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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAY 2014 SESSION 
 
 
Second Day Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Lawrence Schoen, Vice-Chairman Jacob Greenberg, Commissioner 
Angenie McCleary; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Operations Director 
Char Nelson; Recording Secretary Sunny Grant; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Greg Moore. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - NONE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) Indigent - Consideration of records that are exempt from disclosure as 

provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

Also present: Blaine County Indigent Services Manager Brooke Roberson. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho 
Code 67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Greenberg (aye), McCleary (aye), 
and Schoen (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to deny Medical Indigent Application for Assistance 
Cases #2014-20, 2014-21 and 2014-24, based on staff recommendation. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION – I.C. 63-105A (7) 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to convene as the Board of Equalization. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
There were no cases to be heard by the Board of Equalization. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to reconvene as the Blaine County Commissioners. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Operations Director – Char Nelson 
  Little Wood Reservoir Road shoulder reseed project is complete at no cost to the County.  
 Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) spring meeting this week. 
 Carey Road and Bridge personnel removed asphalt, chunks and other debris from the Molyneux 

gravel pit. 
 Road and Bridge crews are repairing road potholes and shoulders in north area of County. 
 Trout Architects, Fulcher Engineering and county engineer are preparing for the Old County 

Courthouse roof replacement project. 
 Contracts are being finalized for temporary offices during roof replacement. 
 Sun Valley Board of Realtors Government Affairs Director Bob Crosby asked the County to open for 

business on Fridays. Nelson suggested the SBR consider purchasing carbon credits to offset 
environmental and financial costs of opening County office buildings.  

. Democrat Gulch Road has been closed since last year’s Beaver Creek fire. The BLM asked Blaine 
County to erect CLOSED TO MOTORIZED TRAFFIC signage on the road. Schoen said it is not County 
policy to close County roads or to erect signs on BLM roads. Commissioner McCleary will call BLM 
about the signage and report back at this afternoon’s meeting. 

 Schoen received a call regarding Mecham Road in Carey. The concern is that the new road, which 
is direct access to BLM land, will not be built to County standards and won’t be graded by the 
County. Land Use is also dealing with road encroachment issues. 

 
County Administrator – Derek Voss 
Also Present: Robin Stellers 
 The Idaho 911 Emergency Communications Commission (IECC) is looking for Blaine County 

representatives on their Next Generation 911 working group. BCC supports GIS Analyst/CAD 
Administrator Chris Corwin and Blaine County Vice-Chairman Greenberg as representatives. 

 County Projects Update: The BCC discussed projects and priorities on the May Update to the 
Board of County Commissioners Projects and Priorities Fiscal Year 2014. 

 
APPOINTMENT TO THE SOUTH CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT BOARD OF HEALTH 

McCleary is Blaine County’s representative on the Public Health District and supports Camas County’s 
nomination of Pam Jones. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to affirm the nomination of Pamela Jones to serve as 
Camas County representative on the South Central Public Health District Board. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
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ASSESSOR'S REPORT: COUNTYWIDE VALUATIONS UPDATE, APPRAISAL YEAR 2014 

Also present: Blaine County Assessor Valdi Pace; Chief Deputy Assessor Martha Heuston; County 
appraisers Jim Williams, Joanne Freeman, Tammy Robison, Jarrott Miller, Erin Swanson, and Scott 
Henderson; County Emergency Communications Director Robin Stellers; and Mountain Express 
reporter Greg Moore. 
 
Blaine County appraisers presented their reports: 

Tammy Robison: 
 West and South Ketchum single family land same as last year, but townhouse projects increased 

on average 13%. 
 Ketchum Townsite residential land increased 15%; commercial land increased 5%. 
 Ketchum Townsite residential condos increased on average 10%; commercial condos increased on 

average 15%. 
 Warm Springs land increased on average 15%; North of Ketchum land increased on average 8%. 
 
Erin Swanson 
 Overall Hailey and Woodside land values went up an average of 30%.  
 Hailey Townhomes increased an average of 74%.  
 Copper Ranch Condominiums saw the highest increase in the condominium market at nearly 

100%. Other condominiums in Hailey and Woodside are showing an average increase of 13%.  
 Tax Lots and other county subdivisions are not increasing at this time.  
 Agricultural land values same as last year. 
 Carey Townsite and subdivisions saw a 35% increase in land values. 
 West Magic subdivisions saw a 30% increase in land values. 
 All other areas remain unchanged. 
 
