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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF BLAINE COUNTY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE OCTOBER 2013 SESSION 
 
 
Fourth Day Tuesday, October 22, 2013 

Pursuant to Statutory Provisions, the Board of Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) met this day at 
9:00 a.m. Present were Chairman Lawrence Schoen, Vice-Chairman Angenie McCleary, Commissioner 
Jacob Greenberg; County Administrator Derek Voss; County Clerk JoLynn Drage; Operations Director 
Char Nelson; and Recording Secretary Sunny Grant. 
 
Chairman Schoen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – NONE 
 
AMEND AGENDA 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to add two additional contracts—MOU with Mountain 
Rides Transportation Authority and Agreement between Blaine County and the University of 
Idaho Extension Office—to the Contracts, Grants and Agreements. Contracts are time sensitive. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – §67-2345 1(d) INDIGENT - Consideration of records that are exempt from disclosure as 

provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code 

Present were: Blaine County Indigent Services Manager Brooke Roberson and Indigent Services 
Assistant Amy Rivkin. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho 
Code 67-2345 1(d) to consider indigent medical applications. Greenberg (aye), McCleary (aye), 
and Schoen (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve Application for Assistance Case #2013-18, 
based on staff recommendation, with a reimbursement of $50.00 per month to be reevaluated in a 
year. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT REPORTS, DISCUSSION and CONSIDERATION 

Claims – Schar Boyd 
• Deputy Auditor Schar Boyd presented the claims. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve two batches of claims dated October 17, 
2013 with additional FY2013 claims emailed to the BCC by staff: Blaine County Treasurer 
$278.87 for bank analysis fees; CenturyLink long distance for $221.06; Integrated Technologies 
for $116.58; Cintas Shredding for $31.36; Western Records Shredding for $12.50; Idaho Power 
$129.99 for the Baldy Lookout Communications Bldg; and Idaho Power $3420.56 for the PSF. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Operations Director – Char Nelson 
• Working on a maintenance Contract for Services with Safe Haven for the Blaine Manor building. 
• Will purchase mobile radios to improve communications and safety for Road and Bridge trucks that 

go into canyons in the winter. 
• Operations Director, assistant and Road and Bridge crew members successfully completed Idaho 

Road Scholar T2 classes. 
• Meeting with McKinstry staff to review Courthouse plans. 
• Blaine County Operations Director, Road and Bridge manager, the county engineer and county 

attorney will meet with Valley Club HOA president and property manager to discuss Valley Club 
Road. Blaine County currently maintains the road because it could provide an alternate route if 
Highway 75 is closed, but the Valley Club wants it maintained at a higher service level and is willing 
to repave it themselves. 

 
Geographic Information Services – Joel Hall 
GIS staff noticed odd behavior in one of the GIS database applications several weeks ago, and found 
some malicious code. They reviewed all applications in the database suite, and repaired the six 
corrupted files. GIS and IT are repeatedly changing passwords; and the hacking efforts seem to be 
decreasing. If the problem continues, the County may have the State run a test on the servers to look 
for suspected vulnerabilities.  
 
CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS, Discussion and Consideration 

• Contract for Services with the City of Carey for Road Work .............................. Record #614479 

Blaine County maintains Carey roads and charges for expenses. This is the standard agreement 
that has been in place for a number of years. Carey continues to research other alternatives. 
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Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the Contract for Services with the City of 
Carey for Road Work to be done by the County in the City of Carey. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

• Contract for Services with Del Oveson  ............................................................... Record #615007 
Blaine County saves money by contracting with Oveson for snowplow work at Smiley Creek. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Contract for Services with Del 
Oveson for snowplowing in the Smiley Creek area. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Independent Contractor Agreement with Jeff Loomis  ....................................... Record #614231 
Funds were appropriated in FY2014 budget for engineering services.  

Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the Independent Contractor Agreement 
between Blaine County and Jeff Loomis as county engineer for the provision of professional 
engineering services. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• 4 Points LLC Independent Contractor Agreement  .............................................. Record #614244 
The 4 Points contract is with Sam Young, a County employee who is also a licensed surveyor in Idaho.  

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Independent Contractor Agreement 
between Blaine County and 4 Points LLC, an independent contractor, for provision of 
professional surveyor services for Blaine County for FY2014. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Blaine County/Clare Swanger Independent Contractor Agreement  .................. Record #614172 
This is a renewal of the contract that Blaine County has with Swanger for the Land, Water and Wildlife 
Levy Advisory Board.  

Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the FY2014 Independent Contractor 
Agreement between Blaine County and Clare Swanger for professional services to assist Blaine 
County Land Use Administrator and the Blaine County Commissioners as Land, Water and 
Wildlife Levy Advisory Board Project Coordinator. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• EMS Agreement between Blaine County and the City of Ketchum  ................... Record #614169 
Significant modifications to the agreement were made two years ago. There are no material changes in 
this renewal.  

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Emergency Medical Services 
Agreement between Blaine County and the City of Ketchum for ambulance service for FY2014. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Idaho JABG FY2012 Grant Application  ............................................................... Record #614171 
Also present: Blaine County Chief Probation Officer Teresa Espedal. 

This is a non-competitive grant. The funds partially offset cost of the diversion program run by Eric 
Thomas in the County’s Probation Department. The County’s match is provided by paying Eric’s salary. 

McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to authorize the Idaho Juvenile Accountability Block 
Grant FY2012 grant application for use of Blaine County Probation Department diversion 
program in FY2013. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• MOU between Blaine County and Mountain Rides Transportation Authority for funding of 
 bike and pedestrian master plan  .......................................................................... Record #614243 
Blaine County, Hailey, Ketchum, Mountain Rides and Blaine County Recreation District are partnering 
to do a community bike and pedestrian master plan. Sun Valley will contribute in-kind. Mountain Rides 
issued the Request for Proposals and will manage the selected firm. Blaine County will hold the funds 
and reimburse Mountain Rides. Funds have been received from all entities except Hailey, which is 
paying out of a grant they have and must pay upon deliverables.  

There were five responders to the RFP. Harmony Design/Engineering in Driggs, Idaho was selected.  

Greenberg, moved, seconded by McCleary to approve a Memorandum of Understanding 
between Blaine County and Mountain Rides Transportation Authority for providing a 
bike/pedestrian master plan. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
• Agreement between Blaine County and the University of Idaho  
 Extension Office  .................................................................................................... Record #615100 
Also present: Blaine County Extension Educator Lauren Hunter. 

This is a standard agreement. Voss suggested indemnification language be updated to a neutral hold 
harmless clause. The University is unable to accomplish this change in a timely fashion, so the 
language will stand as is for this year and be changed for next fiscal year. Blaine County Extension 
Educator Lauren Hunter will be sure the language is changed for next year. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the FY2014 Agreement between Blaine 
County and the University of Idaho for Extension Office. Motion carried unanimously. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

• Resolution 2013-56 Blaine County Idaho FBP Cafeteria Plan  ............................ Record #614424 
• Beverage License Renewal for Irving’s Red-Hots 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to approve the Consent Calendar for October 22, 
2013. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
BOARD REPORTS, Discussion and Consideration 

Blaine County Regional Transportation Committee Meeting – McCleary 
Lengthy discussion with ITD and Local Highway Technical Assistance Council (LHTAC) on state 
transportation funding and funding sources.  
 
Wildlife Crossing Subcommittee Meeting – McCleary 
The Wildlife Crossing Subcommittee expects the reduced night-time speed limit to be implemented 
north of Hailey in the next week or two. 
 
Public Health District – McCleary 
• Public Health District employees are unhappy, and fourteen have resigned 
• Due to resignations, the Bellevue Public Health office is not adequately staffed. Current hours don’t 

accommodate school student hours and other well-used programs like family planning. 
• McCleary will meet with the School District to discuss their Public Health District nursing contract.  
 
Community Mental Health Meeting – McCleary 
Police, EMS, County prosecuting attorney staff, St. Luke’s, etc., attended and discussed designated 
examiner process.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Recovery Updates – McCleary 
• Federal shutdown is over, and federal agencies are back to work. 
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) completed their analysis of private land and made 

recommendations through the Watershed Protection Program prior to the federal shutdown. The 
government’s re-authorized funding bill doesn’t fund the WPP program, so NRCS recommendations 
will have to be paid for by the private landowners or Blaine County. 

• The Idaho Bureau of Homeland Security has funds that might be available at a 50/50 match. 
 
