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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MARCH 2013 SESSION 
 
 
First Day Tuesday, March 5, 2013 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Lawrence Schoen, Vice-Chairman Angenie McCleary, Commissioner 
Jacob Greenberg; County Administrator Derek Voss; Chief Deputy Clerk Leslie Londos; Operations 
Director Char Nelson; and Recording Secretary Sunny Grant. 
 
Chairman Schoen called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
Vice-Chairman McCleary was absent until 9:16 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from 

disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

Cases #12-10-147, #12-10-148, #2013-22, #2013-34, #2013-23 

Present were: Blaine County Indigent Services Manager Brooke Roberson and Indigent Services 
Assistant Amy Rivkin. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho 
Code 67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Greenberg (aye), and Schoen 
(aye). Motion carried 2/0. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Application for Assistance Case #12-10-148, 
with a stipulation of reimbursement of $25.00 per month, based on staff recommendations. 
McCleary abstained since she was not present during executive session. Motion carried 2/0.  
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to deny Application for Assistance in Case #2013-22, 
based on staff recommendations. McCleary abstained since she was not present during 
executive session. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Application for Assistance Case #2013-23, 
with a stipulation of reimbursement of $25.00 per month, based on staff recommendations. 
McCleary abstained since she was not present during executive session. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve Application for Assistance Case #2013-34, 
based on staff recommendations, with a stipulation of reimbursement of $25.00 per month, with 
the order of reimbursement delayed up to 12 months from March 5, 2013. McCleary abstained 
since she was not present during executive session. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
The BCC made no decision on Case 12-10-147. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Operations Director – Char Nelson 

• Nelson notified Clear Creek Disposal of complaints that Hailey Park and Ride cardboard bins were 
a mess prior to the Monday pickup. 

• High school students have been handing out recycling brochures.  
• Members of the Wood River Environmental Club want to make videos of the Blaine County Recycle 

Center. 
• Environmental Club students want to visit local residents door to door to distribute recycle 

brochures and survey residents to find out if they recycle and, if not, why not. 
• Operations needs to issue a Request for Qualifications for a general contractor for the Old County 

Courthouse roof and floor joists retrofit project. Does the BCC want the RFQ to give contractors 
cost allowances for hiring local subs? Having subcontractors close by is helpful if there are future 
building issues. 

• Does Blaine County want to join the Ketchum-Sun Valley Chamber? Blaine County is a member of 
the Hailey Chamber of Commerce, which includes Bellevue. There is no Carey Chamber. Nelson 
will check to see if there is a government discount and/or pro rata amount for the remainder of 
2013. The BCC would like to keep in touch with Ketchum-Sun Valley businesses. 

• The BCC received an email regarding 4-wheel drive vehicles causing damage to Colorado Gulch 
Road. Road barriers are frequently moved aside. Does the BCC want to consider obstructing 
access to the road? 
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County Administrator – Derek Voss 
• A proposed amendment to the public defenders contract has been forwarded to the Clerk’s office. 

The defenders are requesting additional services be paid by the County. 
• Blaine County Land Use department has invited Voss to work with Land Use staff and P&Z to 

provide a better understanding of the County's strategic plan and framework in preparation for their 
work on the Comprehensive Plan 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

• Resolution 2013-07 approving a resolution of the Carey Valley Ground Water District 
concerning the assessment and collection of fees assessed by the Carey Valley Ground 
Water District  ......................................................................................................... Record #607045 

• Resolution 2013-08 authorizing adjustment of the Blaine County Sheriff Expense and 
Revenue Budgets to reflect receipt of unscheduled revenue from ICRMP  ....... Record #607052 

• Proclamation 2013-01 Proclaiming April 2013 as Idaho Fair Housing Month  ... Record #607053 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Consent Calendar dated March 5, 
2013. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COURTHOUSE RENOVATION PLANNING DISCUSSION 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; Chief Probation Officer Teresa 
Espedal; GIS Program Manager Joel Hall; Operations Administrative Assistant Lynn Timm; and Idaho 
Mountain Express reporter Kate Wutz.  

The old Blaine County Courthouse was built in 1884, and is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
The Courthouse was reroofed once in 1962; and survived a 6.5 magnitude earthquake in 1982. The 
original roof was designed to shed snowpack weight, but additions thwart that design, causing icicles 
and hazardous snowloads that subsequently step-slide off roof sections and into the alley. The 
building’s masonry, roof beams and floor joists were patched together following the earthquake, but are 
not securely attached to the building’s walls.  
 
The BCC discussed options for the temporary relocation of County offices during construction. 
 
FOREST SERVICE AND BLM QUARTERLY REPORT 

US Forest Service, Sawtooth National Recreation Area 
Sawtooth National Recreation Area Manager Joby Timm 

• Galena Summer Trails Project. The Forest Service is creating a proposal for a multi-year project of 
68 miles of new trails. The Blaine County Recreation District will partner in raising capital for trail 
construction. Most of the trails are on existing roads and user-created unauthorized trails.  

