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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MARCH 2014 SESSION 
 
 
Sixth Day Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Lawrence Schoen, Vice-Chairman Jacob Greenberg, County 
Administrator Derek Voss; Blaine County Building Official Bill Dyer; Blaine County Grant Administrator 
Michele Johnson; Recording Secretary Sunny Grant; and Idaho House of Representatives candidate 
Don Hudson. 
 
Commissioner McCleary was absent from today’s meeting. 
 
Chairman Schoen called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from 

disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

Present were: Blaine County Welfare Director Brooke Roberson and Deputy Auditor Debbie Piper. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho 
Code 67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Greenberg (aye), and Schoen 
(aye). Motion carried 2/0. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to deny Medical Indigent Application for Assistance 
Cases #2014-15, 2014-14, 2014-13, and 2014-16, based on staff recommendation. Motion carried 
2/0. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to deny Medical Indigent Application for Assistance 
Case #2014-22, based on staff recommendation. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Medical Indigent Application for Assistance 
Case #11-05046, based on staff recommendation. There is no order of repayment  
since the applicant is deceased. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Claims – Leslie Londos  
Chief Deputy Clerk Leslie Londos presented the claims. 

The County budgets for health insurance for the coroner, but the current coroner chooses to not have 
county-provided health insurance. There is currently no Deputy Coroner.  

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve claims dated March 20, 2014. Motion 
carried 2/0. 

 
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS, Discussion and Consideration 

• Closeout of 2010 State Homeland Security Grant Program Award Number 2010-SS-T0-0088  
Also present: Blaine County Disaster Services Coordinator Chuck Turner; and Blaine County Planning 
Assistant Grant Administrator Michele Johnson. 

This is a close-out for FY2010. The County did not expend all the grant funds. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the closeout of the 2010 State Homeland 
Security Grant Program Award #2010-SS-T0-0088, with the amended award of $75,190.80. 
Motion carried 2/0. 
 
County Administrator – Derek Voss 
• 4/10 Service Model 5-Year Review - Sun Valley Board of Realtors Government Affairs Director Bob 

Crosby is again asking the County to review its 4/10 service model. Schoen said the County’s 
original goals were to establish a climate protection program, which reduced CO2 emissions and 
saved the County significant money in utility, janitorial and other expenses.  

 The County’s goal is to provide good customer service to everyone, including citizens and 
businesses. Some citizens can’t get to County services during business hours from 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm. and have taken advantage of the 8:00 am to 6:00 pm extended hours. Some citizens may show 
up on Friday and discover County offices are closed. 

 Voss will invite Crosby to meet with Blaine County Clerk JoLynn Drage, Operations Director Char 
Nelson, and himself to see how the County’s savings compare with what the four-day workweek 
may cost local businesses. They will also explore the expenses and CO2 saved by employees who 
commute to work one less day a week. The County needs to discern what service level businesses 
need and how to meet that demand.  
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• Old County Courthouse Remodel - The BCC has approved a contract with a construction manager 

for the Old County Courthouse remodel; and now needs to craft a contract with a structural 
engineer for the project.  

• MASSV - Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin has offered to work directly with the 
promoters of Music and Art Showcase Sun Valley (MASSV) on behalf of the County. The event 
should be close to a city core to be of economic benefit. The promoters are currently talking to the 
City of Hailey. 

• South Gateway mid-valley sewer project - A sewer capacity study is currently being done for the 
existing Meadows system. Once the capacity study is complete, the developer can firm up his pro 
forma. A consultant is reviewing the feasibility of forming a sewer district.   

• Road and Bridge Levy - Voss suggested the BCC consider $5,000 to $7,500 from the County’s 
Contingency Fund for educating the public about the upcoming Road and Bridge levy on the May 
ballot. Greenberg encouraged the County to fund and build a strong game plan to educate 
residents on the benefits of the levy. 

