Blaine County Land, Water and Wildlife Program
FULL APPLICATION FOR CONSERVATION FUNDING
Instructions
This form is used in the second phase of the Blaine County Land, Water and Wildlife Program’s (“Program”
or “LWWP”) application process to request funding. Only projects with approved Pre-Applications in
the first phase should be presented using this form.
Landowners are the Program’s most important partners and are invited to submit proposals using the PreApplication to initiate a possible project. This Full Application for Conservation Funding may be
prepared by the Landowner or by the entity or agency responsible for either owning/stewarding the
land or property interests acquired with funding from the Program or for implementing the proposed
activities for a non-acquisition project. These entities (including Blaine County itself, in the instances
where it is taking the lead on a project) are referred to in this document as the Applicants and will work
closely with the Landowner to ensure that the Application is complete and accurate.
If the project proposes to acquire a conservation easement, the Applicant must be qualified as described in
Idaho Code 55-2101, Idaho’s conservation easement enabling legislation, or have a partner that is a
qualified easement holder. For other types of projects, the Applicant must be qualified under the Program’s
guidelines. Refer to the Program Guide for additional information on the entities that qualify as Applicants.
Prior to beginning work on the Application, Applicants should carefully review the LWWP Program Guide
and complete the Project Evaluation Checklist. These two documents explain how the Program operates
and describe the characteristics of priority conservation projects. Keep those characteristics in mind as you
complete the Application. Be sure to review the Six Minimum Requirements required for Levy funding,
listed at the beginning of the Project Evaluation Checklist.
Please complete the Application in its entirety. Use additional pages as necessary to provide complete
responses to each question. A fillable version, for optional use, is available on the website. Instructions for
each section are provided in italicized text. In order for the Application to be processed and reviewed, every
question must be answered and all required materials must accompany the form. Incomplete applications
cannot be accepted for consideration.
If you have questions, call the LWWP Program Coordinator at (208) 788-5570 for assistance. When your
application is ready, please submit it to: Blaine County Land, Water & Wildlife Program, 219 1st Avenue S.,
Ste. 208, Hailey, ID 83333. There are currently three application deadlines per year, posted on the website.
Applications, together with the required attachments (described in Section IV below), must be
submitted on digital media, accompanied by twelve (12) complete paper versions.
Note: When submitted to the County, this application will become a public document and all information
contained in it may be viewed by any member of the public who may request to do so.
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SECTION I - PROJECT BASICS
1. PROJECT TITLE: Enter the title of the proposed project. This title will be used in all press
releases, reports, and other public documents.
Guy Creek Restoration Project
2. APPLICANT(S): Provide the name of the primary Applicant.
Applicant #1 (primary): Regents of the University of Idaho
Address: 875 Perimeter Dr.
Moscow, ID 83844
Applicant is: (Check one)
Unit of Government:
Private/Non-Profit Organization:
Landowner
Applicant #2 (secondary, easement holder):
Address:
Applicant is: (Check one)
Unit of Government:
Private/Non-Profit Organization:
Landowner (if applicable):
3. CONTACT PERSON: The person the County’s representative should call if there are questions or
issues associated with the application.
Name: Cameron Packer and Eric Winford
Title: Rock Creek
Operations Manager and Associate Director of the UI Rangeland Center
Address: 16 W. Croy St. Unit K
Hailey, ID 83348
Phone: 208-721-4134 and 208-364-3176
Email: cpacker@uidaho.edu
and ewinford@uidaho.edu
SECTION II – PROJECT/PROPERTY INFORMATION
1. PROPERTY LOCATION: Give a brief description of the property location including the address,
or if there is no address, a succinct description that will identify the general area. Attach additional
pages, if needed. The full, current legal description of the property proposed for conservation should be
included as an attachment.
Address/Description: The project will occur on Guy Canyon, a left-bank tributary to Rock Creek,
located off Rock Creek Road, which is between mile maker 172 and 173 on Hwy 20.
Blaine County Tax Parcel number(s): RP01N17021025M; RP01N17021025G; RP01N17022026C;
RP01N17022026E
2. PROPERTY OVERVIEW: Give a description of the property and primary terms of the proposed
transaction or objectives of non-acquisition projects. There is a section later in the application to
provide more complete and descriptive information about the project’s strengths and property’s
characteristics.
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a. Number of acres proposed for conservation action: How much land will the project protect or
restore? If known, provide the acreages or approximate percentages of the land or habitat types
present on the property.
