 
Ketchum; and add a Tax Cancellation at 10:55 a.m. Motion carried 2/0. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from 

disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

• Case #12-01-013  • Case #12-01-012  • Case #12-01-014 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code 
67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Schoen (aye), and Bowman (aye). Motion 
carried 2/0. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to deny Case #12-01-012, based on staff 
recommendations. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve Case #12-01-013, with a stipulation of 
reimbursement at the rate of $150 month, based on staff recommendation. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to deny Case #12-01-014, based on staff 
recommendations. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Claims – Schar Boyd 
• Deputy Auditor Schar Boyd presented the claims. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the first batch of claims for period ending 
January 18, 2012, as well as three additional claims for U.S. Bank $183,028.75, ICRMP $88,881.00 
and ICRMP $4,125.00, as presented by staff. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
Sheriff’s Office – Gene Ramsey 
• Three Blaine County deputies flying in the Minidoka area found some lost people during a search-

and-rescue operation. 
• Jail revenue is currently better than anticipated.  
• Idaho Department of Corrections wants an agreement with Blaine County to reserve inmate beds, 

but doesn’t want to pay for the beds unless they’re needed. Staff is researching.  
• ITD works with county sheriffs and assessors for licensing and motor vehicle services. Idaho 

Sheriffs want a Memorandum of Understanding with the ITD to clearly define the relationship.  
 
Clerk’s Report – JoLynn Drage  
• Clerk’s office will start having monthly staff meetings. Staff will begin a program of cross-training all 

Clerk/Recorder/Auditor/Elections employees. 
• Elections is preparing for the possibility of a primary election in May.  
 
Operations Director – Char Nelson 
• Lynn Ternes is the new Operations Department administrative assistant. 
• Surveyors were probably unable to survey Adams Gulch bridge area last weekend due to 

considerable weekend snowfall. The bridge design phase will take about three years. Completion of 
the bridge will take up to eight years. 

• Blaine County Transportation Plan Open House is this week.  
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• Homeowner in Lees Gulch area has requested parking for winter recreationists. The homeowner 
would like to donate his property as a tax credit. Other options include purchase of the property or a 
prescriptive easement. BLM will provide $2,500 for a temporary parking lot. County Operations 
Department will work with BLM to determine who is responsible for parking area maintenance.  

• An Everbridge alert about Warm Springs Road avalanche hazard went to Blaine county residents 
last weekend. Snowplows can trigger avalanches, so County policy is to not plow in avalanche-
prone areas during warning times.  

• Avalanche warning signs may be erected to keep cars from driving into avalanche areas. The 
sheriff can cite drivers for failure to obey regulatory signs. 

• Voss and Nelson will meet with Forest Service representatives to discuss the shared maintenance 
contract for Warm Springs Road. 

• Recycling Advisory Committee met last week. Members are struggling with plastics recycling, 
commodities pricing and end use of recycled product. 

 
Commissioner McCleary joined the meeting in progress at 9:30 am. 
 
County Administrator – Derek Voss 
• Focus last couple weeks has been on airport strategic planning. 
  
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION 

• Advisory Committee Agreement for the Operation of Fifth Judicial District Juvenile Detention 
Facility  ................................................................................................................. Record #______ 

 The revised agreement is a more accurate reflection of the intended and actual relationship 
between the Joint Powers Advisory Committee and the Twin Falls Commissioners, who are 
responsible for the facility.  

• Contract for Services with Blaine County Housing Authority  ......................... Record #594098 
 The recitals were revised to better define the relationship between the County and the BCHA. 

• Emergency Medical Services Agreement between Blaine County Ambulance District and the 
City of Ketchum  .................................................................................................. Record #594205 

 The revised EMS Agreement more accurately reflects the Ambulance District’s relationship with 
Ketchum’s emergency medical services. 

 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the following contracts:  Advisory Committee 
Agreement for the Operation of Fifth Judicial District Juvenile Detention Facility; Contract for 
Services with Blaine County Housing Authority, and the Emergency Medical Services 
Agreement between Blaine County Ambulance District and the City of Ketchum. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

• Secure Rural Schools Certification of Title III expenditures 

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the Consent Calendar of January 24, 2012. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ESTABLISH COMMISSIONER DISTRICTS  

The County Clerk suggested new Commissioner District boundaries to equalize registered voter 
numbers based on Census information. Schoen asked for some additional time to consider the 
boundary change in one district. This agenda item was continued to later in the meeting. 
 
TAX DEED HEARING 

Also present: Blaine County Treasurer Vicki Sisiam, and County Assessor Valdi Pace. 