Scott Henderson 
 Land values went up for most of the East Fork area an average of 39%. No change to land value in 

the Buttercup area. 
 Land values in The Heatherlands and Sundance subdivisions increased by 63%. 
 Land value of Village Green subdivision is increasing by 98%. Valley Club itself is not changing. 
 Land values of mid-valley townhomes increased by 30%. 
 Alturas Vista and Cook subdivisions land values decreased 28%. 
 Areas west of Hailey are up 27%. 
 Adjustments were made in Indian Creek to equalize the neighborhood’s land values.  
 
Joanne Freeman: 
 Bellevue land overall increased 22%. 
 County land overall increased 64%. 
 South of Bellevue Farms and west of Highway 75 saw no change. 
 
Jim Williams: 
 Residential land in some areas of the County increased an average of 70%; some areas of the 

County decreased an average of 27%. 
 Residential land in some areas of Sun Valley increased an average of 36%; some areas of Sun 

Valley decreased an average of 28% 
 Residences in the County weren’t physically reappraised. Residences in Sun Valley were physically 

reappraised, with a wide range of valuation. 
 Sun Valley condo foreclosure related sales are decreasing. Sun Valley condo values in some areas 

increased an average of 35%; some areas decreased an average of 9%. 
 Commercial land values in Bellevue were unchanged. There was a small decrease in value in some 

Hailey commercial land. 
 Commercial improvement values in Bellevue and Hailey were unchanged. 
 One Commercial condos in Hailey saw an increase of about 20%. 
 
The assessor reminded the BCC that appraisers use 2013 sales information to appraise property. 
Blaine County is in the second year of its five-year reappraisal process. 39.6% of new re-appraisals 
have been completed. Blaine County’s taxable value in 2004 was $8,060,841. In 2013, it was 
$8,085,347. The 2014 figure is not yet available. 
 
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS, Discussion and Consideration 

• Multiple Project Agreement for Professional Services with  
 HDR Engineering, Inc.  
The Adams Gulch bridge project involves negotiating a land purchase with an adjacent landowner and 
moving a private road. Staff asked that preference be given to local appraisers. 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Multiple Project Agreement for 
Professional Services with HDR Engineering, Inc. Motion carried unanimously.  .. Record #618486 
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 Old Courthouse Roof Renovation AIA Agreement with Trout Architects  
This contract covers additional work with architect’s staff on the Old Courthouse renovation. 
Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the agreement with Trout Architects for 
the historic Courthouse renovation, not to exceed $47,000. Motion carried unanimously. 
 ...................................................................................................................................... Record #618484 
 
 Structural Fee Proposal and Authorization for Professional Services with Tamarack Grove 

Engineering PLLC.  
Also Present: County Operations Director Char Nelson. 
This is for additional drawings for the construction manager. Contractor and crew may discover a better 
way to do things in the middle of construction and be asked to provide additional work on the historical 
building at a time and material rate.  
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve a Structural Fee Proposal and 
Authorization for Professional Services with Tamarack Grove Engineering PLLC. Motion carried 
unanimously. ............................................................................................................... Record #619418 
 
 USGS Joint Funding Agreement for Water Resources Investigations  
Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve a Joint Funding Agreement with the US 
Department of Interior and US Geological Survey for water resources investigations and stream 
gauge accuracy. Motion carried unanimously.  ......................................................... Record #618487 
 
 Software License Agreement between eCore Software and Blaine County  
Also Present: Blaine County Emergency Communications Director Robin Stellers.  
This is a web-based software scheduling program. Stellers recommends the annual payment plan. 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the software license agreement between 
eCore Software and Blaine County. Motion carried unanimously.  ......................... Record #619360 
 
SOUTH CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT, FY2015 BUDGET PROPOSAL 

Also present: South Central Public Health District Director Rene LeBlanc, SCPHD Chairman Linda 
Montgomery, SCPHD Family Home Care and Hospice Staff Cheryle Becker; SCPHD Public Health 
Administrator Jeff Pierson; SCPHD HR Associate Angie Tamayo-Wojcik; SCPHD Environmental Health 
Specialist Bob Erickson; and SCPHD Medical Consultant Peter Curran M.D. 
 
The South Central Public Health District budget committee is comprised of the chairs of each of the 
eight County Board of Commissioners.  
 
