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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE NOVEMBER 2011 SESSION 
 
 
Fourth Day Tuesday, November 22, 2011 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Angenie McCleary, Vice Chairman Tom Bowman, Commissioner 
Lawrence Schoen; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Operations Director Char Nelson; Recording Secretary 
Sunny Grant; and Idaho Mountain Express reporter Kate Wutz. 
 
Chairman McCleary called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Also present: Michael Frith 

Frith expressed concern that banks were foreclosing and not dealing honestly with the homeowners. 
He asked if the County could do anything, and suggested the Sheriff delay eviction proceedings in the 
winter. 
 
AMEND AGENDA 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to amend today’s agenda for November 22, 2011 to 
include a Sheriff’s Department Report. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from 

disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

• Case #12-10-004 
• Case #12-10-006 

Present were: Blaine County Welfare Director Wilma Colter and Assistant County Welfare Director 
Connie Kacalek. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code 
67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Schoen (aye), Bowman (aye), and 
McCleary (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to deny Case #12-11-004, based on staff 
recommendations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to deny Case #12-11-006, based on staff 
recommendations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Sheriff’s Department – Sheriff Gene Ramsey 

There is a mediation hearing scheduled in Canyon County before the Idaho Emergency 
Communications Commission (ECC) to discuss/determine whether cities have to pay for dispatch 
services. BCC will try to have a representative at that ECC hearing. 
 
The ECC is holding Blaine County’s mediation hearing in Hailey. The BCC suggested the hearing be 
held in the Blaine County Courthouse meeting room to allow for good recording of the hearing. County 
Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves will present Blaine County’s case before the ECC.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Vicki Dick 
• Requests for Cancellation of Taxes 

Dick presented explanations for the three tax cancellation requests. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the request for cancellation of taxes in the 
total amount of $144.68 for Parcel RPB00000510060 and mobile home property 
MH1TB00051006A, due to fire loss. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the request for cancellation of taxes in the 
amount of $259.87 on Parcel #RPB00000360080. Parcel is now exempt since it is owned by the 
City of Bellevue. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the request for cancellation of taxes on four 
parcels owned by four separate owners: Parcel #MH1TRTM000082A for $5.62; Parcel 
MH1TB00088002B for $22.42; Parcel PP1P00000A2610 for $1.94; Parcel PP1P00000I1290 for 
$1.30. 2011 tax amounts were prepaid and should be cancelled. Motion carried unanimously. 
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Claims – Schar Boyd 
Deputy Auditor Schar Boyd presented the claims. 

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the second batch of claims dated November 
17, 2011. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Assessor’s Report – Valdi Pace 
Also present: Blaine County Human Resources Generalist Susan Potucek. 

Potucek said Rebecca MacLaren had accepted the Chief Deputy Assessor position. She will start in 
January 2012. The position was budgeted for 35 hours, but Pace requested it be changed to 40-hour 
exempt, which would better enable MacLaren to supervise personnel and allow for extra hours during 
busy periods. BCC agreed that this supported their strategic objective of efficient administration. 
 
Probation Report – Chief Probation Officer Teresa Espedal 
• Juvenile Justice Update  
Idaho’s Juvenile Corrections Department requested data on how local juvenile probation departments 
operate with the funding they receive. Espedal reported Blaine County Probation’s funding comes from 
state grant funds, state tobacco tax, and from the lottery when there are winners in Idaho. 
 
With a month left in calendar year 2011, there have been 140 juvenile probation filings, vs. 88 total in 
2010. The number of Blaine County juveniles housed at the Snake River Detention Center in 2011 is 
about three times last year’s number. 
 
A higher percentage of the crimes are serious felonies, and recidivism is higher. Many crimes are due 
to drugs and alcohol use. Blaine County substance abuse levels are higher than state and national 
averages. 
 
Probation would like to make parents responsible for some of the costs. The judge can order parental 
responsibility, but the department has to be set up to collect and track the money. 
 
Operations Director – Char Nelson 
• The Recycling Advisory Committee’s first meeting had 100% attendance. Committee members 

include representatives of Blaine County jurisdictions, Sun Valley Resort, non-profit organizations, 
and the Southern Idaho Solid Waste District. The committee plans to visit the Blaine County 
Recycling Center at Ohio Gulch, and their next meeting will precede BCC’s upcoming public 
meeting on recycling.  