• Data collection for Travel Management Planning on the Wood River side of the Sawtooth National 
Recreation Area will begin in the summer of 2013.  

• New fuels/fire collaborative: Timm met with the Stanley Mayor and City Administrator and the 
Sawtooth Society to work toward reducing potential wildland fire situations. A collaborative group is 
forming to develop a treatment plan acceptable to local residents. 

• There is currently a 30-day comment period on a new Special Use Permit on the Blaine County 
garbage dumpsters at Smiley Creek.  

• Wolverines are being collared and tracked to gather information on how they are impacted by winter 
recreationists and loss of viable habitat.  

 
US Forest Service, Ketchum Ranger District 
Sawtooth National Forest Ketchum District Ranger Kurt Nelson 

• Upper Little Wood Fields Management Project: In the last three years, the Forest Service has 
treated about 2,500 acres of a 55,000-acre watershed. 

• Deer Creek Watershed Analysis of 32,000 acres: Field staff are looking for opportunities to restore 
watershed and vegetative conditions over a multi-year period. 

• Two-year project to realign the 11.2 mile Osberg Ridge Trail between the Baker Creek and Warm 
Springs drainages is in process.  

• Sun Valley Resort has contracted with International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) to design 
novice and intermediate downhill mountain bike trails on Bald Mountain.  

• Working with the BLM to continue thinning vegetation on Bald Mountain to improve recreational 
safety and forest health. 

• Continuing to review grazing allotments south of Galena Summit. 
 
Bureau of Land Management, Twin Falls District 
BLM Shoshone District Acting Field Manager Brandon Brown 
BLM Twin Falls District Associate District Manager Jenifer Arnold 

• The BLM has a court-ordered mandate to complete a revision of the Craters of the Moon Resource 
Management Plan. This will occupy most of BLM’s limited human and financial resources for the 
next few years.  

• Sage grouse: The BLM is doing a large-scale EIS to amend all BLM land use plans, including 
Idaho, to address issues with the potential sage grouse listing effort. 
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• Idaho Power has filed applications to amend two power line right-of-ways into Ketchum. Both lines 
cut through significant sage grouse habitat. 

• Craters of the Moon Grazing Environmental Impact Statement public scoping meetings are planned 
for May, some of which will probably be in Blaine County.  

• The Sage Grouse Environmental Impact Statement will affect grazing across all allotments. 
• The BLM is reviewing mine site notices of intent on land under its jurisdiction.  
• Point of Rocks: A private landowner informed the BLM where the property boundary didn’t follow a 

county road, resulting in a three-acre sliver of land that has been privately farmed for decades. The 
BLM decided the county road should be made the boundary. The private landowner paid for the 
NEPA analysis and appraisal; the BLM still has to do Notice of Realty Action and other federal 
documentation. 

 
Until the BLM gets court-ordered litigation work done, there are a number of ongoing discretionary 
projects and issues on hold, including the North Highway 20 Travel Management Plan.  
 
The Ketchum Recreational and Public Purposes (R&PP) Act was elevated to the State BLM Office. At 
their suggestion, Ketchum hired an independent contractor to complete the NEPA application. 
 
Comments from Blaine County Commissioners and staff: 
• The Blaine County Land, Water and Wildlife levy has $2.9 million available for various public 

conservation-type projects Private non-profits/public partnerships are definitely worth considering. Is 
there any potential to use LWW funds to mitigate wildlife crossings on Highway 75 and County 
roads? 

• There is some interest in non-motorized recreational potential in Alturas Lake and surrounding area.  
 
Public comment: 
Idaho Conservation League Central Idaho Associate Dani Mazzotta asked if the Travel Management 
Plan could be contracted out. Brown said that was an option if someone else paid for it. 
 
BOARD REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Hailey Chamber and Interpretive Center Ribbon Cutting – Greenberg 
Lot of people attended the ribbon cutting, including representatives of Idaho senators Risch and Crapo.  
 
Animal Shelter Board Meeting – Greenberg 
The Animal Shelter Board discussed their audit review and the need to establish better audit 
procedures. They also discussed fund-raising, volunteers, and possible expansion of current facilities. 
 
Sustain Blaine Board meeting – Greenberg 
The Sustain Blaine Board discussed the Sustain Blaine vision and mission statement. 
 
Students from Tuck School of Business completed a review analysis of the CSI Culinary Institute's 
Business Plan, which will be presented to venture capitalists from Boston and New York. 
 
Southern Idaho Solid Waste District – Schoen 
The SISWD Board will evaluate insurance and insurance providers for pollution liability insurance once 
Idaho Cities Risk Management Program (ICRMP) publishes its coverage plan.  
 
The SISWD Executive Director presented county recycling programs to the Twin Falls City Council. 
Twin Falls has lost revenue from their city recycling program. Recycling programs are managed by 
individual counties and not by the SISWD.  
 