The Guy Canyon restoration project would restore approximately 1500 yards of creek and an
associated 20 acres of riparian vegetation and provide stock water during the grazing season.
b. Existing Structures/Facilities: Describe the buildings and other improvements on the property
proposed for conservation and the plans for their future care, if the project is an acquisition of a
property interest. There are no structures currently on the parcels proposed for restoration. There is a
ranch road used by ranch managers to access the area and manage livestock.
c. Current use: Describe how the property is being used. What conservation management
techniques are presently employed? Are there management plans or agreements in effect?
Rinker Rock Creek Ranch is a unique research, education and outreach facility that offers a hands-on
approach to rangeland management and conservation. The working ranch doubles as a living
laboratory where science-based practices for land managers are developed.
The University of Idaho delivers programming at Rinker Rock Creek Ranch to the central Idaho
community on rangeland, plants, wildlife, stream restoration and cattle management. Research and
restoration projects at Rinker Rock Creek Ranch can help land managers across the Intermountain
West make informed decisions about how people live, work and recreate on rangelands. This is
especially important in Idaho, where rangeland makes up over half of the landscape, about 28
million acres. The ranch helps fulfill the University of Idaho’s land-grant mission as we continue to
educate Idaho citizens and connect research with our industries and communities. Rinker Rock
Creek Ranch is jointly managed by the College of Natural Resources and the College of Agricultural
and Life Sciences. An advisory board that includes representatives from The Nature Conservancy
and the Wood River Land Trust, two nonprofits that were instrumental to the property’s acquisition,
collaborate with the university to provide management direction.The Natural Resources
Conservation Service holds a Grassland Reserve Conservation Easement for the property.
d. Zoning: What is the current zoning on the property proposed for conservation or restoration?
Rural Remote, RR-40.
e. Original Parcel Determination: Has one been completed? If so, when and what were the
results?
NA
f. Surrounding land uses: How are the adjoining properties currently used and managed? Are the
current uses of adjacent lands compatible with the conservation objectives of the project?
Adjacent uses are compatible. The majority of adjacent land is owned by BLM and Idaho
Department of Lands. These lands have similar uses as RRCR including grazing, public recreation,
open space, and wildlife habitat. The UI Rinker Rock Creek Ranch owns and manages the closest
surrounding parcels.
g. Public land or protected properties that adjoin or are within ¼ mile of the property: List any
lands owned, leased, or managed by the federal, state, or local governments or conservation
organizations. Include brief description of known conservation easements.
The nearest adjoining land owners are 0.5 miles away and are the Bureau of Land Management and
the Idaho Department of Lands.
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h. Water features: Provide the name (if any) and brief description of any lake, pond, conveyance,
river or stream that is on the property or borders it, and lineal feet of frontage. (In the narrative
section there is a place to describe un-named but important water bodies, wetlands, or springs.)
RRCR has 89 miles of streams including Rock Creek, a tributary to the Big Wood River. This project
focuses on Guy Canyon Creek, a tributary to Rock Creek that is intermittent in its upper reaches.The
restoration project will occur on approximatley 1500 yards of stream. The stream that runs through Guy
Canyon is approximately 4 miles in length. The project will occur on a length of stream that is classified as
intermittent-seasonal. Below the project area, a spring provides a year-long source of water to the lower
reaches of Guy Canyon before it joins Rock Creek.
3. PROJECT OVERVIEW
a. Ownership: Unless you are proposing a purchase of land in fee title, does the
landowner/applicant own all the property proposed for this project? If not, what are the plans and
timeline for securing ownership?
The UI has a 99-year lease on the property with the WRLT and TNC. The UI has all
management authority.
b. Conservation mechanism: Summarize the conservation purposes of the project and the legal tool
or land management technique that will be used to accomplish those objectives. If a conservation
easement, will it be perpetual? . There is a section later in the application to provide more
complete and descriptive information about the project’s strengths and property’s characteristics.
The property is already under a perpetual conservation easement through the NRCS GRP easement
program. This project is a restoration project that would serve to fit the existing conservaiton
easement's purposes of maintaining working lands for livestock grazing and for wildlife habitat.
c. Development rights to be reserved and/or subdivision contemplated: If the project is not a fee
title acquisition, are there specific development rights the applicant intends to reserve? If so, please
describe them below.
NA