 Blaine County Building Official Bill Dyer suggested informational road signs be placed on County 
roads. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to authorize the county administrator to expend up to 
$7,500 from the Contingency Fund for the purpose of educating the public about the upcoming 
Road and Bridge levy ballot. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Boulder-White Clouds National Monument Designation Update – Schoen 
Schoen said business owners and operators in Blaine and Custer counties want the opportunity to 
discuss their perception of the benefits and risks of designating the Boulder-White Clouds as a National 
Monument. The respective County Commissioners will schedule a joint Blaine-Custer County meeting  
for businesses and citizens in both counties to discuss their points of view. 

Greenberg said the primary concern he’s heard is what the actual management plan will look like and 
what role the community can play in writing the management plan. One concern is if it will be a unified 
management plan. 
 
Blaine County Community Drug Coalition – Schoen  
The Drug Coalition Board is split over whether they should support the MASSV event. Some members 
believe events targeted for youth are a benefit to the community and some are concerned that this 
particular event encourages drug and alcohol use. The Drug Coalition is working with MASSV 
organizers to help design an event that can be safe and fun. 

Greenberg didn’t think an event should be cancelled because it poses challenges. He suggested 
organizers propose separate camping areas for families and those over 18; and a separate beer 
garden where drinking is confined. 
 
Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) Special Meeting – Greenberg 
Representatives of the County, cities and various emergency service departments met in a special 
LEPC meeting to disburse 2011-12 grant money not yet expended. After presenting their respective 
needs, everyone got money to purchase equipment they needed, including a Raytheon system that 
allows cross-communication between radio frequencies, allowing emergency service providers 
throughout the County to share information. The LEPC is a great organization and fosters real 
community cooperation. 
 
Approval of BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES 

• March 13, 2014 Special Meeting 
• March 18, 2014 Regular Meeting 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Blaine County Board of Commissioner 
minutes of March 13, 2014 special meeting and March 18, 2014 regular meeting as amended.   
Motion carried 2/0. 
 
LAND USE and BUILDING SERVICES, Discussion and Consideration  

•  P&Z Commission Appointments 

The BCC met last week and interviewed one candidate. The other candidate is a past P&Z 
Commissioner and is well-known to the BCC. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to appoint Judy McLean to fill Lili Simpson’s vacated 
seat and Pat Murphy to fill Kim Nalen’s vacated seat on the Blaine County Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Motion carried 2/0.  
 
LAND, WATER, WILDLIFE LEVY PROGRAM 

• Rock Creek Ranch Funding Update 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; Blaine County Land, Water and 
Wildlife Levy Advisory Board Coordinator Clare Swanger; and Mountain Express reporter Greg Moore. 
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The Wood River Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy, Idaho Fish and Game and Blaine County 
representatives will meet next week to discuss open issues and work on required documents for that 
project. The draft Grant Agreement is done, and will go to outside counsel for review. The Grant 
Agreement will take effect simultaneously with Fish and Game’s purchase of the property. The binding 
contract between Blaine County and Fish and Game (currently referred to as a Conservation 
Agreement) and the Purchase and Sale Agreement between non-profits and Fish and Game are in 
process.  
 

When the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) Conservation Easement, currently under review in 
Washington, D.C., is complete, it will trigger the Land Trust purchase from the Rinker family. 
 
Swanger said that trapping, aerial gunning and snaring were issues that were being discussed. Traps 
are of particular concern because people hike with their dogs off-leash. Fish and Game prefers to do a 
Memorandum of Understanding on such things instead of prohibitions or prescriptions.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
• Mountain Express reporter Greg Moore said there were hundreds of little Conservation Easement 

signs along the road in Rock Creek Ranch. 
Swanger said these signs are required to indicate the boundaries of the GRP conservation easement 
where it meets motorized access. The GRP easement is an agreement between the Wood River Land 
Trust and the property owner and has nothing to do with the County. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(f) Potential Litigation 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to go into Executive Session, pursuant to Idaho Code 
67-2345 1(f), to discuss with legal counsel the legal ramifications of and legal options for 
pending litigation regarding the Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation Service Agreement. Greenberg 
(aye), and Schoen (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURN 
At the hour of 11:00 a.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Lawrence Schoen 
 County Clerk Chairman 


