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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE JANUARY 2013 SESSION 
 
 
First Day Wednesday, January 2, 2013 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Angenie McCleary, Commissioner Lawrence Schoen, Commissioner 
Jacob Greenberg; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Operations Director 
Char Nelson; Recording Secretary Sunny Grant; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Kate Wutz. 
 
Chairman McCleary called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 

Lili Simpson asked the BCC to be aware of the increasing amount of recreation in the backcountry. This 
results in more people and more impacts on backcountry resources and ecosystems; and more wildlife 
coming into the populated areas of the valley and onto the highway. Public lands may need more 
wildlife management and interaction among user groups to maintain sustainability. Trails and resources 
will need to be monitored and maintained. Perhaps a tax on recreational users will be necessary.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from 
disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

• Cases #12-08-130, #12-09-140, #12-09-144, and #12-12-160 

Present were: Blaine County Indigent Services Manager Brooke Roberson and Indigent Services 
Assistant Amy Rivkin. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho 
Code 67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Greenberg (aye), Schoen (aye), 
and McCleary (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to deny Application for Assistance Case #12-12-160, 
based on staff recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Application for Assistance Case #12-09-
144, with reimbursement of $25.00 per month when the applicant is able to pay, based on staff 
recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Application for Assistance Case #12-08-
130, with reimbursement of $25.00 per month when the applicant is able to pay, based on staff 
recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve Application for Assistance Case #12-09-
140, with reimbursement of $50.00 per month, based on staff recommendation. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Clerk’s Report – JoLynn Drage  
No report at this time. 
 
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION 

• Resolution 2013-01 authorizing the execution of the application for federal 
 assistance dated December 12, 2012 for a project at or associated with 
 the Friedman Memorial Airport.  ........................................................................... Record #______ 
Schoen moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve Resolution 2013-01 authorizing execution 
of the application for federal assistance by Blaine County as co-sponsor of Friedman Memorial 
Airport . Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Sub-Grant Award Document – EMW-2011-EP-00082 – close-out document for the 2011 EMPG 

grant 
Also present: Blaine County Disaster Services Coordinator Chuck Turner. 

This is close-out of the 2011 grant, accepting final amount. 

Schoen moved, seconded by Greenberg, to accept the final award of Bureau of Homeland 
Security Emergency Management Planning 2011 Subgrant EMW-2011-EP-00082 for $18,120.28, 
and authorize the chairman to sign the grant documents. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION, continued 
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Operations Director – Char Nelson 
Also present: Blaine County Engineer Jeff Loomis; Idaho Mountain Express reporter Kate Wutz. 

• East Fork Road past Hyndman Creek bridge has flooded the past few years. Road and Bridge 
attempted to correct the problem last fall. Shortly afterward, Commissioners received letters 
expressing concern that the road improvements had narrowed the road, making it unsafe for 
vehicles and difficult for emergency vehicles. County Road and Bridge Manager Tom Duffy and 
Ketchum Fire Chief Mike Elle thought the road was okay, but the private snowplow operator who 
plowed the road said it was too narrow. Site inspections by the County Engineer revealed that 
several cars had gone off the road. The road will be reassessed in the spring.  

• The BCC should consider funding for the FY2014 Road and Bridge budget soon. Many Blaine 
County roads are rural and old, but people live on them and have high expectations for their 
usability and maintenance. The County has to have open conversation with residents and the road 
crew about improvements and the potential for unintended consequences. Motorists have to use 
reasonable driving habits on these roads. 

• The Recycle Center’s loader had to have substantial repairs. 
• The Weed Department hired an Outreach Coordinator. 
• Loomis and Nelson will meet with Brandon Keller to do final review of preliminary plans for the 

Adams Gulch Bridge prior to a public hearing of the proposed design.  
• The Old County Courthouse shed dormer construction project is about half done. 
 
County Administrator – Derek Voss 
• County departments updated the County’s website to meet the Sunshine Review’s requirements for 

a more transparent website.  
• Blaine County and its employees achieved 95% compliance with Idaho Cities Risk Management 

Program (ICRMP) requirements for a reduced insurance premium next year. 
• The BCC previously directed Voss to research Evans Investments’ offer to appraise the value of the 

Blaine Manor building. Voss doesn’t think this is the right time to do this. 
 
BOARD REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Mountain Rides Update – McCleary 
• The BCC will interview two candidates for Blaine County’s appointee to the Mountain Rides Board 

in an upcoming meeting. 
• Mountain Rides had an option to buy a Bellevue parcel on which to develop a “South County” bus 

facility, but a zoning change application needed to develop the bus facility on the parcel was 
denied. The BCC has directed County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin to see if two County-
owned lots in Bellevue would work for the bus facility. 