i. Does the project include a division of land? If so, please provide a map and explain the
circumstances.
NA
ii. Have you contacted Blaine County Land Use Department to discuss the division of land? Has
Blaine County considered any subdivision, site plans or permit requests related to the proposed
project? If yes, please explain.
NA
d. For restoration projects: How will you determine whether the project has met the goals? How
will you know if/when the project results are stable (within the context of changing natural systems)?
How will you measure success in terms of broader conservation values (performance standards)?
Please be specific.
There are three primary goals for the project: restore 1500 yards of stream to proper functioning
condition; install two stock-water ponds away from the stream to draw livestock away from the
Blaine County Land Water and Wildlife Program
Full Application, June 2013 (Revised from April 2011)

4

stream and to increase upland utilization of forage; and decomission two non-functioning in-stream
ponds.
For the first goal, we will be monitoring changes in the baseline condition of the stream and
associated riparian vegetation for two years after the restoration finishes. We are using various
monitoring techniques including vegetation transects, stream channel measurements, shallow
ground-water piezometers, and repeat aerial imagery. We will also be assessing the functioning of
the woody structures installed in the stream and their maintenance needs (if any). Our assumptions
are that the restoration will increase the area of meadow that is influence by ground-water from the
stream; the area of the project that is dominanted by wetland obligate species like sedges, rushes, and
willows will expand; and the stream channel will accumulate sediment that will reduce it's current
entrenchmet.
For the second goal, we will monitor the amount of time the new stock-water ponds have available
water and are utilized by livestock. We will conduct periodic monitoring during the grazing season
to assess these metrics.
For the third goal, we will use repeat photography to evaluate changes to the in-stream ponds before
and after the decomissioning. We will conduct periodic visual inspections to determine if the
decomissioned structures are stable and recovering with appropriate native vegetation.
i. What are the risks associated with the project?
There are not many short-term nor long-term risks associated with doing this project. In the
short-term, maintenance of the off-stream livestock watering facilities will need to be done in
order to ensure they are functioning properly and that there is water available for livestock when
needed. In the long-term, the stream may move across the valley as its proper functioning
condition is restored and the road adjacent to the stream may need to be moved to avoid any
impacts.
ii. What factors beyond the scope of the project may threaten its long-term success (e.g., changes
in adjacent land use, changes in management, reduction of stream flows)?
Severe droughts may limit the availability of water for livestock.
iii. What evidence do you have that this project will succeed, either from your own experience or
that of others? Please attach relevant reports or studies, or links.
For the first goal, we are using restoration techniques developed to mimic natural stream
functions and processes. See Wheaton et al. for more information on these techniques. We will
also be partnering with organizations that have years of experience in restoration, including the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Wood River Land Trust, and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.
For the second goal, the construction of off-stream livestock watering facilities have been shown
to change the distribution of livestock away from streams and towards uplands. See Swanson et
al. 2015. The water facilities will be constructed with the assistance of an experienced livestock
manager and the Natural Resources Conservation Serivce.
For the third goal, decomissioning the in-stream ponds will allow these areas to recover and
allow the stream to return to its natural alignment. These areas may need to be replanted with
native vegetation including willows, grasses, and/or sedges. We will be working with
experienced partners in this, including the Wood River Land Trust and the Idaho Dept. of Fish
and Game. There is substantial evidence that disturbed areas can recover given the opportunity.
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e. Agreements: Do the parties have in place any agreements, binding or not, such as letters of intent
or contracts demonstrating commitment to do the project? If so, what are the general terms of each?
The UI has secured funding from the Natural Resources Conservation Service to conduct the
stream restoration. The grant period is for 3 years.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Wood River Land Trust have both agreed to assist
and support the project. The WRLT is a signing partner to a MOU with the UI that describes
it's role in assisting the UI with projects such as this one.
f. Estimated closing date: If the County agrees to be one of the funders, when will all steps likely be
completed and other funding secured for the proposed project?
We anticipate finishing the project in September 2023. Other funding is already secured and at this
time we do not anticipate needing additional funding.
g. For restoration projects: When do you want to begin on-the-ground work? Recognizing some
projects can only be done during certain times of the year, when must you have approval in order to
begin work when you want to?
We have already begun baseline monitoring, and would like to begin the construction of the
watering facilities in summer 2021. We plan to begin the installation of the in-stream
structures in the fall of 2021.
4. OWNERSHIP STATUS (Refer to the list of Required Application Attachments and Due Diligence
requirements in Sections IV and V for additional information needed to supplement the responses to these
questions):
a. Current Owner(s): What are the names and addresses of the owners of the property? Please provide a
copy of the deed or other record that shows the names of the owner(s) of the property proposed for
conservation. Note: this form must be signed by the owner or someone with legal authority to sign on the
owner’s behalf.
RRCR is leased via a 99-year lease to UI from WRLT/TNC. Documents attached.
b. Encumbrances: Describe all mortgages, liens and other encumbrances affecting the property. If
the project proposes to use a conservation easement, have you contacted the mortgagors/lien
holders about this project? Do you have a commitment letter that they will subordinate to an
easement? The commitment letter will be required prior to the LAB’s considering your Full
Application.
NA
c. Known title issues: To the best of the knowledge of the landowner and Applicant, are there any
disputes, encroachments, or other issues affecting the property? Has a title search been performed
recently? If so, please provide a summary of any available reports.
NA
d. Known environmental hazards issues: To the best of the landowner or Applicant’s knowledge,
are there any issues with the environmental condition of the property? Has a records search or
other investigation been conducted? If yes, please provide a summary of any available reports. NA
e. Mineral rights: Indicate whether or not the landowner owns the subsurface rights associated
with the property. If the rights are owned by another person or entity explain, to the degree known,
what that owner's plans are for exploiting the minerals. Describe the rights below.
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Portions of the mineral rights of the ranch were withdrawn at the time the property was homesteaded
and as such were reserved by the federal government. The owners have no plans to exploit minerals
on the property.
f. Water rights: Describe the type of water rights associated with the property, the ownership status
of the associated rights, priority date and any available delivery history to the best of landowner and
Applicant’s knowledge. Be sure to include whether the right has been decreed. (See the list of
information required regarding water rights in Section IV – Required Application Attachments).
The UI owns the water rights associated with Guy Canyon and the downstream water rights
associated with Rock Creek. The two water rights associated with Guy Canyon are:
a. 37-1212, priority date of 6/13/1899, max diversion rate of 1 cfs
b. 37-22264, priority date of 8/23/1957, max diversion rate of 0.22 cfs