CSI Workshop on the Power of a Theory of Change – McCleary 
McCleary attended the first of a CSI Non-Profit Initiative series of three workshops. The first workshop, 
The Power of a Theory of Change, addressed fund-raising and what the public is looking for. The next 
two workshops are on linking money to mission and crowd sourcing. 
 
Music and Art Showcase of Sun Valley (MASSV) Venue – McCleary 
The MASSV concerts the last two years have been in Ketchum and the River Run parking lot. Sun 
Valley will no longer allow the River Run parking lot venue, so MASSV is looking for a new venue. 
There are several potential venues in the county, but County ordinance for assembly limit is 750 
people. The BCC will schedule a presentation by MASSV Music Festival CEO Brent Russell.  
 
Blaine County Community Drug Coalition – Schoen 
One topic was the Idaho Drug Free Youth program and its new Programs Director Stephanie Miller. 
 
Boulder-White Clouds National Monument Designation – McCleary 
The Sawtooth Society is asking if the BCC would support National Monument status for the Boulder-
White Cloud Mountains. Other organizations are considering appropriate designation for the Boulder-
White Clouds, as well as a change in policy on mineral leasing on public lands. Greenberg would like to 
compare Wilderness Area vs. National Monument designations. The BCC will schedule a hearing and 
advertise it to the public. 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to convene as the Blaine County Ambulance Board. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

BLAINE COUNTY AMBULANCE DISTRICT 

Also present: Ketchum Fire Chief Mike Elle; Wood River Fire Protection District Chief Bart Lassman 
and Assistant Chief Jeff Nevins. 

The Ambulance District published a request for bids. Two companies submitted sealed bids by the 
deadline. The bid specification was for a gas engine. 
 
Greenberg opened and read the bid from Rocky Mountain Ambulance Sales and Service: 
2015 Chevy 3500 gas engine  ......................................... $144,473 
2014 Chevy 3500 diesel engine  ...................................... $148,173 

McCleary opened and read the bid from Professional Sales and Service: 
2014 Horton 453 Type 1 Ford through Custom Ambulance 
on a 2014 Chevrolet A3500 454 Chassis  ........................ $155,915 
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2014 K3500 Gasoline 4x4 dual rear-wheel will add to the cost. 
 
The Ambulance District is now required to meet new National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
standards, which adds significant cost to the ambulance.  
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to reconvene as the Board of County 
Commissioners. Motion carried unanimously. 

BLAINE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING RESUMES 
 
COUNTY PROJECTS and PRIORITIES, Discussion and Consideration 

Also present: Blaine County Land Use Administrator Tom Bergin. 

The BCC continued to revise the Board of County Commissioner Projects FY2013 Fall Update. 
 
Emergency Safety 
Emergency Communications Equipment and Planning 
• Galena radio site and its readiness for new radio equipment that allows interoperable 

communications, which is subject to the SNRA’s Environmental Impact Statement process. 
 
Economic Development: 
• The County has been encouraged to play a more active leadership role in economic development. 

Potential topics are legislative initiatives and finance mechanisms.  
 
Health 
• Improve designated examiner (DE) process. 
• Improve indigent appeals process. 
 
Capital Improvements: 
• Funding for Road and Bridge and corresponding service levels. If a levy doesn't pass and the State 

and/or Feds don’t increase other revenue streams, what is funding potential in the County’s budget.  
 
Land Use  
• Transfer of Development Rights (TDRs) – Work with cities on a regional planning basis to establish 

better receiving areas. 
• Potential Light Industrial zone text amendments. 
 

LAND USE AND BUILDING SERVICES, Discussion and Consideration 

• Mountain Overlay District Emergency Site Alteration Permit Ordinance Amendment 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; Code Compliance Specialist Diane Shay; Zoning Specialist Nancy Cooley; 
Greenhorn homeowners Ron Jolliffe and Colleen Runyen; and Steve Woods. 

Idaho Open Meeting Law requires 24 hours and agenda notice for a Special Meeting unless there is a 
real imminent emergency with time only for agenda notice. Idaho Statute 67-6523 Emergency 
Ordinance permits the county to adopt an emergency ordinance with any abbreviated notice of hearing 
that it finds practical. To protect residents’ health, safety and welfare (during the Beaver Creek Fire), 
the BCC proceeded to adopt Ordinance 2013-02 Emergency Site Alteration Permit Ordinance with only 
agenda notice.  
 
