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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE JUNE 2016 SESSION 

 

 

Seventh Day Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 9:00 
a.m. Present were Chairman Jacob Greenberg, Vice-Chair Angenie McCleary, Commissioner Lawrence 
Schoen; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Chief Deputy Assessor Martha 
Heuston; Recording Secretary Sunny Grant; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Andy Kerstetter. 

 

Commissioner Schoen was absent until 9:10 a.m. 

 

Chairman Greenberg called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 

 

WOOD RIVER FIRE DISTRICT FY2017 IDAHO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
ACCOUNT III GRANT APPLICATION, Discussion and Consideration 

The BCC received a request from Wood River Fire District to send a letter of support for a FY2017 grant 
application. The BCC supported the Chairman writing the letter of support. 

AMEND AGENDA 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to amend today’s June 21 agenda to include additional 
beverage licenses under the Consent Calendar. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
BID AWARD, 3/8" Chips - Steve Thompson, Road and Bridge 

Also present: Blaine County Administrative Specialist Andrea Walton. 

The BCC previously opened the one bid received from Walker Sand and Gravel for 3/8” chips. The 
County will return Walker’s bid bond check that accompanied their earlier bid for 1/2” chips. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to accept the single bid from Walker Sand and Gravel 
for 3/8" chips in the quantity amount of 1,650 tons, in the amount of $11.60/ton, for a total price 
of $19,140. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Treasurer's Report - John David Davidson  
The Treasurer’s office is busy collecting property tax payments, and has no other report at this time. 
 
Commissioner Schoen arrived at this time 
 
County Administrator - Derek Voss 
• Construction on the Adams Gulch Bridge will begin May 1, 2017 and take about 500 days to complete.  

• Right-of-Way Management Plan  
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; and County Code Compliance 
Officer Kristine Hilt. 

County rights-of-way are a complex topic that have been handled in a myriad of ways over the years. 
County Administrator Voss and staff have worked through layers of policies made in the past and are 
now rebuilding a document for the BCC’s review. The new Right-of-Way Management Plan is meant 
to be comprehensive and cohesive and aligned with the BCC’s original guiding principles. The final 
document will include design and construction standards and technical specifications from Road and 
Bridge and the County Engineer.  

 
• Alpine Investment Group, LLC - Revised Blaine Manor Proposal 

Blaine County received a revised Letter of Intent from Alpine Investment Group that supersedes their 
previous letter of intent. The revised proposal, with deposit of $50,000, is an all-cash offer of 
$1,750,000 and no longer includes an exchange of land. The proposal expires June 30, 2016. 
 
Commissioner Schoen said the County is interested in selling the Blaine Manor property, and has 
many capital needs that could be fulfilled with revenue from the sale. Since Alpine’s price is below 
the $3 million assessed value, the BCC suggested their offer include details of some community 
benefit, as Alpine previously suggested in their original proposal. 
 
The City of Hailey recently offered a proposal for the property, without specific financial details. The 
BCC agreed that Hailey’s offer would have to include cash. Chairman Greenberg will ask the City of 
Hailey to provide details of their proposal. 
 

• 4-H Robotics Program Wi-Fi Request - Sarah Busdon 
The University of Idaho’s 4-H NASA/MIT/University of Idaho Robotics program can’t have their 
summer meetings in the Community Campus, due to remodeling, and asked the BCC to provide 
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temporary Wi-Fi for their meetings in the County Annex. Meetings are three days a week for five 
weeks. County IT said the most secure, least expensive way to provide Wi-Fi is to move it from the 
Old Courthouse meeting room to the County Annex building for the five weeks of 4-H summer 
meetings. The Commissioners supported moving Wi-Fi to the Annex for the 4-H robotics meetings. 
 

CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS, Discussion and Consideration 

• Life Jacket Loaner Station MOU between Idaho Department of Parks and 
Recreation/BLM/Blaine County  ............................................................................ Record #636672 

This formalizes the grant agreement included in the Waterways budget presentation. 
McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve a Memorandum of Understanding between 
Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, the Bureau of Land Management and Blaine County 
for life jacket loaner stations at Magic Reservoir West boat ramp and Hot Springs Landing. Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
• Memorandum of Understanding between Blaine County, Idaho and City of Ketchum for  
 700 MHz P25 compliant radio system  .................................................................. Record #635921 
The BCC previously approved this standard agreement with user agencies. 
Schoen moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between 
Blaine County and the City of Ketchum for a 700 MHz P25 compliant radio system. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
• Beverage License renewals for Atkinson's Market (Ketchum); La Cabanita Mexican Restaurant 

(Ketchum); La Cabanita Mexican Restaurant (Bellevue); Barbara's Party Rentals Inc.; Base 
Camp Warm Springs; Cornerstone Bar and Grill; Cristina's Restaurant; Desperado's Mexican 
Restaurant; Fox Creek Wines; Zinc; The Sawtooth Club; Pioneer Saloon; The Kneadery; KB's 
(Ketchum); Splash & Dash; Whiskey Jacques; That's Entertainment; Perry's Restaurant; The 
Cellar Pub; Sushi on Second; Davinci's; Atkinson's Hailey and Atkinson's Valley Market; 
Magic Lantern; and The Ranch Clubhouse. 

• New beverage license for The Smokey Bone BBQ LLC dba The Smokey Bone BBQ located on 
314 S Main St Hailey. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the Consent Calendar for June 21, 2016. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Dark Sky Reserve Meeting – McCleary 
Commissioner McCleary met with representatives from Ketchum, Sun Valley, Stanley, the US Forest 
Service and the Idaho Conservation League to discuss the concept of a Dark Sky International 
Association Dark Sky Reserve. The core of the reserve would be in the Sawtooth National Recreation 
Area, and extend into Blaine and Custer counties. Ketchum and Sun Valley are very interested, and 
anticipate that a Dark Sky Reserve would have economic and tourism benefit. The BCC invited a formal 
presentation. 
 
Community Mental Health Summit – McCleary 
• In line with Idaho Statute, members finalized a Pediatric Involuntary Hold Process flow chart and 

devised an Adult Acute Mental Health Process flow chart for the hospital and law enforcement to 
follow. 

• Members discussed the concept of community member case review, where law enforcement and the 
hospital identify an individual who seems to frequent the process and see how they can collectively 
help the person without violating HIPAA confidentiality issues. 

 
Idaho Water Resources Board Public Hearing on State Water Plan Amendments – Schoen 
Idaho Water Resources Board has held public hearings around the state regarding the new Sustainability 
chapter of the Idaho State Water Plan. Local citizens offered a number of water conservation ideas to 
the Water Resources Board.  
 
Blaine County Housing Authority (BCHA) Regular Meeting – Schoen 
• There was a brief discussion of the Agave Place issue, which is pretty much over. 
• Executive Director David Patrie presented the updated BCHA strategic plan. Schoen, the BCC liaison 

to the BCHA, suggested the focus of the report could be more on people than housing itself. 
• The housing need in Blaine County is just going to get more acute. 
 
Friedman Memorial Airport Authority – Greenberg 
Greenberg received a letter from someone who supported Hailey Mayor Fritz Haemmerle’s stance that 
the airport should be relocated. A number of people approached Greenberg with support for County 
representatives on the FMAA. 
 
Blaine County Solar Fees – McCleary 
Sun Valley Institute for Resilience is promoting its Solarize Blaine program in July-August. Executive 
Director Aimée Christensen asks the County to consider waiving its solar application fees during the final 
months of Solarize Blaine. McCleary will ask Christensen to make a presentation to the BCC. 
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SIGNING OF ORDER PARTITIONING WRVID 45, Discussion and Consideration  

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves. 

The BCC previously approved the partition and received a draft of the order last week. Once the Order 
partitioning WRVID 45 is signed, the partition is effective. State Statute dictates that the map included in 
the petition is what must be approved in the Order. Commissioner McCleary noted that one property in 
the partition is a large part of the new water district, and gives the district its name, The Cove. 
 
The County Attorney noted that this kind of water district reconfiguration involves considerable staff labor 
and expense to taxpayers. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the order partitioning and dividing Irrigation 
District 45 into two separate irrigation districts, the new irrigation district to be known as The 
Cove Irrigation District, and the remaining district to be known as Wood River Irrigation District 
45. The Order includes an Exhibit A, which is a map detailing the division of the new district. 
Motion carried unanimously.  ..................................................................................... Record #635920 
 
MOUNTAIN RIDES 5-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW 

Also present: Mountain Rides Executive Director Jason Miller. 