Mollie Hill RP1M0000000820 $  302.61 mining claim – mail was returned 
Frances C MacDonald RPB0000026005A 8,879.52 Bellevue – no response to notices 
Frances C MacDonald RP00430000021B 8,693.46 Bellevue – no response to notices 
Gordon Nicholas RP1M0000001200 304.05 portion of mining claim land – all mail returned 
Claude Porter RPH0000113001A 7,071.29 Hailey – Three properties - signed for  
Claude Porter RPH0000113008A 8,179.76  certified mail,  
Claude Porter RPH0000058019A 7,875.96  but no response 
Barbara Tomasi RP007500000T08 1,995.44 Silver Creek Grass Lake condo at Picabo 

Airport – no response regarding this parcel. 

County tax deed properties will be auctioned within 14 months if landowners have not paid taxes and 
charges within 12 months. 
 
Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to authorize the County Treasurer to take tax deed on 
the following parcels, for the amounts listed above: RP1M0000000820; RPB0000026005A; 
RP00430000021B; RP1M0000001200; RPH0000113001A; RPH0000113008A; RPH0000058019A; 
and RP007500000T08. Motion carried unanimously. 
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TAX CANCELLATION 

Also present: Blaine County Treasurer Vicki Sisiam; and County Assessor Valdi Pace. 

The homeowner exemption was inadvertently removed from the Mills property. 

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to cancel taxes of $578.18 on Parcel RP02N180260060, 
due to county error. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BOARD REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Blaine Regional Leadership Council meeting – McCleary 
Representatives of all Blaine County jurisdictions want to build relationships with each other and 
discuss countywide issues that affect them all. The next BRLC meeting will focus on senior care. Future 
topics are water and the airport. 
  
Snake River Joint Powers Advisory Board – McCleary  
Number of Blaine County detainees at the Detention Center continues to be higher than past years. All 
counties’ numbers seem to be higher. Crimes are more severe, so time served is longer. About 30% of 
the youth are testing positive for marijuana, meth, and alcohol. 
 
Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative meeting – McCleary 
The BHIC is comprised of state agencies that deal with substance abuse and mental health. Their goal 
is to develop unified reporting on utilization variables, agreed-upon treatment outcomes, and future 
legislation to form regional boards focused on mental health and substance abuse services. 
 
Friedman Memorial Airport Authority follow-up – Bowman  
County Attorney Tim Graves is preparing a County resolution stating that the transfer of County lands 
to FMAA is in the public interest. Bowman will follow up with City of Hailey. 
  
WOOD RIVER ELECTRICAL PLAN PRESENTATION: 
BACKGROUND, NEED AND PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS  

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; Disaster Services Coordinator Chuck 
Turner; Idaho Power Community Relations Dan Olmstead, Area Manager Bo Hanchey, and 
Engineering Leader Bryan Hobson; Wood River Electrical Plan consultant Mike Pepper; Len Harlig; 
Tina Lewis; and Sun Valley Board of Realtors Government Affairs Director Bob Crosby. 

Idaho Power representatives partnered with a local Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) formed in 2007 
to formulate a plan for Blaine County’s electrical power needs. 
• The Wood River Electrical Plan should be incorporated into local jurisdictional Comprehensive 

Plans.  
• King Substation (Hagerman) and Midpoint Substation (Shoshone) transmission lines feed into the 

Moonstone Substation (Highway 20) and Silver Substation (Picabo). Transmission lines from 
Moonstone and Silver substations feed into the Wood River Substation north of Hailey. From there, 
a single North Line runs to the Elkhorn Substation, and over Dollar Mountain into the Ketchum 
substation. The immediate need, according to the Wood River Electrical Plan, is reliability and 
redundancy on this single North Line. If the North Line fails, it could be difficult to fix, especially in 
winter. 

• The North Line transmission poles would run roughly parallel to Highway 75 from Hailey to the 
hospital. From the hospital, there are several options for overhead or underground lines.  

• Overhead transmission lines are installed at no cost to the community. The Idaho Public Utilities 
Commission requires communities that request underground lines to pay the cost difference 
between overhead and underground lines. The “area of benefit” must approve a Local Improvement 
District by a 75% vote.  

• Once the North Line transmission line route is established, Idaho Power will begin the permitting 
process with local jurisdictions. 

• The Executive Summary of the Wood River Electrical Plan outlines three phases: 
 Phase 1 is the North Line to Ketchum, and the Burmah lines south of Hailey 
 Phase 2 is to upgrade the line from Moonstone to Wood River substations 
 Phase 3 is to upgrade Silver to Wood River; and King to Moonstone substations.  
 Phase 1 is needed immediately. Phases 2 and 3 would happen over the next 30-50 years, 

depending on area growth. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
The CAC originally wanted to explore alternative power sources and methods, but realized that power 
needs of Blaine County can best be accomplished with overhead transmission power lines and 
electricity based on non-renewable resources. 
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Commissioner Schoen left the morning meeting during consideration of the following item. 
 