g. Do the property’s conservation values depend on the continued delivery, application and
beneficial use of the water rights? For example, are there irrigated hay meadows that are
important for wildlife?
Yes.
h. Will any or all appurtenant water rights be tied to the project in perpetuity? What legal
instrument will be used? Please specify, as necessary.
NA
i. Use of water rights: How will water rights be used in the project? Are any changes to existing
water rights necessary for the proposed project?
No changes to water rights are proposed. Under the state's de minimis use doctrine, water can be used for
livestock watering if the use does not exceed 13,000 gallons per day. This project will stay under that amount.

j. Need for additional water rights: Will any new water rights be required for the project? If yes,
what type and amount? Have you initiated the process to try to acquire them?
No

k. TDR Certificate: If this is a TDR project, please attach the TDR Certification. Who do you
propose shall be the buyer of the TDRs?
NA
l. Permits/Approvals: List any permits or approvals required in order to complete the project, and
the status and estimated completion date of each application if not already received.
IDWR, Stream Protection Program: Project reviewed and issue a no permit required letter on
10/26/2020
US Army Corps of Engineers Stream Alteration Permit: Applied on 10/27/2020

5. SITE DESCRIPTION AND CONSERVATION VALUES: Explain in a narrative form why the
project should be a priority for funding and how the project will conserve important resources targeted
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by the Program. Describe how each of the property’s conservation characteristics will be protected or
improved through the project and how the project will provide lasting conservation for the property’s
existing or anticipated resource values. For non-acquisition projects, proponents will generally be
required to actively maintain and monitor the project for three years. Please limit the description to
two pages. Review the Project Evaluation Checklist and the Program Guide to the Blaine County Land,
Water and Wildlife Program prior to preparing this site description.
6. CONSERVATION OPPORTUNITY:
Would the opportunity presented in this application be forfeited if the project is not funded at this time?
Please describe the nature and immediacy of the opportunity.
This is a restoration project - funding has been secured for portions of the project, and the LWWP funds
would allow us to complete the currently un-funded aspects of the whole project, ideally within the same
timeframe.
7. FUTURE PROPERTY USE AND MANAGEMENT:
Describe how the property will be used and managed if the project is funded as requested. Be as
specific as possible so that the County can evaluate whether the conservation values of the property will,
in fact, achieve lasting protection if the project is completed. If development rights will be retained
explain how they may affect the conserved areas.
This is a restoration project - future use and management of the property will be similar to existing uses
and management in that the property is already protected by a conservation easement, and used for
research, education, outreach, recreation, grazing, and wildlife habitat. We intend to continue to evolve
our cattle grazing management and our public recreation management to be as beneficial to the
landscape as possible while maintaining conservation values and fostering important research and
outreach opportunities.
8. EASEMENT STEWARDSHIP CAPACITIES
Please complete the Partner Evaluation Form referenced in Section IV and attach it to this
Application. It covers basic legal, organizational and financial information. For the project you are
proposing, please answer:
a. Easement Stewardship Capacities (Answer if project will create a conservation easement or
other less-than-fee property interest):
What entity will hold the proposed easement, if different than the Applicant? Will the proposed
transaction provide funds to ensure perpetual stewardship? Detail plans for monitoring and
enforcement.
NA
b. Fee Title Ownership and Land Management Capacities (Answer if the project will transfer
fee title):
What entity is proposed to own the property, if different than the Applicant? What is the proposed
holder’s experience and track record for owning and managing conservation lands? Provide
information about the entity’s financial and personnel capacities. How will the entity ensure lasting
protection of the property?
NA
c. Restoration and Rehabilitation Capacities (Answer if the project is primarily a restoration
or other non-acquisition project).
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What entity will be responsible for initial work proposed, if different than the Applicant? Will the
same entity be responsible for ongoing monitoring and land management to ensure that the
improvements are maintained? Provide information about that entity’s capabilities and experience
with comparable projects. Give specifics about long-term plans and the ability to fund monitoring
and maintenance.
NA
9. PROGRAMMATIC VALUE: Is the property associated with a larger conservation program or
initiative? Provide the name of the program or initiative (if one exists) and describe its objectives. How
does the proposed project fit into the program and contribute to the larger program’s success? How
does being part of the program maximize the public benefit for Blaine County residents?