The Mountain Rides Board is circulating its new 5-Year Strategic Plan to its funding partners for comment. 
The local economy is improving and federal funding looks good. Mountain Rides public transit has had 
record ridership the last couple years. The Strategic Plan’s main goals are: 
• Build upon what’s working. Review each route; adjust seasonal changes to regulate year-round 

service to consistent 30 minutes. 
• Look at adding service to Galena Summit, Friedman Airport, and possibly Twin Falls. 
• Improve integration of public transportation, improving bus stops with sidewalks, bike connections 

and bike racks. Mountain Rides wants to address all transportation mode alternatives to the single 
occupancy vehicle. 

• Expand marketing, outreach and policy to include more use of public transportation. 
• Review organizational structure and financial resources. 

Mountain Rides: 
• believes a strong public transportation system supports strong vitality, health and well-being of the 

resort-based communities it serves. Mountain rides service must be safe, reliable, convenient, 
pleasant to use, good for the environment and the economy. 

• plans to increase its service hours about 38% and hopes to increase funding about 30% over the next 
five years.  

• hopes to include electric buses by 2020, if not sooner. Funding is starting to become available. 
 
Commissioner Schoen said Mountain Rides has the big picture, but the website could be more user-
friendly, and bus shelters could be better designed. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – §74-206 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from disclosure 

as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

Present were: Blaine County Indigent Services Director Brooke Baird. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, to convene in Executive Session, pursuant to Idaho Code 
74-206 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Schoen (aye), McCleary (aye), and 
Greenberg (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 

OPEN SESSION RESUMED 

McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, to accept cancellation of hearing of Application for 
Assistance #2016-06. Motion carried unanimously. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, to deny Case #2016-27 Medical Indigent Application for 
Assistance, based on staff recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

BREAK 
 
LAND USE and BUILDING SERVICES HEARINGS 

• Introduction of draft Natural Environment chapter for Title 8, Comprehensive Plan Update 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; County Deputy Land Use Administrator 
Kathy Grotto; Blaine County Comprehensive Plan Update Consultant Lisa Horowitz; and County 
Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee member Len Harlig. 

This was noticed as an introduction to the chapter and is not a public hearing. 
 
County Comprehensive Plan Update Consultant Lisa Horowitz and County Deputy Land Use 
Administrator Kathy Grotto presented an initial overview of the chapter entitled Natural Environment, 
Resources, Hazard Areas and Conservation. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
• Comp Plan Steering Committee member Len Harlig said the Steering Committee encouraged staff 

to provide a lot of detail in this chapter because the community’s existence is largely based on the 
natural environment. 

• Commissioner Schoen noted that Idaho Statute refers to “natural resources,” which connotes benefit 
and use of the natural environment; but Blaine County’s Comp Plan refers to “natural environment,” 
which sets Blaine County apart in valuing the natural environment for its intrinsic value. 

• Commissioner McCleary said this chapter is critically important to the community, and in line with the 
BCC’s Guiding Principles. 

• County Deputy Land Use Administrator Kathy Grotto noted the hazard area overlays—floodplain, 
avalanche, etc.—are mapped where maps exist. 

• Commissioner McCleary said Blaine County’s progress in becoming a fire adapted community is due 
in part to Land Use regulations and efforts to protect the natural environment. Staff said more 
information on fire issues and fire planning is included in the Utilities and Services chapter. 

• Sidebars contain content that the team considered important but didn’t fit into the text, including a 
sidebar entitled ‘After the Fire Restoration’. 

• Commissioner Schoen said Idaho Statutes give mining a higher priority for water use than agriculture. 
Harlig said the chapter presents issues over which the county currently has no jurisdictional 
responsibility or capability in such a way that they can be addressed should state law change. 

 
• Lot 1 Grove Creek, Plat Amendment 102 Grove Ck. Ct. Bldg. Envelope Shift: Public hearing on and 

consideration of a Plat Amendment submitted by Brandon & Dixie Williams to amend the existing bldg. envelope on Lot 1, 
Grove Ck. Sub. by extending it 170 feet to the north and remove an easement for the Cramer Ditch. The lot address is 102 
Grove Ck. Ct. and is zoned Low Density Residential (R-1).  