The SCPHD has received an unqualified audit the last two years. 
 
LeBlanc guided the BCC through SCPHD’s FY2015 budget. The SCPHD is asking its member counties 
for a 3% increase this year for a total of $1,944,744. SCPHD receives federal health contracts from 
Health and Welfare and Department of Environmental Quality. The District’s biggest expense is always 
personnel at 74%, and it is increasing. Operations is 22% and staying level. Capital Outlay covers 
vehicles and other operating expenses, including building repairs. South Central Public Health District 
has to pay for all documents and services provided by the state.  
 
SCPHD is planning a new facility in Heyburn, with no debt service. 
 
Schoen said state public health appropriations decrease every year, but the state’s population and 
needs do not. 
 
SCPHD is a dedicated fund agency that receives revenue from multiple sources. The Joint Finance and 
Appropriation Committee annually appropriates to the seven districts a lump sum called the Public 
Health Trust Fund. South Central Public Health District funds are appropriated to its eight member 
counties according to Idaho Code (based on population and market value, with numbers from the 
Department of Commerce and Idaho Tax Commission). SCPHD is requesting $242,169 from Blaine 
County for FY2015, up from $237,794 in FY2014. This year’s budget request includes the District 
operating costs at the County level.  
 
SCPHD reported it cost $387,895 to operate a part-time facility in Blaine County. Staff commute to 
Blaine County for 1½ days for three weeks of the month. SCPHD does not provide a full-time nurse in 
any office in any of its counties.  
 
Greenberg said Blaine County was still in the bottom end of needs vs. funds appropriated. The BCC 
has told the SCPHD there are public health needs in Blaine County that are not being met by the 
reduced staff level. Greenberg noted there was a huge disparity in the percentage of Blaine County’s 
contribution over expenses vs. most of the other counties operations over expenses. The BCC 
appreciates the high quality work that SCPHD does in the Blaine County community, but needs more 
hours of service. The BCC scrutinizes all budgeting decisions based on outcome-based budgeting and 
strategic objectives; and will review alignment of the SCPHD and public health mission with the 
County’s needs. 
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AIRPORT SOLUTIONS, Projects Update and Discussion 

Also present: Friedman Memorial Airport Manager Rick Baird. 

Probable discussions at tonight’s Friedman Memorial Airport Authority meeting: 
 Delta is flying jets and enplanements are up; Alaska enplanements are down, probably due to low 

snow. There was less general aviation, probably also due to low snow. 
 The airport is under contract for a new terminal and operations building design. 
 Knife River Corporation is a little behind schedule on Project 1 to modify a number of components 

at the airport, but should be able to complete the project on schedule unless there is bad weather or 
other delays. 

 Project 2 to relocate Taxiway B is ahead of schedule. 

BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Blaine County Regional Transportation Committee meeting – McCleary 
 Work has begun on Highway 75 improvements. ITD made a proposal to Quail Creek to mitigate 

flooding in the area.  
 The Regional Transportation Committee formed a subcommittee to discuss aesthetics of the Wood 

River bridge and make a recommendation to the BCRTC, which will make a recommendation to ITD.  
 The BCRTC further discussed the Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan. 
 Blaine County was approved for a Hospital Drive sidewalk grant. 
 
Post-Beaver Creek Fire Trail Update meeting – McCleary 
 BLM and Forest Service presented updates on restoration efforts. 
 BLM was approved for funding for trail reconstruction for the Croy Creek Trail system.  
 Blaine County Recreation District’s website will track trails that are open and closed. 
  
Southern Idaho Solid Waste District report – Schoen 
The SISWD Board Meeting was followed by an Employee Appreciation luncheon. Blaine County’s solid 
waste volume was on the high side in the District in the beginning, but Blaine County now sends 71% 
less solid waste to Milner Butte landfill since 1994. Solid waste volume for most other counties 
continues to increase. Other discussions: 
 How to contain litter that escapes the landfill in a high wind area. SISWD is installing litter-control 

fences, but litter blows over them. SISWD is developing a service agreement with a neighboring 
landowner for up to $10,000 for his employees to pick up litter in their area.  

 More efficient purchase of aggregate for the cell bedding at better pricing. 
 Cost review of the wood grinding program. 
 Cost review of using longer trailers to haul solid waste to the landfill, and cost/benefit discussion on 

whether to buy the longer trailers sooner or later. 
 