Interim Administration of Water Rights in Big Wood River Basin – Schoen 
The District Court February ruling for interim administration on the Snake River Adjudication means all 
groundwater and surface water rights in the Wood River Basin are now administered under partial 
decree, which ends the old dispute process until the final decree is issued. The groundwater measuring 
district formed a year ago will soon be moved to conjunctive management.  
 
U.S. Geological Services and Idaho Department of Water Resources will jointly develop a groundwater 
model to resolve potential future conflicts between water users.  
 
Wood River Mitigation Solutions has submitted a proposal to create a system of aquifer recharge using 
existing surface rights in the Wood River Valley. The Court recently issued an Order Granting Renewal 
of Interruption of Processing, which means the Court has allowed the applicant to extend the delay of 
their process. Blaine County is listed as a protestant on the application, but doesn’t necessarily 
disagree with the proposal to recharge the aquifer to mitigate upstream impacts on downstream users.  
 
Sun Valley Ski Education Foundation Presentation 
on the Olympic Training Site Designation – Greenberg 
Also present: Blaine County Building Official Bill Dyer. 

The Wood River Valley received an Olympic Site designation because Nordic activities and trail 
systems already exist. SVSEF wants to leverage the site designation to benefit the local economy. Two 
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possibilities being discussed are Olympic trials and a Boise State University Biosciences Department 
facility to assess performance of recreational and professional athletes. To draw athletes here, the area 
will need free or very inexpensive lodging, funding sources, and volunteers to promote the activities. 
There are only 15 Olympic designations in the United States. The potential for other Olympic 
designations—for mountain biking, figure skating, Alpine and freestyle skiing, snowboarding, etc—is 
being explored. 
 
Blaine County Clerk – Chief Deputy Clerk Leslie Londos.  
The Clerk’s office will be open on Saturday for National Passport Day in the USA.  
 
BREAK 
 
LAND, WATER & WILDLIFE PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS  

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; Land Use Administrator 
Tom Bergin; Blaine County Land, Water and Wildlife Levy Advisory Board (LAB) Coordinator Clare 
Swanger; LAB members Alan Reynolds, Tom Page, Jim Phillips, and Lili Simpson. 

Program materials revisions: 
• Program Guide 
In an attempt to encourage more LWW applications, the LAB suggests revisions to the program 
materials. The BCC reviewed and revised the Program Guide. The LWW’s outdoor recreation goals are 
to preserve and enhance trail corridors and provide public access to water bodies. The BCC 
acknowledged that sometimes recreational purposes conflict with conservation efforts.  

• Memo on initiating projects 
The LAB defined the criteria it uses prior to initiating a project. There are occasionally projects which 
the LWW LAB would initiate itself, either because the project doesn’t fit the mission of non-profits or 
government entities, or the LWW LAB may have more experience than other organizations. The BCC 
discussed concerns about potential LAB members having conflicts of interest. If matching funds are 
needed, the LAB can approach the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or other potential 
partners, or the LAB can contribute a higher percentage of the purchase price.. 

The BCC approved the redline version of the amended Land, Water and Wildlife Resolution Levy 
Program Guide in concept, and will approve it formally at a later date. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

• Loving Creek Fish Channel Stream Alteration Permit 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; Senior Planner Kathy Grotto; and 
Zoning Specialist Nancy Cooley. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law 
and Decision regarding an application of Trout Unlimited, agents for Loving Creek Ranch for a 
Stream Alteration Permit on Loving Creek. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
•  Grove Creek Subdivision Plat Amendment 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; Senior Planner Kathy Grotto; and 
Zoning Specialist Nancy Cooley. 
 
The BCC suggested a few revisions to the Findings. Cooley will revise the language and resubmit draft 
Findings to the BCC. 
 
AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT DISCUSSION 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; Friedman Memorial Airport 
Manager Rick Baird by phone; and Friedman Memorial Airport authority attorney Barry Luboviski. 

Major discussions at upcoming Friedman Memorial Airport Authority (FMAA) meetings: 
• EIS Termination: For an EIS to remain valid, substantial site work has to be done within three years 

of the final report. Since this is unlikely, the FAA requests that the current EIS be terminated.  
• Site selection: Once project formulation is completed, the FAA can assist the FMAA in finding a site, 

and utilize to the maximum extent possible the material already gathered in the FMAA’s Feasibility 
Analysis and the EIS to date that can lead to a possible site or sites.  

• Land transfer to FMAA: The BCC and City of Hailey need to pass a resolution confirming quitclaim 
of two parcels of land by the City of Hailey and Blaine County to the FMAA, with the provision that 
the land transfer is in the public interest. Graves will draft the resolution and staff will notice the 
Resolution and subsequent quitclaim. 

 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 4:08 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 

 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Lawrence Schoen 
 County Clerk Chairman 