• Regional Weeds meeting featured EPA explaining the new National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit process. A NPDES permit is primarily for larger governmental agencies. 
Cities with population under 10,000 do not have to apply. There are no additional Idaho water 
standards that have to be adhered to. The permit requires three documents: Notice of Intent 
(including map of area to be sprayed), which is good for five years, and has to be filed four weeks 
prior to application; a five-year Pesticide Discharge Management Plan that is updated annually; and 
an annual report from the previous year that is due February 15. 

 
Individuals with agricultural run-off are not included in the permit process, even if the runoff flows into 
waters of the U.S. Individuals have to file for a permit if they are spraying 20 acres or 20 linear miles of 
waterway. If an individual is spraying near a creek or stream, but doesn’t fall within the threshold of the 
permitting process, they are required to read the permit and abide by it, but aren’t required to file for a 
permit.  
  

Clerk’s Report – JoLynn Drage 
• Auditor completed the annual audit, and didn't report any issues. 
• Working with County Administrator on fleet management. With few exceptions, all County cars will 

be managed by one staff person instead of different departments. 
• Retired Sheriff’s Department cars may be auctioned.  

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

• Emergency Medical Services Agreement with Wood River Fire Protection District 
  ................................................................................................................................ Record #592801  
• Public Safety Facility HVAC Service Contract with Hobson Fabricating Corp. . Record #593767 
• Snow Removal Agreement with Clearwater Landscaping for Blaine Manor  .... Record #592357 
• Snow Removal Agreement with Clearwater Landscaping for Annex Building  . Record #592358 
• Snow Removal Agreement with Clearwater Landscaping for Old Courthouse  Record #592359 
• Snow Removal Agreement with Clearwater Landscaping for Judicial  
 Building  ................................................................................................................. Record #592360 
• DataTel Communications Maintenance Agreement for Mitel CS5200  
 Phone System  ....................................................................................................... Record #593544 
• DataTel Communications Maintenance Agreement for Intertel Axxess 256  
 Phone System  ....................................................................................................... Record #593543 
• Telecommunication Services Agreement with Syringa Networks - Annex  ....... Record #592763 
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Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, to approve the Consent Calendar for November 22, 2011. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BOARD REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

State Interoperability Executive Council (SIEC) meeting – Bowman  
• The statute that created the SIEC has a sunset clause, and needs to be reauthorized this year.  
• District Interoperability Governance Board (DIGB) met to review the Statewide Operations Plan. All 

state systems are interoperable; but, due to limited finances and no funding for statewide 
compliance, local jurisdictions are still working toward interoperability.  

 
All Blaine County law enforcement is on 700MHz; fire departments are interoperable, and are gradually 
moving to 700MHz as new equipment is purchased. 
 
4-H Coordinator Candidate Selection Process – Schoen  
The 4-H Coordinator selection committee interviewed and ranked six candidates. The committee was 
very impressed with the top candidates. The U of I will offer the position to the top-ranked candidate.  
  
Blaine County Community Drug Coalition – Schoen  
• The regular Board meeting discussed the FY2012 budget.  
• The Alcohol Compliance Committee is considering a social hosting ordinance, which would clarify 

County Code with respect to serving alcohol to minors on private premises. 
• The Drug Coalition wants to reinvent a mentoring program for high risk youth. Big Brothers Big 

Sisters (BBBS) program is no longer active in Blaine County, although there is residual support for 
established BBBS relationships that will continue until the kids graduate. 

• The Drug Coalition presented the School Board of Trustees with information on the proposed Social 
Hosting Ordinance.  

• The Drug Coalition is researching school drug testing programs. 
 
South Central Public Health meeting – McCleary  
• The most recent Public Health meeting welcomed legislators and County Commissioners. Most 

pressing proposed legislation before the Health District is a ban on e-cigarettes to minors. 
• Each department in the South Central Public Health District reported on their department. 
 
Croy Canyon Ranch Foundation Board meeting – McCleary 
Meeting was cancelled. 
 
Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative meeting – McCleary  
The committee is trying to develop a model where the state would provide some core services, and 
other support and intervention services would be regional. The committee would like to propose 
legislation this session.  
 