The BCC is now considering Ordinance 2013-03 to amend Ordinance 2013-02. Timing is still crucial 
since site alterations must be done before winter sets in, but imminent peril is no longer as serious. 
Notice should be what the BCC deems practical, including notifying property owners within prior 
affected areas that the BCC is considering amending the Emergency SAP Ordinance.  
 
Proposed Ordinance 2013-03 includes amendments to the MOD ESAP Ordinance 2013-02 that 
provides opportunity for property owners to appeal emergency work already done. There may be need 
for general amendments to the original ordinance and cause for reconsideration of existing permits. 
 
The BCC is concerned that reconsideration of MOD ESAPs must be initiated within 15 days from the 
time of permitting or within 15 days of the effective date of the ordinance.  
 
Graves said the Open Meetings Law does not have any exemption, including an emergency situation, 
that would allow two commissioners to approve an Emergency Site Alteration Permit. Approval can be 
by one commissioner and/or staff, including an engineer, subject to a public meeting as soon as 
practical. Any decision made as the majority of the County Commissioners must be done in an open 
session. Reconsideration applications should be heard by the entire BCC. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

• Steve Woods said time is of the essence in an emergency. Once a permit is approved, and 
sometimes even before a permit is granted, the applicant is going to move ground, which will have 
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impacts. Any delay in permitting or reconsideration of the permitting will have impacts. Woods 
asked if it was reasonable to require a pause period of time before the work can begin. 

• Colleen Runyen asked if applicants were required to submit engineering drawings. Ron Jolliffe 
agreed that a site alteration permit should require input of an engineer. 

Shay said the permit application includes materials needed for submission, including engineer’s plans if 
appropriate. She said an engineer on site is very helpful in approving emergency permits. 
 
Staff will make necessary language changes to the ordinance, and re-present it next week. 
 
LUNCH with STATE LEGISLATORS in the Blaine County Annex Conference Room 
 
BREAK 
 
LAND USE AND BUILDING SERVICES HEARINGS 

Willey Stream Alteration Permit: Public hearing and consideration of a Stream Alteration Permit submitted by Frank 

Willey for stream bank stabilization and maintenance of an eroded bank in the area of a large fallen tree that was removed 
from the Big Wood River in January of 2013. The project site is Lot 4, Barlow Subdivision, also known as 154 Barlow Road, 
approximately 7.5 miles north of Ketchum, H.E.S. 124, T5N, R17E, BM, Blaine County.  

Also present: Applicant’s representative Steph Eisenbarth. 

There are no new materials. Shay read notice. 

Greenberg moved, seconded by Schoen, that notice was adequate. Motion carried 2/0. 
 
This project is subsequent to previous removal of a large poplar tree from the streambank. The bank 
where the tree was is beginning to erode. The applicant wants to protect existing vegetation, including 
an existing tree, by constructing a V-barb, which will tie in to the tree root wad and stabilization bank 
barbs done prior to Mr. Willey’s purchase of the property. Eisenbarth said the applicant didn’t initially 
plan to do the alteration; but Blaine County Engineer Jeff Loomis suggested the streambank 
stabilization and V-barb to protect the existing tree. 
 
Commissioner questions and comments: 
• Trees normally fall into the river. Will the alterations add to the velocity of the river and/or what 

effect will that have on directing the water toward the other bank? 
Eisenbarth said the purpose of the V-barb was to direct water toward the center of the river. 
 
The BCC did not support large rock riprap in the river as a general principal. The existing barb, 
proposed barb and fallen tree root that functions as a barb appear adequate. Shrubs and riparian 
grasses should be planted to revegetate the area of disturbance.  
 
The applicant plans to begin work this fall and stake the bank to see what’s happening next fall. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 
Greenberg moved, seconded by McCleary, to approve the application of Frank Willey for Stream 
Alteration Permit on the Big Wood River, specifically limited to construction of V-barb and 
revegetation with a 25-foot setback, subject to conditions as authorized under Section 9-17 as 
satisfied by the applicant. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
LAND, WATER AND WILDLIFE LEVY PROGRAM, Discussion and Consideration 