Boulder-White Clouds National Monument Proposal update – Schoen 
The Blaine County and Custer County Commissioners have a joint meeting tomorrow evening in Sun 
Valley. A second joint meeting will be later in the month in Challis. The main purpose of the joint 
meetings is to bring Commissioners and the public together to better understand the issues and look for 
common ground and new ideas.  
 
Road and Bridge Levy Presentation to Ketchum Business After Hours – Greenberg 
Greenberg handed out brochures explaining the Road and Bridge Levy to the Local Emergency 
Planning Committee (LEPC), Business After Hours and whenever he could do so. 
 
Community Transportation Association of Idaho (CTAI) – McCleary 
CTAI does transportation planning and advocates to increase the fuel tax. McCleary suggests Blaine 
County continue to support CTAI with annual $250 dues. 
 
Upcoming District 4 Meeting – Greenberg 
Greenberg, on behalf of the Blaine county Commissioners, will ask District 4 to support a fuel tax 
increase. 
 
BREAK 
 
LAND USE and BUILDING SERVICES HEARINGS, Discussion and Consideration 

 ARCH Community Housing Trust CH-PUD: Public hearing and consideration of an application by ARCH 

Community Housing Trust for a Community Housing - Planned Unit Development (CH-PUD) consisting of 26 multi-family 
units in six buildings and a community building. The project is proposed south of (and accessed from) Broadway Run, 
between the Meadows RV Park and Highway 75, within the Quail Creek PUD Subdivision. The property is zoned Medium 
Density Residential District (R-.4), within the Community Housing Overlay District, Community Housing–South (CH-S) 
sub-district, within Section 31, T4N, R18E, B.M., Blaine County. The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended 
approval of this application on April 3, 2014. 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; ARCH Community Housing Trust Executive Director Michelle Griffith; 
applicant’s architect Mark Sanders, engineer Brian Yeager, and landscape architect Rob King; Blaine 
County Housing Authority Executive Director David Patrie; Fritz Haemmerle representing Michael Engl; 
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Steve Bernauer; and Linda Haavik. 

Grotto read notice. 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, that notice was adequate. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
DISCLOSURES: Schoen disclosed that he sent a letter on behalf of Blaine County to Idaho Housing 
and Finance Association (IHFA) explaining the County's support for community housing to facilitate the 
applicant’s receiving a federal grant for community housing. Schoen said he is impartial regarding land 
use decision-making for this application. 
 
Grotto said Land Use had received a revised snow storage preliminary plan that will be presented to 
the BCC in today’s meeting. 
 
ARCH Community Housing Trust Executive Director Michelle Griffith said Blaine County’s Community 
Housing-Planned Unit Development Ordinance allows a market rate developer to donate land to an 
organization such as ARCH as satisfaction of community housing obligation. In anticipation of this land 
donation from Quail Creek, ARCH applied for and received over $6 million in federal funds ($5,999,000 
in tax credit equity and $840,000 in HUD home funds). 
 
ARCH noticed and invited neighbors in an extended area around the project site to an informal 
community meeting to comment on the project. Griffith personally called interested people and 
explained the project and process and invited them to the meeting; and kept interested people, 
especially Cold Springs neighbors, aware of the project through ongoing emails. 
 
Funding and land for community housing is rapidly diminishing. ARCH needs to provide housing that 
best fits the specific need in this area. The Blaine County Housing Authority (BCHA) current waiting list 
is smaller households looking for smaller units. ARCH has kept the number of bedrooms and density 
impact on the community the same. The revised design is better to create a neighborhood. 
Houses have front porch entries; and each unit has a garage at the back of the unit, with additional 
overflow parking in-between units. Each garage contains a secured storage unit; and rules will require 
all storage to be within the unit or garage. Units have a stackable W/D. Bicycles will be stored in 
garages, and a bike rack at the Community Center. Unit roofs are asphalt shingles and fire retardant. 
The circular entry road is favorable to the Fire Chief. 
 
Applicant’s landscape architect said the interior space has a common area lawn with shade trees. The 
fronts of the units have beds of shrubs for easy long-term maintenance and water usage. The perimeter 
along the highway is landscaped in compliance with Scenic Highway restrictions. The perimeter shared 
with Cold Springs is screened with shade trees, Swedish aspens and lodgepole pines. The irrigated 
landscaped area will be about ½ acre. Snow storage for interior hardscape is in the landscape bed 
areas. Snow storage on the exterior and along the RV park, which is closed in winter, is more than 
adequate but needs to be further refined. The open space design allows for wildlife passage, but Idaho 
Fish and Game indicated there is no actual natural wildlife corridor on the site. 
 