• Blaine County and local city jurisdictions have subsidized Bellevue’s transit service for years. The 
Mountain Rides Board is now debating whether to reduce Bellevue transit service. The BCC agreed 
that transit service throughout the valley benefits everyone and service to Bellevue should not be 
reduced. Bellevue’s residents should have the opportunity for input to their Council, and Bellevue 
Council should talk to Mountain Rides before any further decisions are made. 

 
• Comment letter to Forest Service – McCleary 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin. 

The BCC discussed sending a comment letter to the Forest Service regarding a grazing allotment in 
Greenhorn Gulch. Land Use has no comment at this time. Schoen said the proposed permittee was 
active in the Wood River Wolf Project and well aware of multiple issues in Blaine County. Greenberg 
didn’t want to give any impression that the BCC actually supported the permit. McCleary’s concern is 
that this is a high-use area. The BCC didn’t have a solid perspective on the permit, and decided to not 
comment. 
 
Smiley Creek Transfer Station – Schoen 
Blaine County is being asked by the Forest Service to resubmit a permit application for the dumpsters 
at Smiley Creek. 
 
Southern Idaho Solid Waste District (SISWD) – Schoen 
• The SISWD Board is close to final versions of the waste disposal agreements that will cover the 

County’s membership in the SISWD for the next 20 years. 
• Leases are nearing final draft. All Blaine County sites—Ohio Gulch, Carey transfer station, and a 

West Magic site in Camas County owned by SISWD that would be transferred by quit claim to 
Blaine County—would all be owned by the County and leased to the SISWD. 

• The SISWD Board approved purchase of a horizontal wood grinder. The grinder will travel to the 
different districts to grind clean wood for mulch and compost. The SISWD is encouraging transfer 
station managers to create a market for the product, and keep clean wood separated from 
contaminated wood. 

 
Northern Rockies Folk Festival – Greenberg 
Greenberg is working with Hailey's Economic Development director Micah Austin and the Northern 
Rockies Folk Festival Executive Director Pete Kramer to recruit younger participants and more actively 
promote the event.  
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Blaine County Fair – Greenberg 
Greenberg is getting involved in the Blaine County Fair. Events in all parts of Blaine County are very 
important to the County’s economic future. 
 
COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY POLICY ENFORCEMENT DISCUSSION 

Also present: Blaine County Operations Director Char Nelson; Road and Bridge Manager Tom Duffy; 
Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Engineer Jeff Loomis; Blaine 
County GIS Program Manager Joel Hall; County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; Senior Planner 
Kathy Grotto; Code Compliance Specialist Diane Shay; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Kate 
Wutz. 
 
There are 180 right-of-way encroachment violations in Hulen Meadows. In the past year, Nelson 
attended the Hulen Meadows Homeowners Association meeting to make them aware of the problem. 
The Homeowners Association fully supports the County’s encroachment enforcement since they want 
to install new water lines.  
 
County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves said Blaine County has a legitimate need to 
maintain County roads safely and efficiently. The County has the right to enforce the right-of-way, and 
Idaho Statute sets forth the process to do so. The County’s Operations Department has been very 
patient with homeowners who have right-of-way encroachments.  
 
The BCC acknowledged that Hulen Meadows presented a particular problem, but that rights-of-way 
throughout Blaine County would be enforced consistently.  
 
Last fall, County staff photographed each Hulen Meadows encroachment and mailed letters with photos 
to 41 of the 180 homeowners before the weather changed. Staff will mail letters with photos to the 
remaining 140 homeowners this spring. Staff has received 27 responses to the 41 letters. 25 
responders have already removed or agreed to remove the encroachments. A couple didn’t think it was 
their responsibility to remove the encroachments, so staff sent a letter noting Idaho Statute dealing with 
County authority to enforce removal of right-of-way encroachments.  
 
Nelson proposed that staff send out a second letter to the remaining 14 non-respondents with a return 
compliance card that the encroachment would be removed by June 15. The BCC directed the County 
Attorney and Ms. Nelson to discuss next steps and timeline 
 
BOARD LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS AND PROJECT PRIORITIZATION WORKSHOP  

Also present: Commissioners’ Assistant Jenny Lovell and Friedman Memorial Airport Manager Rick 
Baird. 

The Commissioners reviewed the BCC’s ongoing list of projects and liaison assignments. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg, who recently replaced retiring Commissioner Tom Bowman, was named 
liaison to the County Clerk and County Assessor, and several other local organizations. 
 
The BCC agreed that all County Commissioners should attend the Blaine Regional Leadership Council 
meetings.  
  
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 12:26 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Angenie McCleary 
 County Clerk Chairman 