Rinker Rock Creek Ranch is encumbered by a Natural Resources Conservation Service Grassland
Reserve Program Conservation Easement. This easement is designed to protect open space,
wildlife habitat, agricultural uses, and recreation, in perpetuity. The ranch is leased to UI from
WRLT & TNC in a 99-year lease (with intent to own), and managed in conjunciton with an
Advisory Board including representatives from WRLT & TNC. Rinker Rock Creek Ranch is a
unique research, education and outreach facility that offers a hands-on approach to rangeland
management and conservation. The working ranch doubles as a living laboratory where sciencebased practices for land managers are developed.
The University of Idaho delivers programming at Rinker Rock Creek Ranch to the central Idaho
community on rangeland, plants, wildlife, stream restoration and cattle management.
The multi-use ranch relies on an advisory committee to help guide management and research
priorities.
Research and restoration projects at Rinker Rock Creek Ranch can help land managers across
the Intermountain West make informed decisions about how people live, work and recreate on
rangelands. This is especially important in Idaho, where rangeland makes up over half of the
landscape, about 28 million acres. The ranch helps fulfill the University of Idaho’s land-grant
mission as we continue to educate Idaho citizens and connect research with our industries and
communities.
Rinker Rock Creek Ranch remains open to the public for recreation. It provides important,
undeveloped wildlife habitat and essential open space.
10. AGREEMENT WITH COUNTY-REQUIRED PREDATOR CONTROL LANGUAGE. For
conservation easements, Blaine County requires the following: “Hunting, Trapping and Fishing: As
landowner,
reserves the right to hunt, fish and trap on the Property in compliance with state law,
provided that trapping is consistent with the Conservation Values and preservation of habitat
conditions. In addition, in controlling predatory and problem animals,
shall comply with all
applicable laws and use selective and humane control techniques, including, where practicable, nonlethal deterrents and management practices.”
a. Will all signatories to the conservation easement agree to this language? NA
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SECTION III – PROJECT FINANCES
The following information will allow the Program to assess the financial value presented by the
proposed project. Securing maximum public benefit from the Levy funds is a high priority for the
County. Accordingly, the Program is seeking as much leverage as possible from the transactions it
supports.
Funding from the Program may be used only to pay for conservation of natural resources. Acquisition
costs will be the responsibility of the landowner and Applicant, including, but not limited to appraisal,
hazards assessment and title insurance. For non-acquisition projects such as restoration and habitat
improvement projects, the Program will fund costs described in Attachment #4 of the Program Guide.
1. Estimated total value of the project.
i. For fee title or conservation easement acquisitions, please provide the fair market value of the
rights to be acquired or extinguished through this project. Prior to disbursement of Program
funds this value will have to be substantiated with an appraisal. The figure provided in this
section should represent the anticipated appraised value of the conservation easement or other
rights that would be conveyed if the proposed transaction is completed.
NA
ii. For TDR projects, please provide the same information as above, as well as how the estimated
value will be calculated if not through an appraisal.
NA
iii. For non-acquisition projects, provide a budget that identifies the actual cost of the proposed
work to be performed and what part(s) you are requesting Levy funds for. Provide a figure or a
range, based on the best possible information. A detailed scope of work and other information
will be required prior to closing; please see Sections IV and V below.
The total estimated cost of the restoration project will be $92,000. We are asking the Levy Board
to provide $21,525.
2. Basis for Estimate: Explain how the Applicant determined the total value provided above. Explain
how the project may be impacted if the final appraisal, required as part of the Due Diligence phase,
does not substantiate the estimate provided. (Be sure to attach documentation as required in Section IV):
We used expert insight into costs and quotes from reputable contractors to arrive at our estimate for the work
to be performed.
Note: For acquisition projects, the County prefers that application packages include an opinion letter or
initial appraisal from a qualified appraiser familiar with the market and the type of interests being
acquired. However, it will accept and evaluate applications with data from similar transactions,
together with an analysis from the Applicant. A full appraisal is required in the Due Diligence phase of
the Land, Water and Wildlife Program’s project selection process.
3. Total dollar amount, and percentage of total project cost requested from Blaine County:
$21,525 - 22.5%

4. Funding strategy: Describe how the remainder of the funding for the project will be secured.
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We will be using funding from a variety of partners to complete the project. Besides the portion we are
asking the Levy Board to fund, the rest of the funding has been secured.

i.