Applicant’s engineer Brian Yeager said the drainage plan drains water away from buildings into dry 
wells or into the landscaped area. Water in the center area will drain away from garages into the center 
of the road and into a drywell. A curb and gutter section on the south end of the property will drain into 
a corner drywell. Developer George Kirk and ITD are forging an agreement to address drainage along 
the highway. 
 
Clear Creek Disposal recommends two recycle bins on site. Mountain Rides and school bus stop are at 
Broadway Run. Commissioners and applicant’s representatives further discussed drainage and snow 
storage. 
 
The funding source requires the development have an accredited management company. ARCH 
anticipates using the same company that manages River Street apartments. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Fritz Haemmerle, representing neighbor Michael Engl, raised a number of concerns. Applicant and staff 
responses: 
 Blaine County Attorney Tim Graves clarified that there are two applications for Quail Creek. This 

application is for a CH-PUD. The BCC previously approved Clear Creek LLC’s application to amend 
the Quail Creek Planned Unit Development Agreement by altering the means of providing 
community housing 

 The proposed project is on one lot. The number of units is consistent with density allowed under the 
ordinance. 

 An architectural plan was submitted. The proposed project is all CH units, which comprise the CH 
plan. Calculations, including income levels, were attached in a table format.  

 Idaho Fish and Game submitted input on the Community Housing Overlay District when it was 
established. 

 The proposed development is the community housing requirement part of Quail Creek PUD. 
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Because this new plan is 100% for lower-income households and better suited to the BCHA waiting 
list, BCHA considers it of equal or higher value to the prior plan approved by the BCC. BCHA’s 
2009 database included 38% “low income” households; BCHA’s current database includes 49% low 
income households. There are now 1BR, 2BR and 3BR units. This proposed project will meet the 
County’s housing need better than the previously-approved plan.  

 Proposed units are affordable rental apartments, which is allowable under a CH-PUD.  
 Roadways within the subdivision are not public and are not required to be 60 feet wide. BCC 

previously indicated support for the private access road to be placed within the highway setback. 
The Scenic Highway Overlay specifically addresses earthen berms, walls and fences. This 
development includes none of those.  

 Parking will be signed and striped and enforced by the property management company. There is 
parking in-between units and no parking on roadways. The development exceeds the parking 
requirement. 

 ARCH has a “will-serve” letter for water and sewer supply and for sewage service. The Meadows 
Treatment Plant has to comply with DEQ standards and has to be inspected. Inspections are 
current. Mid-Valley Sewer and Mid-Valley Water have contracted to provide water and sewer to 
Quail Creek. Any water and sewer compliance issues are with Mid-Valley. When ARCH applies for 
final design, water and sewer infrastructure will have to be reviewed and approved by DEQ. Any 
deficiencies will have to be resolved to DEQ satisfaction before the plan set can be approved.  

 
 Steve Bernauer said Cold Springs is on a well that could be contaminated by this development. He 

asked about setbacks, height of the buildings and increased population in the south end of the 
project. Bernauer asked if the small "canal" running near his property will have increased water and 
snowmelt flow and be a flooding concern. 

 Applicant responded that the development is set back 32 feet, which exceeds the required setback 
of 20 feet. The unit at the end of the property is one-story, and there are no windows on the side 
facing Cold Springs. Applicant engineers have been careful to make sure there are no adverse 
impacts caused by the development. 

 
The BCC reviewed the project against individual Standards of Evaluation. The project needs to be 
recorded in a way to document the beginning of the 40-year maximum mortgage period. A condition of 
approval will indicate exterior lighting requirements of the Dark Sky Ordinance. Schoen said the Scenic 
Overlay limits berms and other landscaping along the highway, but felt there is adequate setback to 
provide a landscaping buffer to screen the project’s garages and parking area. 
 
Residential buildings and garages are the same color scheme. The community building is the same 
colors in a different format. 
 
The BCC confirmed prior input made on the site plan, including setback modifications discussed by 
BCC in February, 2014; intrusion of the subdivision roadway into the 100-foot setback; and the 
landscape plan submitted today.  
 
