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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE JULY 2014 SESSION 
 
 
Second Day Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Vice-Chairman Jacob Greenberg, Commissioner Angenie McCleary; County 
Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; and Recording Secretary Sunny Grant. 
 
Chairman Schoen was absent from today’s meeting. 

 

Vice Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Claims – Schar Boyd 
• Deputy Auditor Schar Boyd presented the claims. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve claims dated July 2, 2014, with an 
additional claim to pay the General Obligation Bond for $616,128.75, presented by staff. Motion 
carried 2/0. 
 
County Administrator - Derek Voss 
 Voss updated the BCC on Safe Haven’s construction progress. 

 Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation Settlement Status Update 
 Graves reported the Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation property has been sold to the Animal Shelter 

of the Wood River Valley. Proceeds from the sale have been distributed in accordance with CCRF’s 
agreement with Blaine County. 

 McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to acknowledge that Croy Canyon Ranch 
Foundation has met all of the obligations in the agreement to dispose of real property and 
distribute sale proceeds and conclude the contractual relationship, and, as a result, Blaine 
County concludes that its contractual relationship with Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation is 
concluded and authorize the BCC to write a letter stating this to CCRF. Motion carried 2/0. 

 
Operations Director – Char Nelson 
 Blaine County received an invitation from Sawtooth National Forest Environmental Coordinator 

Carol Brown to participate in a climate change planning partnership. McCleary will attend the first 
meeting to see if partners are interesting in working together to address climate change issues and 
funding a partnership. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
• Beverage license renewals: Globus Restaurant; Smiley Creek Lodge; Albertson’s #130; 

CK’s; Da Vinci’s; Dollar Cabin; Eastside Magic Reservoir; Magic Lantern; Mama Inez; 
Rasberry’s Hailey; Rasberry’s Ketchum; Rico’s Pizza & Pasta; Shorty’s; Silver Dragon; 
Stinker Store #111; River Run Lodge; Uptown Mini Mart; Wicked Spud; Zinc; Veltex Market; 
Sun Valley Inn; Michel’s Christiania; Lewis Street Snacks; Seasons Steakhouse; and Il Naso. 

 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Consent Calendar for July 8, 2014. 
Motion carried 2/0. 
 
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) Website Committee – Greenberg 
The LEPC is developing content and testing its website. 
 
BID AWARDS - OLD COURTHOUSE ROOF RENOVATION PROJECT 

Also present: Blaine County Operations Director Char Nelson; County Chief Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney Tim Graves; and Kreizenbeck Constructors Vice President Joe Saucerman. 

Commissioner Schoen was present by phone for this discussion. 

Blaine County put out three bid packets for the Old Courthouse renovation—one mechanical, one 
electrical and one for general construction. The BCC read bids received into the record on July 1, 2014. 
Bids were then analyzed by Kreizenbeck Constructors. 
 
The Old County Courthouse is 130 years old. The building has serious structural inadequacies that 
present life-safety issues for County employees and the public. Saucerman said much of his 
experience was in renovation of older buildings. Bidders bid on the specs given them, but construction 
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projects on old buildings tend to happen based on what the building presents as the project unfolds. If 
the project changes during construction, change orders will be issued. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to accept bid from Wright Brothers Building 
Company, LLC, in the amount of $927,276 for the Old County Courthouse roof renovation 
project. Motion carried unanimously (Schoen voted by phone). 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to accept bid from Thornton Heating and Metal, Inc. 
in the amount of $40,352, for mechanical. Motion carried unanimously (Schoen voted by phone). 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to accept bid from Doherty Electric, Inc. in the 
amount of $145,300 for electrical work for the Old County Courthouse project. Motion carried 
unanimously (Schoen voted by phone). 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Idaho Code 67-2345 1(d) Indigent, and 67-2345 1(f) Potential Litigation 
Commissioner McCleary moved, seconded by Commissioner Greenberg, to go into Executive 
Session, pursuant to I.C. 67-2345 1(d), to consider records that are exempt from disclosure as 
provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code; and I.C. 67-2345 1(f), to discuss with legal counsel 
the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation concerning the Molyneux 
Gravel Pit Lease. Roll Call: Commissioner McCleary (aye), and Commissioner Greenberg (aye). 
Motion passed 2/0. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to deny Medical Indigent Applications for Assistance 
Cases #2014-33 and #2014-34, based on staff recommendation. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
BREAK 
 