What sources are anticipated?
Natural Resources Conservation Services - Conservation Innovation Grants
US Fish and Wildlife Services - Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program

ii.

Do you have the funds secured or in hand? Yes If not, when do you expect to know if you will
receive them?
If there is a date by which you must use the funds, what is it?

iii.

Is the landowner providing matching funds through a partial donation or in-kind support?
The landowner, the UI, is providing in-kind support for activities including salaries, travel,
and operating expenses.

iv.

Please list any other non-cash match below, including volunteers, if applicable.

Note: Matching funds and/or bargain sales are strongly encouraged because Blaine County has
very limited funds and multiple objectives for every dollar. Accordingly, projects that offer high
leverage will be higher priorities and more likely to receive funding.
5. Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA). What is the status of the PSA?
NA
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SECTION IV- REQUIRED APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS
Items a-l MUST accompany the application. An application missing any of these items will be considered
incomplete and returned. The date for delivery of Due Diligence items will be negotiated among the parties.

a. Site Location Map: On a Blaine County base map, clearly identify the location of the proposed
acquisition. In the digital version of the application, provide a jpeg or pdf of the same map and location
information.
b. Project Boundary Map: On a map of sufficiently large scale to see the property, identify the
boundaries of the proposed project. Provide a digital version of this map. If reserved building sites are
proposed, identify their locations and approximate size. Similarly, if the proposal contemplates
excluding or subdividing land, please indicate. Note: The County may require that reserved building
sites be surveyed as part of Due Diligence.
c. Legal description
d. Color Photos: Provide at least six (6) digital color photos (jpeg format) of the property proposed for
acquisition. The photos should show important terrain, waterfront, man-made features, access roads,
wetlands, unique characteristics, or other elements that make the property a good candidate for funding.
Also include the most recent aerial photo available.
e. Project Evaluation Criteria Checklist: Complete the form by identifying the property’s conservation
characteristics on the Checklist. Sources of data or links to the data are provided in the Checklist.
f. Documentation related to value estimate: If an opinion letter or initial appraisal is part of the
package, provide information about the appraiser’s qualifications. If an estimate from the Applicant is
being used, explain how the value estimate or range was developed. Provide as much information as
possible about the data and analysis used. For non-acquisition projects, provide a draft scope of work
and draft budget to substantiate the cost estimate.
g. Water Information: If there are appurtenant water rights, provide a report from the Idaho
Department of Water resources with the following information:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Water right number or permit number or license number (if not yet decreed)
Owner
Priority Date
Source
Diversion Rate (cfs)
Point of Diversion (legal description)
Place of Use “POU” (legal description and acreage)
Purpose of Use
Season of Use
Any and all combined use limitations (acreage and volume)
Conditions of approval, including any and all combined use limitations (acreage and volume)
Ten years of delivery records as available (water master delivery records, pump records, water
assessments, etc.)
o What is that actual place of use?
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h. Partner Evaluation Form: Please complete each time you request funding from the Program, if you
have a Partner.
i. Letter(s) from committed Partners (if any).
j. TDR projects: Please provide copies of all TDR Certificates.
k. Plans for restoration and other non-acquisition projects: To the extent they currently exist, please
provide engineering or other drawings, project budget, scope of work, timeline, maintenance plan,
monitoring plan, and other information such as a re-vegetation plan required for the project. Also
include a list of permits/approvals required and the status of each. Finals of all these materials, as well
as Performance Guarantees with the County, will be required during the Due Diligence Phase, prior to
the LAB’s Final Review.
l. Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA): For fee acquisitions, the PSA is required prior to LAB’s
consideration of the Full Application. For TDRs, the PSA is required prior to LAB’s Final Review.
Application Attachments cont’d:
The items listed below are considered to be Due Diligence investigations. However if they are
available at the time the Application is submitted, please include them. Otherwise, provide a proposed
schedule for their completion. See Section V, below, for a full list of Due Diligence investigations.
Closing procedures can be found in the Program Guide.
m. Template Conservation Easement: If a conservation easement is the proposed legal tool for this
project, provide any standard easement language that the Applicant intends to use as the basis for the
document created in association with the proposed transaction. Be sure to include any language that
may be used to tie the water rights to the property. Any draft document already negotiated between the
landowner, Applicant and/or easement holder (if that is a different entity) should also be included with
the Application.
n. A summary of the most recent title report.
o. A survey of the property.
p. A summary of any hazardous material evaluations.