SAWTOOTH SNOWMOBILE CLUB GRANT REQUEST - CONSIDERATION 

Also present: Sawtooth Snowmobile Club President Chad Sluder, Treasurer Steph Eisenbarth, and 
members Jami Sluder and Bryan Baird. 

The Snowmobile Club is applying to Idaho Parks and Recreation for a grant to purchase a used truck to 
transport the groomer to trailheads. The grant requires $30,000 matching funds, which would come 
from the Snowmobile Club and the County’s Snowmobile operating account. 
 
Bowman moved, seconded by McCleary, to authorize transfer of $20,000 from the Blaine County 
Snowmobile Account at the time the grant is awarded, and authorize chairman to sign letter of 
support for grant application. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
BREAK 
 

AIRPORT PROJECT STRATEGIC PLANNING DISCUSSION, continued from Jan. 17 

Also present: Friedman Memorial Airport Manager Rick Baird; FMAA attorney Barry Luboviski; Hailey 
City Councilman Don Keirn; Bellevue Development Services Director Craig Eckles; Sawtooth Board of 
Realtors Government Affairs Director Bob Crosby; and Donna Serrano. 

The BCC reviewed its guiding principles, which will be merged with the City of Hailey’s objectives. The 
resulting guiding principles of the two co-sponsors—Blaine County and Hailey—will be given to the 
FMAA to develop outcomes to achieve the co-sponsors’ objectives and vision.  
 
The BCC’s revised guiding principles are: 
1 – Robust commercial and general aviation transportation services and infrastructure are vital to the 
economy of Blaine County. 
2 – Meeting federal design and safety standards in air and ground operations is paramount in planning 
for air service and related infrastructure. 
3 – Air service and infrastructure improvements are affordable and achievable. 
4 – Minimizing environmental impacts is a high priority in planning for and implementing air service and 
infrastructure improvements. 
5 – Air Service is an important and interconnected mode of transportation for Blaine County and the 
region. 
6 – A replacement airport south of Bellevue along State Highway 75 is the long term solution and 
objective. 
7 – Airport governance issues are addressed timely, including Amended Joint Powers Agreement 
implementation and further amendment as needed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
It is important that the County is clear about its goals with Hailey, especially if a replacement airport 
south of Bellevue is the long term solution and objective. 
 
LAND USE AND BUILDING SERVICES DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin, County Planner Kathy Grotto, and 
Code Compliance Specialist Megan Stelma. 

• Update from Hailey City Council January 23rd meeting 

Hailey wanted a briefing on the County’s approach to subdivisions, PUDs, and rezones, and the 
Mountain Overlay District. Both Blaine County and Hailey have active applications for Quigley Canyon.  
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

• Thomas Plat Amendment 
Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and 
Decision of the Thomas Plat Amendment, and authorize the chairman to sign. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
• Underwood Plat Amendment 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and 
Decision for an application by Chris Underwood for a Plat Amendment vacating property lines 
between Lots 4, 5, 6, Block 4, Magic Subdivision #1, and authorize chairman to sign. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
• Sun Valley Area of City Impact 
The City of Sun Valley would like to discuss their Area of City Impact with the Blaine County 
Commissioners at an upcoming meeting. 
 
• Waiver of Appeal Transcript Waiver 
Land use staff recommended that a transcript for the Nelson appeal is not necessary. The hearing 
examiner will provide a written decision. The BCC agreed to waive the requirement for a transcript for 
now, reserving the right to require a transcript if evidence is inadequate. 
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ESTABLISH COMMISSIONER DISTRICTS  

Also present: Blaine County GIS Program Manager Joel Hall. 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to adopt District 1, District 2 and District 3 
Commissioner Districts as depicted on the maps known as Proposal 2, which maps are changes 
to the maps proposed in this morning’s BCC meeting, as reflected in the maps received from 
the Blaine County GIS office, and direct County Engineer to capture the map changes in text 
description of the districts. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES 

• January 10, 2012 Regular Tuesday Meeting 
• January 17, 2012 Regular Tuesday Meeting 
• January 19, 2012 Indigent Hearing Meeting – Executive Session 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve January 10 and January 17, 2012 Regular 
BCC Meeting minutes, and January 19 Indigent Hearing Meeting, as amended. Motion carried 
2/0. 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 4:12 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Angenie McCleary 
 County Clerk Chairman 
 