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; applicants Brandon, Dixie and Corbin 
Williams, and applicants’ representatives Garth McClure and Cindy Ward; current property owner Jack 
Flammer; neighbor Paul F. McCarthy; neighbors Chuck and Barbara Corwin and their representative 
Deborah Vignes. 

Bergin read notice. 
McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, that notice was adequate. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Disclosures: 
Chairman Greenberg was contacted by applicant’s representative Cindy Ward to look at the property. 
County Attorney Tim Graves suggested this could be ex parte conversation, so Greenberg did not visit 
the property. He has no financial interest in the property, and feels he can be impartial in considering this 
application. 
 
Garth McClure, representing the applicants, said the property is at the mouth of East Fork Canyon, south 
of East Fork Road. The property in Grove Creek Subdivision is accessed off of Grove Creek Court, off of 
East Fork Road. Grove Creek lots were originally platted in 1978 close to the river, but the Williams prefer 
to build away from the river where there is better sun exposure and views, and safer for their children. 
They propose expanding the building envelope rather than relocating it, to provide maximum flexibility for 
the residence and allow for possible additional outbuildings. The existing building envelope is 9,804sf, 
and they propose expanding it to 26,335sf. The resulting building envelope will comply with setbacks, an 
existing drainage easement at the southern boundary, the riparian setback and Scenic Corridor 1 on the 
southeast corner. The existing grove of trees, greenhouse and shed located in the existing building 
envelope will remain for the time being. The property is fairly flat.  
 
The Code now requires a 30ft setback from BLM land, so this will be indicated on the plat. The applicant 
doesn’t plan any changes to an existing 10ft pedestrian easement on the western boundary, which 
doesn’t continue all the way to the river; or the 20ft drainage easement. The existing gravel driveway off 
Grove Creek Court will access the new residence.  
 
Cindy Ward, representing the applicants, submitted an email from Grove Creek Homeowners Association 
that unanimously approved the enlarged building envelope. Grove Creek CC&Rs limit structures to 30% 
of the lot area.  
 
Commissioner Schoen acknowledged a letter from District 37 Watermaster Kevin Lakey. Scenic Corridor 
I relates to the view from Highway 75. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
• Deborah Vignes, representing Barbara and Chuck Corwin, said the Corwins had lived at 105 Magic 

Mountain Road since 1975; and assented to the original 1978 subdivision plat. There is a berm with 
mature evergreens that separates the Williams’ property from the Corwins, but the applicant’s 
proposed building envelope probably infringes on the berm. Vignes asked that the proposed building 
envelope be moved to the toe of the berm, and a plat note added that says the berm and mature 
landscaping remain. The Corwins would like the proposed building envelope to be reduced. 

• Tax lot neighbor Paul F. McCarthy asked that the berm with mature trees be left in place. 
• Neighbor Barbara Corwin expressed concern that the building envelope expansion, if approved to be 

almost tripled in size, would run with the lot. 
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• Bergin read the letter from Grove Creek Homeowners Association, addressed to Cindy Ward, that 
stated the application to move and enlarge the existing platted building envelope was consistent with 
their CC&Rs that the building envelope [sic] not be more than 30% of the total lot acreage. Anything 
larger than 30% must require approval of the Grove Creek Homeowners Association. McClure said 
the letter should say the CC&Rs limit footprint of structures to 30% of the total lot coverage. Cindy 
Ward read the CC&Rs, Article 5, Section 19, “The area covered by any structure, including garage 
and carports, shall not exceed 30% of the total lot area, without prior written approval of the design 
committee or the Board of Directors.” 

 
This lot is 64,000sf. Other lots in the subdivision have much smaller building envelopes. Schoen said a 
grove of trees bisects the lot north to south, and asked if they could decide if they wanted to build north 
or south of the trees. Applicant Dixie Williams said they want to keep the berm and trees on the west side 
of the property, separating Magic Mountain and their lot. The setback is 20 feet, but she doesn’t know if 
the berm runs perpendicular to the setback. 
 
• Applicant’s Realtor Cindy Ward said it would be unusual for a client to pay for architectural plans 

before actually purchasing the property. 
• Applicant Brandon Williams said their representatives suggested it might be simple to just expand the 

building envelope since they didn’t yet know what their plans were. They plan to build their home 
where the willow grove is.  

