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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MAY 2014 SESSION 
____ 

BUDGET WORKSHOP - FISCAL YEAR 2015 
 
 
First Day Monday, May 5, 2014 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
10:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Lawrence Schoen (for afternoon session), Vice-Chairman Jacob 
Greenberg, Commissioner Angenie McCleary; County Administrator Derek Voss; Recording Secretary 
Sunny Grant; and Mountain Express reporter Greg Moore. 
 
Chairman Schoen was absent until 1:10 p.m. 
 
Vice-Chairman Greenberg called the morning meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. 
 
OUTSIDE ORGANIZATION FY2014 FUNDING REQUESTS 

Blaine County Community Drug Coalition 
Executive Director Michael David presented BCCDC’s FY2015 budget request for $10,000. 

The BCCDC facilitated an iDFY (Idaho Drug Free Youth) chapter in Blaine County in 2008, starting with 
six high school students. There are now over 200 students who sign a pledge to be free of drugs and 
alcohol, submit to an initial drug test and agree to monthly random drug tests. 

BCCDC works closely with local law enforcement agencies to ensure compliance of local retailers. 
Drugs are involved in most teen suicides, accidents and violent events.  
 
RECESS 
 
Chairman Schoen called the meeting to order at 1:11 p.m. 
 
OUTSIDE ORGANIZATION FY2015 FUNDING REQUESTS, CONTINUED 

Region IV Development 
President Joe Herring presented Region IV Development’s FY2015 budget request for $2,424. 

Region IV Development has loan money available to small businesses in Idaho. Herring asked BCC for 
ideas to reach more Blaine County clients. Region IV set up a local office in Blaine County, but saw few 
applicants. Region IV continues to participate in funding Bellevue water/wastewater infrastructure and 
may play a role in obtaining funding for water/wastewater development in Blaine County’s South 
Gateway area. 
 
Defenders of Wildlife (Wood River Wolf Project) 
Also present: Lava Lake Lamb owner Brian Bean; Sarah Michael. 

Suzanne Stone presented Defender of Wildlife’s Wood River Wolf Project’s FY2015 budget request for 
$5,000. 
 
The Wood River Wolf Project started as a one-year demonstration project in Blaine County in 2008. 
The Wolf Project’s training workshops and non-lethal methods have resulted in the loss of no wolves 
and only 30 sheep in six years. Wolf Project’s non-lethal methods are starting to be used all over the 
world on different predatory species. 
 
Lava Lake Lamb owner Brian Bean said Wolf Project proactive control methods work remarkably well. 
Their current predation loss rate in Blaine County is about the same as it was before wolves were 
reintroduced. 
 
The Advocates 
Executive Director Tricia Swartling presented the Advocate’s FY2015 budget request for $5,000. 

The Advocates Shelter is open 24/7. This year, The Advocates have had an average of 106 clients a 
day, walk in and call in. Last year, the average was 69 per day.  
 
The Advocates offers a youth leadership intern program, where high school students are hired to be 
advisors and program leaders. The youth are treated like regular employees and trained in public 
speaking, graphic arts and other useful tools involved in business and leadership. 
 
Other Advocates programs are a community adult mentoring program in collaboration with The Hunger 
Coalition and CSI; and the Green Dot program to train community members, especially youth and 
teachers, in intervention techniques. 92% of students and teachers know someone who's experienced 
power-based violence.  
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Senior Connection 
Executive Director Kim Coonis presented The Senior Connection’s FY2015 budget request for $60,000. 

The Senior Connection helps people of all ages, many of whom are mentally and physically challenged, 
to stay active, interactive and engaged in the community. The Connection is inviting local businesses to 
visit The Connection as part of their “I Had No Idea” campaign.  
 
The Senior Connection’s fee-for-service programs have declined from 68% private pay last year to 41% 
this year. Home care clients increased from 70% private pay and 30% Medicaid last year to 80% 
Medicaid this year. The Connection has grown to 44 employees. The Connection Club for dementia 
and memory care clients continues to grow. Statistics show 1 in 3 people over 65 will have dementia 
and chronic health problems. The Senior Connection has opened its doors to mentally and physically 
disabled adults over the age of 25, who qualify for no other assistance.  
 
The Senior Connection collaborates with The Hunger Coalition and is seeking grants from other local 
foundations. The Senior Connection expects to get funds from Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation, but 
doesn’t know yet how much. 
 
Mountain Rides 
Executive Director Jason Miller presented Mountain Rides’ FY2015 budget request for $110,160. 

Also present: Mountain Rides Board member David Patrie. 

Mountain Rides public transit service is highly visible and accessible to everyone. The Valley bus route 
gets people to jobs, school, the hospital and to services they wouldn't otherwise  
have access to.  
 
Mountain Rides relies heavily on local funding to provide matching funds for millions of dollars in federal 
funding. The Valley bus farebox provides about 21% of its funding, but Ketchum-Sun Valley bus routes 
are free. Vanpool is funded about 90% from fares. Multimodal programs are funded mostly by grants. 
 
Mountain Rides’ federal funding is looking good for FY2015, but the money won’t be available until 
early 2015. Blaine County’s FY2015 contribution is needed to fund regional bicycle-pedestrian efforts 
and the Valley bus route for the first half of FY2015. Operations expenses are fairly stable, but 
personnel expenses and liability insurance continue to increase. 
 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)  Carla Young 
NAMI Vice President Tom Hansen presented NAMI’s FY2015 budget request for $23,000. 

Also present: Executive Administrator Carla Young. 

Blaine County currently provides NAMI with an office in the Blaine Manor building. NAMI has hired a  
contract administrator and offers regular service three days a week. The budget request includes $500 
per month for office space when it must relocate. NAMI would also like to have classroom space for 
community education and outreach. Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) for first responders results in less 
expense for the county in emergency room visits, emergency service personnel conflicts and court 
expenses. 
 
Executive Administrator Carla Young said NAMI has been funded for three years by a $25,000 Heart of 
Gold grant, which ends this year. The BCC acknowledged that the state has fallen behind in funding 
care of mental illness. 

 
ADJOURN 
At the hour of 3:24 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
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