Blaine County Land Water and Wildlife Program
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SECTION V – DUE DILIGENCE INVESTIGATIONS NOTE
The actual list of Due Diligence requirements may vary from project to project. Landowners and
Applicants should anticipate that most, if not all, of these items will be required for all projects
involving an easement, TDR, transfer of fee title or other property interest. If the Full Application is
given conceptual approval by the BCC, the County will work with the landowner and Applicant to
decide on a schedule for delivery of these items.
• Title commitment for the subject property and resolution of any title issues.
• Final appraisal validating the anticipated value or range of values stated in the Application.
• Phase I Environmental hazard survey, or some equivalent and previously approved type of
investigation, and resolution of any significant problems revealed.
• A Mineral Rights Statement.
• Evaluation of information on water rights and their ownership and status provided with the
Application for Conservation Funding.
• The actual conservation easement (or other previously-approved legal instrument) with all of
the terms as proposed in the Application. Needs to include language about the easementholder and County responsibilities.
• A baseline documentation report, as customary for conservation easements, or a description
of current property condition for other types of projects.
• A plan for managing the conserved or restored property
• Purchase agreement between the County and the Landowner and/or Partner.
• Grant agreement, if responsibilities have not been adequately covered in other documents.
For non-acquisition projects:
• Copies of all approved permits not previously submitted.
• A “build to” set of plans.
• Evidence of Performance Guarantees with Blaine County.
• Copies of Construction Agreements between applicant and contractors.
• Final budget and justification for the figures.
• A plan for monitoring and reporting to the County (length to be agreed upon), including who
will do the monitoring and reporting, when you will submit reports to the County, and
whether there is any government agency involvement.

Blaine County Land Water and Wildlife Program
Full Application, June 2013 (Revised from April 2011)
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Guy Canyon Restoration Project
(k) Plans for restoration and other non-acquisition projects
Background:
A 2017 restoration assessment of the four main tributaries to Rock Creek commissioned by the Wood
River Land Trust (WRLT) identified numerous places where restoration work could improve the riparian
areas and stream conditions in Guy Canyon. A perennial stream in its lower reaches, the creek runs dry
seasonally in the upper reaches. The restoration assessment identified several locations that lack
stabilizing riparian vegetation, have steep, incised banks, and have active head-cuts. Livestock seasonally
graze the area and there are two dilapidated stock water ponds that only provide water in the early
summer, leaving the only reliable source of water coming from the stream itself.
The proposed tributary restoration work seeks to improve wildlife habitat and water quality by
increasing and stabilizing riparian vegetation along the stream, decreasing the amount of eroded and
unstable stream bank, and increasing the extent of the riparian area. It also seeks to balance the needs
of livestock and wildlife by restoring the dilapidated ponds and installing off-channel water to improve
the ability of livestock to disperse throughout the pasture and utilize more of the available forage. This
would have the added benefit of relieving grazing pressure on the stream and associated vegetation in
the hot season.
Objectives:
The Guy Canyon restoration project would restore approximately 1000 yards of creek and an associated
20 acres of riparian vegetation and provide stock water during the grazing season. To accomplish this,
the proposal seeks funds from the LWWP to decommission in-stream stock water impoundments and
replace them with off channel stock water. These two water developments would be in the upper
reaches of the canyon and would replace in-stream ponds that only function part of the year. The
proposed design would pipe early season run off into a holding tank that would be drawn into stock
water tanks in on the hillsides, providing water later in the season, and relieving grazing pressure in the
stream itself.
The in-stream and riparian restoration work will be funded by a partnership with the Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Additional partners
providing technical expertise include the WRLT and the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG). This
portion of the work will install up to 100 small in-stream wood structures to help increase stream
functionality by increasing the stream’s connectivity with the adjacent floodplain, increasing
groundwater recharge, and increasing riparian resiliency. These structures would help address the areas
of Guy Canyon that have been identified as incised or lacking vegetation. This portion of the project will
include a monitoring component that will evaluate whether the objectives have been met. Monitoring
will focus on changes to riparian vegetation, ground water, channel morphology, and stream flow. Our
monitoring program will enable us to adaptively manage the project by providing short and long-term
feedback on progress made in achieving the project’s objectives and help us understand how these
structures impact and restore stream and riparian function.

