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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF BLAINE COUNTY 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE JUNE 2016 SESSION 

 

 

Fifth Day Wednesday, June 16, 2016 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 9:00 
a.m. Present were Chairman Jacob Greenberg, Vice-Chair Angenie McCleary, Commissioner Lawrence 
Schoen; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage and Chief Deputy Clerk Leslie 
Londos; County Elections Clerk Amy Rivkin; County Indigent Services Manager Brooke Baird; and 
County Assessor Valdi Pace. 
 
Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – NONE 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

• Resolution 2016-17 Destruction of Elections Records 

McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the Consent Calendar for June 16, 2016. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 

BLAINE COUNTY DEPARTMENT FY2015 BUDGET PRESENTATIONS 

Indigent – Blaine County Indigent Services Manager Brooke Baird 
• One FY2017 goal is to address outstanding receivables. 
• Indigent staff worked with the BCC in several meetings to set limits for allowable expenses on medical 

applications. 
 
Auditor – Blaine County Chief Deputy Clerk Leslie Londos 
County Chief Deputy Clerk Leslie Londos presented the Auditor budget.  

Merriam-Webster defines the word “audit” as “to examine financial accounts”. The Auditor’s office 
examines Blaine County finances, in partnership with all County offices, to provide checks and balances 
for the approximate $85 million received and spent by the County each year. Hundreds of checks are 
processed each month, each one reviewed by the originating department, supervisors, and 
Commissioners. The County’s dedicated employees make it happen—from all the details of an accurate 
payroll for each employee, to levy rates which determine each resident’s property taxes, to reconciling 
monthly, quarterly, and annual budget statements. 
 
Elections – Blaine County Clerk JoLynn Drage  
County Clerk JoLynn Drage presented the Elections budget. 
In addition to at least two regular elections each year, Elections Clerk Amy Rivkin ran two water district 
elections last year, which are run according to totally different rules from normal elections. Part-time 
Elections employee Kevin Kniffen manages all poll workers and temporary election personnel. 
 
Recorder – Blaine County Recorder JoLynn Drage 
The Recorder handles every single real estate transaction in the county, plus marriage licenses and 
passports. 

In the last year, two very long-term County recorders retired. The Recorder’s office has filled those voids 
really well. Drage thanked the BCC for allowing her to replace a position she originally thought could be 
eliminated, but needed to re-staff in order to open the Recorder’s office five days a week.  
 
District Court – Blaine County 5th District Court Supervisor Andrea Logan 
Also present: Fifth District Administrative Judge Honorable G. Richard Bevan; and Fifth District Trial 
Court Administrator Shelli Tubbs. 

Blaine County 5th District Court Supervisor Andrea Logan took the Commissioners on a behind-the-
scenes tour of what happens when someone gets a speeding ticket.  
• Entering a code incorrectly can turn a speeding ticket into a DUI, with serious ramifications. 
• Court staff are responsible for properly processing each complaint; and properly and accurately 

handling and routing each person who has a court date. With limited back-up, each clerk must be 
dedicated and dependable. 

• Judicial Court staff are preparing for new Odyssey electronic court software, which will completely 
change procedures. 

 
County Clerk – JoLynn Drage 
Blaine County Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners said Recording Secretary Sunny Grant was 
underpaid for the tough job she has in trying to please all three County Commissioners in producing 
weekly meeting agendas and writing meeting minutes. Drage said she knows that clerical positions are 
not equal to life-safety positions, but feels clerical positions are undervalued, considering the behind-the-
scene support jobs they do. Voss agreed, and suggested the County’s Kinds and Levels Chart be 
reviewed for such consideration. 
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BREAK  
 
FY2017 COUNTY DEPARTMENT BUDGET HEARINGS 
WITH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, CONTINUED 

 
Coroner – Russ Mikel 
Blaine County Coroner Russ Mikel submitted his FY2017 budget, including some changes:  
• The coroner underestimated the number of autopsies last year; and Ada County, which does Blaine 

County’s autopsies, has raised their autopsy flat fee price, so he recommended increasing the 
Autopsy line item. 

• $750 to replace the Coroner’s department camera. Staff have been using their cell phone cameras. 
• Increase lab fees for unforeseen expenses. 
• Travel, Training and Education – the Coroner and assistant will have to attend training sessions next 

year; and there will be travel expenses connected with the current murder trial. 
 
Chairman Greenberg left the meeting at 3:00 pm. 
 
Information Technology (IT) – Blaine County Information Technology Manager Clay Landon 
Also present: Information Technology Analyst Spencer Gorringe; Information Technology Specialist II 
Ben Parker; and GIS Analyst/CAD Administrator Chris Corwin. 

IT’s revised mission statement is to “provide cost effective, scalable and customer-centered technology 
solutions that support effective and efficient public services.” Blaine County Information Technology 
Manager Clay Landon presented IT’s FY2017 budget request: 
• IT’s FY2016 first outcome was the overall refresh and stewardship of the County’s system.  
 Next year’s FY2017 budget breaks out individual projects so the BCC can see options and differences 

in different projects and make funding decisions accordingly.  
• $57,960 - FY2017 first priority outcome is a countywide network upgrade. The County needs to 

protect its network, which is directly connected to local police vehicles, the Idaho State Police, Idaho 
Military Division and Department of Homeland Security devices, and microwave antennas on the 
Public Service Facility. Since June 8, the County’s network has had between 75,000 and 115,000 
denied attacks per day. About 20,000 attacks made it through the initial hardware, some of which 
could have had serious impacts, but zero attacks actually penetrated the protection software. 

• $61,106 or $82,607 – FY2017 Outcome Two is for six new servers, three for the Public Safety Facility 
and three in the Annex. The County currently has five servers that were purchased in 2009 and 2011, 
and are no longer supported. The community needs these servers, and they must be secure. 

• $30,080 for desktops/laptops/peripheral refresh. 
 
Liability Insurance – Blaine County Administrator Derek Voss 
Blaine County Administrator Derek Voss said Idaho Counties Risk Management Program (ICRMP) 
insurance coverage was very good, for a reasonable price. 
• The annual insurance premium may decrease once the County is no longer responsible for Blaine 

Manor.  
• The County continues to have exposure-related-to-pollution liability due to the landfill.  
• Voss would prefer ICRMP provide its services without the added expense of brokers, which would 

save taxpayers’ money. Voss will provide an estimate of the broker cost, and the BCC may address 
this concern with ICRMP. 

• The BCC discussed mass casualty and related expense. There is a terrorist exclusion in the policy. 
 
Public Defenders – Blaine County Administrator Derek Voss 
Blaine County Administrator Derek Voss presented the public defenders’ FY2017 budget request, which 
includes a 3% increase. The budget includes three key suggestions: 
• Create different kind of schedule that will enable new attorneys to get background experience. 
• Retain services of immigration law specialist to handle complexities of immigration law. 
• Need on-call certified interpreter/translator. 
 

ADJOURN 

At the hour of 4:11 p.m., with no more business before them, the County Commissioners 
adjourned. 

 

 

 

Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 

 JoLynn Drage Jacob Greenberg 

 County Clerk Chairman 