High Country Resource Conservation Development Area – McCleary 
The BCC declined to support a letter requesting the County make a five-year commitment to cloud 
seeding. 
 
APPROVAL OF BLAINE COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING MINUTES  

• November 15, 2011 Regular Tuesday Meeting 

Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the Blaine County Commissioner Meeting 
Minutes of November 15, 2011, as amended. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AIRPORT PROJECT UPDATE AND DISCUSSION  

Also present: Sawtooth Board of Realtors Government Affairs Director Bob Crosby. 

Bowman attended a meeting in Boise which focused on improving air service to Idaho to foster 
economic development. Other attendees were local representatives of Sun Valley Company and 
marketing/tourist-related organizations; state legislators; and representatives from the Boise Mayor's 
office, the Boise Airport, Department of Commerce, Idaho Division of Tourism, and Idaho Finance 
Department. Air service to Boise and Sun Valley has declined in the past three years. Sun Valley 
Company is losing business because they can’t get enough seats to Friedman Airport, or enough bulk 
seats to Boise to book larger conferences. 
 
Topics addressed were: 
• State funding of Minimum Revenue Guarantees (MRG) 
• Local funding, potentially through a 1¢ option tax that could fund MRGs and the Marketing Alliance. 
• The inability for cities to fund MRGs with general tax dollars. Cities may be able to contribute to a 

separate organization, which could pass on the funding to an organization like Fly Sun Valley 
Alliance, which could fund MRGs.  

• The Idaho Director of Commerce is new and very interested in understanding the economics of air 
service in Idaho. 
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Bowman received a letter from the City of Bellevue expressing opposition to any plan to expand or 
extend Friedman Memorial Airport. Bellevue supports a deliberate process taking into consideration as 
many interests as possible, and requests a non-voting representative to attend and participate as 
applicable in future FMAA deliberations. The BCC felt all cities should have equal representation, so 
Ketchum and Sun Valley should be given the same consideration as Bellevue. Only the two sponsors—
Blaine County and the City of Hailey—have the authority to change the FMAA Joint Powers Agreement. 
Bowman will forward the letter from Bellevue to Friedman Memorial Airport Manager Rick Baird.  
 
The FMAA has primary governing role and responsibility for any action regarding airport expansion, 
including liability and safety. The two airport co-sponsors should develop a strategic framework and 
goals for the airport to enable the FMAA to make appropriate decisions. McCleary has initiated 
conversation with the City of Hailey to work together to develop a strategic framework.  
 
Bowman updated the BCC on Sustain Blaine’s Air Service Economics forum on the airport. 
   
RECORDING OF ANNEXED PROPERTY INTO THE WOOD RIVER FIRE DISTRICT 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; and Wood River Fire Protection 
District Chief Bart Lassman. 

The Wood River Fire Protection District (WRFPD) was approached by Quigley Green regarding their 
preliminary plan for a subdivision, and requested annexation into the fire protection district. The 
WRFPD Commissioners voted to approve the Petition for Annexation. The Order for Annexation has 
been submitted to the County Assessor to add to the tax rolls.  
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve Certificate and Order of Annexation of 
Quigley Green LLC to annex certain property owned by the petitioner into the Wood River Fire 
Protection District. In discussion, Bowman said the Order of Annexation Exhibit A included the 
property description. Motion carried unanimously.  .................................................... Record #592382 
 
WOOD RIVER COMMUNITY ENERGY PROJECT UPDATE AND DISCUSSION  

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin; and Site Based Energy Pilot 
Community Solar Farm Project Manager Paul Conrad. 

Land Use notes: The guidelines include a "safe harbor" provision that sets the beginning of construction at the point where the 
applicant has incurred or paid at least 5% of the total cost of the property, excluding land and certain preliminary planning 
activities. Generally, construction begins when "physical work of a significant nature" begins.  
 

Conrad said the investment tax credits “Safe Harbor” provision is a bit tenuous. Site Based Energy 
wants the solar project to be community-based and productive, and is putting actual construction on 
hold through the winter. In the meantime, they will work with the County on developing a land lease 
policy.  
 
The Ohio Gulch BLM Recreation and Public Purposes Act site doesn’t work, but some acreage on 
Glendale shows great potential as a win-win site for Blaine County and Site Based Energy.  
 