LAND USE and BUILDING SERVICES HEARINGS 

 Picabo Hills Subdivision Plat Amendment: The applicant, Picabo Livestock Company, proposes to amend 

Lot 1A, Block 1, Picabo Hills Subdivision by incorporating vacated Ranch Street right-of-way and shift the 20’ public utility 
and non-motorized public access easement to the southern boundary. The property is zoned Commercial and is located 
within Section 27, T1S, R20E, B.M., Blaine County. 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; County Senior Planner Kathy Grotto; 
and applicant’s representative Brian Yeager. 

Picabo Hills Subdivision Plat Amendment: The applicant, Picabo Livestock Company, proposes to 
amend Lot 1A, Block 1, Picabo Hills Subdivision by incorporating vacated Ranch Street right-of-way 
and shift the 20' public utility and non-motorized public access easement to the southern boundary. The 
property is zoned Commercial and is located within Section 27, T1S, R20E, B.M., Blaine County. 

Grotto read notice. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, that notice was adequate. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
The amended plat includes the Ranch Street right-of-way area, which the BCC vacated on December 
10, 2013; and the 20ft public utility and non-motorized public access easement that is being shifted 
from just north of the vacated Ranch Street right-of-way to the southern boundary of what will now be 
Lot 1B. Affected utility owners have new easement documents recorded. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve with condition this application of 
Picabo Livestock Company for a plat amendment to amend Lot 1A Block 1 Picabo Hills 
Subdivision, finding that it meets all applicable criteria. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
 Lot 9, Greenhorn Subdivision Mountain Overlay District Site Alteration Permit: The applicants, 

Thomas Longe and Maureen Longe, propose to construct a trench and deposition basin to protect their property from 
possible future debris flows. The property is located within the Mountain Overlay and Residential/Agricultural Districts 
(MOD and R-5). The property is on Lot 9, Greenhorn Subdivision, and the address is 171 Greenhorn Road. 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; Code Compliance Specialist Diane Shay; Zoning Specialist Nancy Cooley; 
Blaine County Engineer Jeff Loomis; applicants Thomas and Maureen Longe, and applicants’ 
representatives Jim Zarubica and Gary Slette. 
 
Shay read posted notice. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, that notice was adequate. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
DISCLOSURES: 
 McCleary was onsite twice with County staff after heavy rains; again in the fall of 2013 to consider 

an Emergency Site Alteration Permit; and in March 2014 to revisit the site prior to a Site Alteration 
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Permit. Applicant Maureen Longe and applicant’s representative Jim Zarubica were present at 
some of the site visits to describe mitigation work done around the house. 

 Greenberg visited the site in June with the County engineer and other County staff. The applicant’s 
representative Jim Zarubica was present to give them a brief history and current status of the two 
channels, the catchment basin, clean-up, etc. Greenberg said none of the discussions had an effect 
on his ability to make an impartial decision. 

 
The applicants, Thomas and Maureen Longe, propose to construct a trench and deposition basin to 
protect their property from possible future debris flows. The property is located within the Mountain 
Overlay and Residential/Agricultural Districts (MOD and R-5). 
 
Bergin said there’d been some discussion about a FEMA publication entitled Flood After Fire Risks, 
dated July 15, 2013, which states that “Flood risk remains significantly higher until vegetation is 
restored, up to five years after a wildfire.” 
 
Zarubica said the applicants did their best to minimize visibility of the trench, but failed to meet criteria 
because the site alteration was visible. He said the project is designed to minimize erosion; and 
disputed the County staff report that indicated the project will likely increase erosion. The project will 
rehabilitate the area damaged by erosion by directing the flow into a predictable channel designed to 
reduce erosion. 
 