• The toe of the berm varies, but Chuck Corwin said the toe of the berm is about 40ft from the western 
boundary. Vignes said they wanted the building envelope to end at the toe of the berm and the trees, 
regardless of where the 20ft setback is. In the R-1 zoning district, the setback is based on the height 
of the structure. 

• Property owner Jack Flammer said the toe of the berm was at least 30 feet from western edge of the 
property and the fisherman’s easement. 

• Layne Thomson, representing the applicant’s contractor, said the trees on the west side would 
probably be left in place, but it was feasible to move them. The willow grove in the middle is not a 
natural stand and could be removed. They haven’t yet designed the house and don’t know where the 
footprint will be, but it was in everyone’s best interests to not be visible to neighbors. 

 
The BCC expressed concern about the significantly larger building envelope, and would prefer to keep 
existing landscaping. They would consider a modified application. Chairman Greenberg expressed 
concern that this size expansion could set precedent for other Grove Creek lots. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Schoen, to continue Lot 1 Grove Creek, Plat Amendment 102 
Grove Ck. Ct. Bldg. Envelope Shift: to June 28, 2016 at 3:30 pm. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ROTARUN SUSTAINABLE SNOWMAKING MASTER PLAN  

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; County Code Compliance Officer Kristine Hilt; Rotarun Board of Directors 
President Jesse Foster, Vice President Craig Johnson; Garth McClure; and Sage Springs Homeowners 
Association Treasurer Suzanne Walsh. 
 
• Rotarun has a wellshare agreement with Sage Springs HOA for three million gallons. 
• As of now, Rotarun has permission from Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) to use 1.8 

million gallons of water for snowmaking. They recently submitted a donated water right with additional 
water to get to the three million gallons. The wellshare agreement provides that 500,000 gallons is in 
a gravity fed pattern to a fire hydrant that Sage Springs can use. They are working with engineers to 
design the best plan. 

• Rotarun demolished the two-story unfinished lodge; and will do fire suppression, grading and 
surfacing, etc., as the project goes forward.  

• The snowmaking capital improvement plan is about $1 million, to include design, pond liner, 
snowmaking system, and snow grooming contract with Blaine County Recreation District. 

• The snow guns are fan-based and chosen to be quiet. Sage Springs HOA and homeowners have 
approved them. 

• The hill will be graded to control runoff.  
• The chairlifts received from Sun Valley Company didn't work and have been sold. Rotarun will keep 

the existing T-bar infrastructure, with double capacity T-bars. 
 
County Code Compliance Officer Kristine Hilt said Rotarun’s last public hearing was in 2012. The BCC 
discussed still-outstanding conditions of approval. The Rotarun Board is developing credibility with its 
neighbors and Blaine County Recreation District, building a business model and working relationships 
for local ski programming, and will then look for public funding. The design team is working with an 
engineer to develop a request for bids and cost estimate, followed by landscaping. The Board is aware 
that increased skier use will increase maintenance costs. 
 
The BCC discussed future funding, hillside construction, and invasive weeds.  
 
County Attorney Tim Graves said Blaine County owns the land; and was required by conveyance of the 
land to execute a land use lease agreement with Rotarun. A 1-year lease was executed in 1993. In 1994, 
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Blaine County Prosecuting Attorney Fritz Haemmerle signed an old 1963 99-year lease for Rotarun on 
behalf of the BCC. The lease lacks provisions for liability and insurance requirements, indemnification for 
the County, etc., and is unlawful because the County cannot enter into a 99-year lease and an attorney 
cannot execute a contractual agreement on behalf of the County Commissioners. Graves and County 
Administrator Voss will draft a modern lease that addresses high risk activities and protects Rotarun, the 
County and its taxpayers; and will provide donors with the confidence that the County and Sage Springs 
can't end the lease as long as Rotarun does good job. 
 
Johnson said the current Rotarun Board of Directors plans to have a new entity operate the facility and 
will create an advisory board to the entity.  
 
• Sage Springs Homeowners Treasurer Suzanne Walsh came to the meeting to support Rotarun. 
 

ADJOURN 

At the hour of 4:33 p.m., with no more business before them, the County Commissioners 
adjourned. 

 

 

 

Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 

 JoLynn Drage Jacob Greenberg 

 County Clerk Chairman 