BREAK 
 
LAND USE AND BUILDING SERVICES HEARINGS 

• CK Enterprises Master Planned Community Housing-Planned Unit Development: A public 

hearing on and consideration of an application by CK Enterprises for a Master Planned Community Housing-Planned Unit 
Development (MPCH-PUD), consisting of 15 apartment units in three two-story buildings in the area commonly known as 
McHanville. The property is zoned Medium Density Residential (R-.4) with Community Housing Overlay (CH-C) and is 
located at 12610 Highway 75, Tax Lot 3987, within Section 30, T4N, R18E, B.M., Blaine County. The County Planning & 
Zoning Commission recommended conditional approval on October 27

th
.  

 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin, County Planner Kathy Grotto; Blaine 
County Housing Authority Executive Administrator David Patrie; applicant’s architect Mike Doty; 
applicant’s landscape architects Kurt Eggers and Jaime Snyder; applicant’s builders Steve and Robin 
Kearns, and Victor Vandenberg; and Mickey Garcia.  

Grotto gave the posting notice, noting additional notice to property owners within 1,000 feet. 

Bowman moved, seconded by Schoen, that notice was adequate. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
DISCLOSURES: 
• McCleary said Steve Kearns asked her over the phone to help move the application forward in a 

timely manner. McCleary relayed the message to Land Use; but didn’t otherwise discuss the 
application with Kearns. McCleary also spoke to Mark Reinemann about the ITD land trade involved 
in the application, and subsequently asked ITD to facilitate the trade. McCleary also asked ITD 
about the size of the property to be traded, and relayed that information to Land Use. 

 
• Schoen received a phone call some time ago from Reinemann regarding the process of this 

application moving through the County. Schoen forwarded Reinemann to the County Administrator 
and the Land Use Administrator. He didn’t otherwise discuss the application.  
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Grotto received no additional materials. She received a lot of agency comments, but none from the 
general public. 
 
The P&Z voted to recommend conditional approval of this Community Housing Planned Unit 
Development (CHPUD) application to the BCC.  
 
The application is for a residential rental community in the McHanville area. There are three buildings, 
each with five apartments. Ten of the 15 apartments are market rate. The remaining five apartments 
are community housing units, with rents restricted for targeted income categories as set and 
administered by the Blaine County Housing Authority (BCHA).  
 
The project will put people to work and create affordable housing within easy access to jobs at the 
hospital and downtown Ketchum. It’s close to the river and mountain recreation; on the public transit 
route and valley-wide bikepath. The developer hopes to begin the project as soon as they get approval, 
and work on it through the winter. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Garcia said the project had a thin profit margin, and suggested the County give the developer monetary 
incentives. He also suggested the landscapers rethink their noise buffer design and consider trees 
other than Mountain Ash. 
 
Patrie said the project meets the BCHA Needs Assessment by providing more smaller apartments. He 
commended the developer for the high quality of the units. 
 
Reinemann said ITD planned to remove part of a River’s Edge berm and replace it with a retaining wall. 
The project has to meet federal standards, but he is concerned about the appearance of the retaining 
wall. 
 
Additional discussion between the BCC and applicant: 
• Snow removal and drywells. Septic tanks have been removed.  
• A Local Improvement District (LID) may be initiated in the future to provide for a park and/or stream 

alteration permit.  
• Mountain Rides may consider adding a bus stop that is closer to the project.  
• The developer will work with ITD to provide a sidewalk according to condition of approval. 
• BCC approved the applicant’s request to begin grading work prior to issuance of a building permit. 
 The land trade with ITD must be completed before the building permit is issued. 
• Location of the trash container, since the property doesn’t have a “back” side. 
 
BCC complimented the P&Z Commission and staff on their comprehensive work on the project; and the 
developer on an excellent project. 
 
Schoen moved, seconded by Bowman, to approve the application for CK Enterprises for a 
Master Planned Community Housing-Planned Unit Development, based upon the Finding that 
the application significantly complies with all standards of approval, and with conditions noted 
in staff report, with the amendment to Condition #1 that approval is subject to the receipt of the 
contract from ITD for the exchange plan of the rights-of-way on both sides of Highway 75. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 3:06 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Angenie McCleary 
 County Clerk Chairman 


