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Wood River Land Trust  
Colorado Gulch Stream Restoration Project  

October 1, 2020 

To: Levy Advisory Board (LAB) and Tom Bergin 
From: Wendy Pabich, Program Coordinator  

Project Summary 
Wood River Land Trust (WRLT) seeks approximately $26,075 (or 44%) of a total project 
cost of $59,263 from the LWWP for stream restoration at Colorado Gulch. The project 
consists of removing old bridge abutments, rip rap, and bridge approach material, 
reconnecting an historic side channel to increase fish habitat and provide habitat 
diversity, and bank stabilization through addition of natural large woody materials and 
revegetation with native plants. These alterations will allow the main channel to access 
the floodplain approximately every 1-2 years. Benefits of connectivity to the floodplain 
include flood mitigation, groundwater recharge, channel stability, and vegetation and 
habitat recovery.   
 
Project History 
The Full Application for this project was heard and approved by the LAB on January 30, 
2019. In that application, stream restoration was integral to a larger project that included: 
 
1) Old Bridge Removal and Site Cleanup 
2) Big Wood River Main Channel Restoration 
3) Bridge Planning, Design, and Construction 
4) Public Access to the New Bridge 
5) Establish New County Right of Way 
 
At that time, the stream restoration component of the work was necessary to allow 
Blaine County to secure funding for Phase 3 of the overall project (bridge planning, 
design and construction) through a FEMA and Idaho Office of Emergency Management 
(IOEM) grant. The grant amount was dependent upon bridge design ($100,000-
$200,000), with a requirement the funds be used by February 2019 and that no bridge 
planning or design could be initiated until the stream restoration was completed. The 
grant also allowed for an extension of 20 months if other work needed to be completed 
prior to funds being used for the new bridge. The stream restoration project, approved by 
the LAB at that time, allowed Blaine County to apply for this extension. The LAB 
approved and recommended to the Blaine County Commissioners (BCC) a funding 
request of $35,000 (or 44.5%) of a total project cost of $78,577. The BCC heard and 
approved the request on March 19, 2019. 

 
Since that time, the BCC, County Staff, and the WRLT have held numerous meetings 
and hearings to decide upon the final design parameters for the bridge. In that process, 
the BCC procedurally separated the river restoration project from the bridge design. The 
WRLT has subsequently applied for, and on September 8, 2020 was granted by the 
BCC, a Stream Alteration Permit (SAP) for the river restoration portion of the project.  
 
During this process, the river restoration project design was updated to remove meander 
bend structures and rock toe treatments along both banks. These structures initially 
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intended to stabilize the banks to protect a future proposed bridge abutment. The design 
changes, reflected in the attached July 23, 2020 memo from Biota to the BCC, and 
particularly in Attachment A, decrease the project cost from the originally approved 
amount of $78,577 to $59,263. Simultaneously, the WRLT has incurred additional 
design and staff costs associated with design revisions of $11,450, none of which are 
eligible LWWP expenses.  
 
The WRLT is requesting the LAB consider increasing the percent of project costs 
covered by LWWP from 44% of the initial proposal to 50% of the revised proposal, or 
$29,632 of a total project cost of $59,263. In summary, the redesign has reduced overall 
restoration project costs (from $78,577 to $59,263) and at the same time, increased 
ineligible costs incurred by WRLT by $11,450. WRLT is requesting that LWWP funds 
cover a larger percentage of the project in order to help offset expenses. 
 
Analysis and Recommendation 
The LAB and the BCC approved the Full Application and recommended this project for 
LWWP funding, signifying it meets the goals and requirements of the Program. The LAB 
project review process generally requires that at this point, the LAB draft and approve a 
Funding Resolution and Grant Agreement to be sent to the BCC for final approval and 
fund disbursement. This is a somewhat unique situation, given that the project design 
has been updated, the request amount has changed, and the project has been 
separated from the bridge project after approval of the Full Application. Staff 
recommends that if the changes outlined above are considered consistent with the initial 
project intent and the LAB’s funding decision, that the LAB consolidate review of these 
project revisions with that of the Funding Resolution and Grant Agreement.  

 