Weston/Molyneux Ranch Conceptual Funding Request Application A public hearing on and 
consideration of the Full Application for the project from the Land, Water & Wildlife Levy for $192,000 
(100% of the cash cost to be matched with the donation of four Transferable Development Rights from 
the Land Trust’s Church Farms property) for a perpetual conservation easement on the 80-acre Weston 
Ranch that will be monitored and enforced by the WRLT. The Ranch is located at 17756 US Highway 
20, approximately a half mile west of the intersection of Highways 75 and 20. 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin; Land, Water and Wildlife Levy Advisory Board (LWW LAB) Coordinator 
Clare Swanger; LWW LAB members Lili Simpson, Ben Sinnamon, Jim Phillips, and Alan Reynolds; 
Wood River Land Trust Senior Conservation Coordinator Keri York; Weston Ranch owners John and 
Kristy Molyneux, and Mick Halverson; and Jeannine Gregoire. 

The LWW levy request is for $192,000, which is 100% of the cash cost of acquiring a conservation 
easement on the 80-acre Weston Ranch. The match is proposed to be donation of four Transferable 
Development Rights (TDRs) from the Church Farm property owned by the Wood River Land Trust. 
Both properties are on Highway 20. 
 
The LAB considered the proposal in two pre-applications and three applications. The LAB feels the 
project meets LWW goals, but is concerned about financial aspects of the project as proposed: the per-
acre cost of the project relative to completed projects; and there is no cash match proposed, no market 
transactions or data to value the TDRs, and no land management practices as submitted by the 
applicant. The Land Trust chose to bring the project before the BCC as originally proposed. 



BLAINE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 22, 2013  
  

1672 

 
The Wood River Land Trust proposes protection of 80 acres of the Weston Ranch for an additional 85 
acres of the Church Farm property; and TDRs would be transferred to the County for further leverage. 
Both the Weston Ranch and Church Farm are within the TDR sending area.  
 
Wood River Land Trust Senior Conservation Coordinator Keri York said both the Weston Ranch and 
Church Farm properties are in an area that has been protected by a number of easements. Protecting 
the Weston Ranch with a conservation easement and management plan would add to the existing 
protected area and connectivity within the area. The landowner has not requested the ability to retain 
additional homesites, but one or two homesites and assorted outbuildings are permissible under 
zoning, 
 
BCC COMMENTS: 
• Schoen had no problem with the lack of cash contribution and was comfortable with the donation of 

TDRs. The value of a TDR is established by what the buyer is willing to pay. 
• Greenberg didn’t have a problem with accepting TDRs in lieu of a cash contribution; but asked if the 

county wanted to hold TDRs and if there is a market for them.  
• McCleary said the value of the TDR at $50,000 and the $192,000 cost of the easement seemed 

high. She asked for more explanation of the value of the properties. 
 
Graves said the sale of a TDR would probably start with an auction. The proceeds would go into the 
County’s General Fund, and could be redirected through the budget process into the Land, Water and 
Wildlife Fund. The sale of a TDR is contingent upon the successful development outcome for 
whomever buys it; and he wasn’t sure the County can offer that contingency on the sale. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
• Jim Phillips, speaking as a private citizen, said the LAB’s job was to determine the highest and best 

use of LAB funds to maximize conservation values. The Land Trust did not propose a conservation 
easement on the Church property, but offered to donate the TDRs to the County.  

• Lili Simpson, speaking as a private citizen, concurred. Simpson said the application was 
unfortunate in its timing and structure. She said the County’s TDR policy is unclear. 

 
The LAB will present the proposed project again in November. 
 
GROUNDWATER RECHARGE and MITIGATION UNDER CONJUNCTIVE ADMINISTRATION 
In the WOOD RIVER BASIN, Presentation and Discussion 

Also present: Blaine County Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Tim Graves; County Land Use 
Administrator Tom Bergin and Senior Planner Kathy Grotto; Innovative Mitigation Solutions LLC’s Idaho 
Water Engineering Manager Dave Tuthill and Eastern Idaho Manager Ernest Carlsen; The Nature 
Conservancy Silver Creek Preserve Manager Dayna Gross; Wood River Land Trust Project 
Coordinator Patti Lousen; Alan Reynolds; and Marty Flannes. 

Dr. Tuthill said Innovative Mitigation Solutions LLC is looking for feedback from the BCC on their 
application for a water right permit for groundwater recharge as mitigation. When the water right 
application was first filed, Blaine County entered a letter of protest. The application has since been 
revised. The Idaho Department of Water Resources is also looking for the BCC’s feedback on this 
water right.  
 