Gary Slette said the applicants submitted their application for emergency site alteration before the July 
15th deadline. Subsequent amendments to the ordinance should have no relevance to this application. 
The engineers have designed the facility to standards in the ordinance. The property owners want to 
remediate to the extent they can and have some degree of finality. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Beverly Hay Dechevrieux, neighbor to the west of the Longes, has been in a similar situation and is 

sympathetic. She feels the Longes have done an impressive job of contouring and landscaping to 
disguise the trench. 

 
Bergin said revegetation of the trench would help to minimize visibility. Zarubica said all disturbed areas 
will be revegetated with native species. 
 
Zarubica said it’s almost impossible to predict how a 10- or 25-year event might affect the landscape in 
two or three years. Engineers can’t design for every possible event. Blaine County Engineer Jeff 
Loomis said he’d only seen channels designed for 25-year events. McCleary said it should be safe to 
say that any mitigation alterations done should help to some extent. 
 
Graves said approval can be conditioned on providing a 150% bond to ensure all vegetation and all 
remediation is done over five growing seasons. Another option would be for the site alteration permit to 
expire over a certain number of years, at which time the applicants could return with a new 
development proposal. The permit would run with the land, and could affect property value, and/or be 
complicated by new property owners, new code, etc. The BCC has the authority to impose conditions 
they feel are appropriate. 
 
The BCC discussed the current site alteration work and current and future remediation with the 
applicant and their representatives. 
 
ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Neighbor Aaron Dechevrieux said Greenhorn homeowners will scrutinize the Longe project more than 
the County. The County shouldn't worry about what it will look like aesthetically. 
 
The applicant’s engineer said the existing channels are undersized by a factor of about three to 
accommodate the runoff of a 25-year six-hour storm. The recommended work is based on a 
quantitative risk of a 25-year storm and calculated to lessen the risk of runoff of larger storms.  
 
The BCC found it difficult to review the standards of evaluation since the current site alteration 
ordinance was written for emergency circumstances and its standards were not designed for this type 
of long-term site alteration. Additional BCC Comments and Questions: 
 Softening the view of the trench from the road is crucial. A landscape plan would help to evaluate 

exposure of the trench. 
 Is there a difference between a 10-year and 25-year trench? 
 The BCC could not evaluate some standards without a vegetation plan and weed mitigation plan. 
 The hillside has changed because of the rain event and emergency work already done. The 

additional work proposed will create additional scarring on the hillside. 
 
The BCC reiterated that the ordinance is for site alterations for emergency situations. Many of the 
standards are in contradiction to the purpose of this kind of project. Graves said soil erosion, slide 
damage, severe scarring and any other geological instability are all listed as one in Standard 4. Does 
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this project alleviate the totality of all these things? 
 
McCleary said she could not approve the application today, based on information available. She feels 
the application by its very nature cannot meet standards of this ordinance. 
 
The BCC directed staff to draft a text amendment to the Mountain Overlay categorical exclusion 
process, with more appropriate standards designed for this type of project. This application was 
inappropriately tough for the applicant, staff and the BCC. These standards require minimization and 
mitigation through design, and are not intended to address natural disaster. The intent of the 
emergency permit is to allow what needs to be done to save a home in an emergency. 
 
Greenberg did not want to continue the application and set a precedent for other applicants to go 
through the same difficult process. The County needs an appropriate ordinance in place for permanent 
site alteration in the Mountain Overlay District. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to deny application of Thomas Longe and Maureen 
Longe for a Mountain Overlay District Site Alteration Permit to reclaim yard covered by rock and 
woody debris and construct a trench deposition basin to protect their property from possible 
future debris flows, at 171 Greenhorn Gulch Road, based on the fact that it doesn't meet all 
standards in County Mountain Overlay District Site Alteration Ordinance and, more specifically, 
the Standards of Evaluation 2, 3, 6 and 7 in Code 921-5D Design Review Standards. Motion 
carried 2/0. 
 
Slette asked that the approved Emergency Site Alteration Permit be included in the record. 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 4:05 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Jacob Greenberg 
 County Clerk Vice-Chairman 