Commissioners requested: 
 Additional detail of snow storage.  
 Fish and Game comment on the previously-approved plan and the revised Community Housing - 

Planned Unit Development plan. 
 Timeline as specified by legal counsel. 
 Offsite plan, specifically bus stop and public transportation. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to continue the public hearing and consideration of 
an application by ARCH Community Housing Trust for a Community Housing - Planned Unit 
Development (CH-PUD) to 2:00 pm Tuesday, May 13, 2014. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
LAND USE and BUILDING SERVICES, Discussion and Consideration 

• Comprehensive Plan Update 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin and Senior Planner Kathy Grotto. 

The BCC agreed the consultant’s edits on the Comprehensive Plan were beneficial and worthwhile. 
Grotto said two potential additions were since sent to the consultant. 
 
 Croy Canyon Ranch Subdivision Plat Note 
Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin and Senior Planner Kathy Grotto; Code Compliance Specialist Diane Shay; 
County Engineer Jeff Loomis; Linda Haavik; and Brian Yeager. 

The Croy Canyon Ranch plat includes a note that states if Lot 1 (the lot farthest northwest) is not used 
as a public facility, then development on Lot 1 shall be limited to one residential plus accessory dwelling 
units and structures, or subject to modification of the plat note by the BCC. The plat note also applies to 
Lot 2, the lot immediately east of Lot 1. 
 
The Animal Shelter of the Wood River Valley asked the County’s Land Use department and the Blaine 
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County Commissioners to evaluate whether the Animal Shelter of the Wood River Valley’s operation fits 
within the definition of a public facility. Bergin as Blaine County Land Use Administrator felt the animal 
shelter fit the “broader sense” of the plat note’s term “public facility,” but did not fit the County Code’s 
definition of “public facility,” which is very specific. A number of years ago, the County modified the 
Code for the R-5 zoning district to allow for conditional use permits to allow animal shelters. 
 
Schoen said this type of question is typically addressed by the Land use Administrator. Blaine County 
Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves agreed, and suggested the BCC not “leapfrog” the 
administrative process. The Animal Shelter of the Wood River Valley can pursue a conditional use 
permit for the property once it is acquired, which use would not be contrary to the plat note in place. If 
necessary, the BCC would be an appellate body.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Linda Haavik said the County’s definition of “animal shelter” included the word “public”. 
 
 Siedler Building Permit Refund 
Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin. 

The applicant originally applied to build a 5,000sf house, but reduced the size to 3,400sf, resulting in a 
lower valuation and fees.  

Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve a refund from the Blaine County Building 
Department for David Siedler, Building Permit #2014-010, for $2,811.42, since the total building 
constructed was smaller than anticipated. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Emergency Mountain Overlay District/Site Alteration Permit Timelines 
Also present: Code Compliance Specialist Diane Shay; County Engineer Jeff Loomis; and Brian 
Yeager, representing the applicant.  

Bergin said the Emergency Mountain Overlay ordinance requires emergency work to have commenced 
by July 15. The ordinance was subsequently amended to allow the BCC’s discretion in setting an 
appropriate timeframe. Some projects were issued emergency permits under the emergency ordinance, 
but now may need more time for the ground to stabilize and to determine what mitigation is best. Staff 
asks for permission to present particular applications with extension requests for the BCC to evaluate 
under existing Code. County engineer Jeff Loomis and engineer Brian Yeager agree that the 
Greenhorn Basin, Deer Creek and other areas continue to be unstable and support this request as 
reasonable.  
 
 Democrat Gulch Road, CONTINUED FROM EARLIER IN THE MEETING 
Also present: County Operations Director Char Nelson. 

McCleary contacted BLM regarding the closing of Democrat Road. Democrat Road is owned by the 
County, the BLM and part of the road may be private. Part of the road is impassable, and some of it is 
difficult to traverse. The road accesses trailheads on private land, and private property owners should 
sign those trailheads as PRIVATE PROPERTY - CLOSED. The BLM would like to keep users off the trails to 
avoid the spread of cheatgrass. 
 
Nelson said Road and Bridge needs to drive the road and make a recommendation to the BCC on what 
other action is appropriate.  
 
ADJOURN 
At the hour of 4:11 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
  JoLynn Drage Lawrence Schoen 
  County Clerk Chairman 