The Big Wood River and groundwater outside the river are vital for tourism and the economic health of 
the Wood River Valley. According to a gauge in Hailey that has been in place for over 100 years, 
snowmelt is occurring earlier. Big Wood River stream flow trends in August are decreasing due to the 
earlier snowmelt and more pumping. Water is decreasing significantly in December, January and 
February. Fish and Game says the biggest stress on fisheries is declining stream flows in summer and 
normal low flow in winter. Aquifer levels are also declining significantly. 
 
Water administration and delivery in the WRV is about to change, with groundwater rights decreed by 
the Court. Surface water has long been administered according to the principle of first in time first in 
right, and soon this will apply to groundwater as well. The watermaster will curtail the junior water right. 
Well water rights were not decreed before, but have been decreed as a result of Snake River Basin 
Adjudication. A water district is responsible for water delivery. A preliminary order to add groundwater 
to the water district was recently issued. There were no objections, so the order is now final.  
 
Innovative Mitigation Solutions is building a model to simulate many pumps pumping, and the IDWR is 
taking steps to add wells to the water district. 
 
The Wood River Valley will soon have conjunctive administration. Conjunctive administration is 
managing surface and groundwater and the optimization of use between surface and groundwater. 
Mitigation as it relates to water rights is to mitigate, or reduce the impact of junior users on senior users. 
 
The Wood River Valley has plenty of water at some point almost every year. Above-ground water 
storage, for example, in a reservoir would be difficult in the WRV, but water can be stored in the aquifer. 
Storing excess water when it’s available in the aquifer is called Groundwater Recharge. There are more 
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than a hundred groundwater recharge rights in Idaho, most of which are privately held. 
 
Tuthill asked the BCC to support private groundwater recharge. A new water right application can only 
be used during periods when the water is available during peak flow.  
 
BCC COMMENTS: 
• Conserving water is key since average per capita usage in the Wood River Valley is 750 gallons a 
day. IMS has a constitutional right to appropriate water that’s available. They will divert water from the 
Big Wood River during peak water availability, store it in the aquifer on land they contract for, and sell it 
when water is scarce.  
• What are pros and cons, and what is public perception? 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
• Patti Lousen asked the BCC to look at the proposal from a community water conservation 

perspective. 
• Alan Reynolds said water can’t be moved upstream. 
Tuthill confirmed that the very best aquifer storage is upstream.  
• Martin Flannes, local water attorney, said support of this application is a separate topic from 

supporting water recharge in general in Blaine County. 
• Silver Creek Preserve Manager Dayna Gross said TNC has ecological concerns. Impacts to the 

river aren’t fully known. Peak flow in the Big Wood River is very important to the system, fish 
habitat, and the floodplain. There are conflicting models on aquifer recharge, who will benefit, what 
the cost is, and where recharge will occur and how it will work. Mitigation issues and process are 
uncertain. Explore all options. 

• Wood River Land Trust Development Director Daphne Muehle asked how water is stored in an 
aquifer.  

Tuthill said they are trying to understand the recharge system, but don’t actually control it. 
 
The BCC is concerned about environmental and economic impacts of conjunctive management and 
conjunctive administration in Blaine County, and is looking for input from the public and environmental 
organizations. Public education is very important. Mitigation is inevitable because conjunctive 
management will incur curtailment of junior groundwater users. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION Idaho Code 67-2345 1(c), 1(f) and 1(d) 
 
McCleary moved, seconded by Greenberg, to go into Execution Session to discuss Croy 
Canyon Ranch Foundation, pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345 1(c), to conduct deliberations to 
acquire an interest in real property which is not owned by a public agency, and Idaho Code 67-
2345 1(f) to discuss with legal counsel the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending 
litigation; and pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345 1(d), to consider records that are exempt from 
disclosure as provided in Chapter 3, Title 9, Idaho Code. Roll call: Greenberg (aye), McCleary 
(aye), and Schoen (aye). Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OPEN SESSION RESUMED 
 
ADJOURN 

At the hour of 4:30 p.m., the BCC finding no more business before them adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________________ Approved _______________________________ 
 JoLynn Drage Lawrence Schoen 
 County Clerk Chairman 

http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title9/T9CH3.htm

