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Land, Water, and Wildlife Program 
Big Wood Travel Plan Implementation Process 
Sawtooth National Recreation Area 

Report on LAB’s Recommendation to the BCC for Funding 
In Preparation for BCC hearing 
 
To: Commissioners Greenberg, McCleary, and Fosbury (BCC) 
From: Wendy Pabich, Program Coordinator 
cc: Levy Advisory Board; Tom Bergin 

Date: September 14, 2020 

LAB’S RECOMMENDATION FOR FUNDING: On August 5, 2020, the Levy Advisory 
Board (LAB) conducted its Final Review and voted seven (7) in favor, one (1) opposing, 
and, one (1) abstaining to recommend this Project to the BCC for Funding. The 
Sawtooth National Recreation Area (“SNRA”) requests $158,000 (or 47%) of a total 
project cost of $336,500 from the LWWP to restore fish and wildlife habitat within the 
Big Wood River watershed by rehabilitating unnecessary roads and managing 
dispersed camping. The project is separated into three focus areas which include the 
North Fork road, the Prairie Creek area, and Galena Lodge and the surrounding area. 
Project activities in these areas focus primarily on relocating and decommissioning 
routes and reseeding. The Project Pre-Application was reviewed during the March 4, 
2020 LAB Hearing.  
 
The LAB concluded the Project meets the goals of the Levy and criteria of the LWWP.  
 
The project meets the six minimum requirements for LWWP Funding: 
 
1. The Project is located in Blaine County. 
2. The Project will protect soil, water, and wildlife by decommissioning routes causing 
resource damage.  
3. The SNRA is a willing landowner. 
4. SNRA is a qualified entity willing to take responsibility for the completion of the 
Project. 
5. Matching funds will be provided by a number of local, state, and national 
organizations: US Forest Service, RAC (Secure Rural Schools Title II Fund), National 
Forest Foundation, Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, Idaho Specialty License 
Plate Fund, Blaine County Recreation District, and Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game. 
6. The Project will have lasting conservation outcomes by virtue of permanent rerouting 
of trailheads and roads away from water bodies and an Applicant with an enduring 
mission. 
 
The Project also addresses three of the eight Primary Conservation Goals set out 
in BCC Resolution 2008-71 and the LWWP Program Guide:  

• Protect water quality, rivers and streams, riparian corridors, flood plains, 
wetlands and water rights. 
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• Protect and preserve wildlife, habitat, and transit and migration corridors. 

• Conserve, restore, or maintain and otherwise provide for proper stewardship of 
lands and waters.  
 

Financial Comparison to Other LWWP Projects:  
To date, LWWP has provided funding to seven other non-acquisition projects ranging 
from $7,521 to $319,163, with LWWP contributions ranging from 22.1% to 64.7%: 
 
     LWWP Funds ($)      Project Total ($)        LWWP (%) 
 
Deer Creek     319,163  1,446,600              22.1%  
Loving Creek Fish Passage   13,900       27,800  50.0% 
USFS Aerial Seeding    48,500       75,000  64.7% 
Haystack Depredation     40,000       80,000  50.0% 
Rock Creek Ranch   113,793      176,410  64.5% 

IDFG Pronghorn Study    90,075     360,300  25.0% 
WRLT Pollinator Project       7,521       34,054  22.0% 
 
At a grant amount of $158,000, and a 47% contribution, falls mid-range amongst other 
like projects. 
 