Methods:
The in-stream restoration work follows the principles of low-tech process-based restoration (Wheaton
et al. 2019). In this project we will be using the stream’s own power to move sediment by installing
several dozen small woody structures in the stream channel. These structures will serve to accumulate
sediment and encourage the stream to interact with the floodplain during high flows while still allowing
water to pass. Over time, the process initiated by these structures will create a resilient, dynamic, and
self-sustaining system.
The exact location and size of the structures will be determined during field work in 2021 with the
assistance of experts from the Wood River Land Trust, Idaho Fish and Game, and US Fish and Wildlife
Service. In general, we expect to place about 100 structures in the three stream reaches identified for
work. This works out to about 1 structure every 30 yards. We expect to install a mix of bank-attached
and channel-spanning woody structures (see Figure 1 and 2).
The livestock water developments will be constructed at existing ponds, with the exact location of pipes
and troughs to be finalized during field measurements in 2021. The general plan for Site A (upper pond,
see Figure 3) is to install a collection box in the existing pond to collect water during spring-time high
flows and pipe it to an off-site water trough. The water trough will hold approximately 3,500 gallons and
the system will be equipped with a shut-off valve so that when the trough is full or not in use water will
be kept in the stream. For Site B (lower pond, see Figure 3), we will use a similar collection box and
water trough system. For Site C (hill tank), we will improve an existing pond so that it holds
approximately 5,000 gallons of water. This site will have an overflow apron that will allow any overflow
water to be dispersed evenly back into the ground.
At Site A (upper pond), we plan to decommission the existing, non-functional pond and restore the
stream to a functioning condition. This will entail removing a portion of the berm forming the pond and
installing a series of wood and earth structures in the incised stream channel that would mimic beaver
dams. The structures would be placed so as to allow for some sediment to accumulate behind the
structures while still permitting water to flow through and over the structures during high flow (Figure
2). The structures will be made of willows harvested locally. Approximately 10 structures will be installed
over 100’ of stream channel with exact locations to be determined during field surveys in 2021. We will
be monitoring the site to determine if seeding or staking willows is necessary to encourage
revegetation.
At Site B (lower pond), we plan to re-activate the old stream channel by shifting the stream from a
trench dug to take the water to the pond back into the old channel. We plan to place the pipe for the
water in the old trench and back-fill it. We will be monitoring the site to determine if seeding or staking
willows is necessary to encourage revegetation.

Timeline

Project Component

Month/Year

Baseline Monitoring

June - September 2020

Stream Restoration Permitting

September - December 2020

Livestock Water Facilities Permitting*

December - March 2021

Pre-Installation Monitoring

June - August 2021

Livestock Water Facilities Installation*

June - August 2021

Stream Restoration Installation

July - September 2021

Decommission Defunct Water Facilities*

September - October 2021

Post-Installation Monitoring

June - August 2022

*if funded by LWWP

Monitoring Plan
Our monitoring plan is designed to detect changes in plant community composition in the meadows and
along the streambank as well as changes to streambank channel morphology. We will also be
monitoring shallow ground-water levels, water quantity in the stream, and water temperature. This
includes:
-

Conducting vegetation transects perpendicular to the stream using a line, point, intersect
approach;
Greenline monitoring using percent cover along the stream banks;
Conducting stream channel profiles along each of the stream reaches being restored;
Installing groundwater piezometers along a transect perpendicular to the stream;
Monitoring water flow at the top and bottom of each meadow;
Measuring stream temperature and stream flow at the downstream end of the project site.

In addition, we will be flying an unmanned drone to collect aerial imagery of the site before and after
the project. This will be used to assess changes in overall stream channel pattern and meadow extent as
well provide evidence of the restoration work and stock water developments.

Monitoring of livestock will be done by a visual survey of the allotment during the period when livestock
are present. We will record number of livestock and location in relation to the stream and the watering
troughs.
Maintenance Plan
The restoration of the stream channel and the meadow is meant to be self-sustaining, but the first few
years following restoration may require the addition, removal, or alteration of woody structures in the
stream depending on how the site responds. Following restoration we will conduct follow-up site visits
to assess the functionality of the structures and make an individual determination as to whether any
maintenance is needed.
The livestock watering system will be assessed every year prior to livestock being allowed into the
pasture. We will determine if any maintenance to the system is needed at that point. We will also be
monitoring the functioning of the system during the period when livestock are present to ensure
livestock can continue accessing water.
Permits
As the work is being done on an intermittent stream, permitting is minimal for this project. We have
submitted a stream alteration permit to the Idaho Department of Water Resources and have received a
notice of no permit needed. We have submitted a stream alteration permit to the US Army Corps of
Engineers and are waiting for their response. We have been in contact with the Blaine County Land Use
and Building Services and have received notice that a permit will not be required.

Figure 1 - Bank Attached Structures. From Wheaton et al. 2020.

Figure 2 - Channel spanning structures. From Wheaton et al. 2020

Site A

Site B

In-stream restoration areas

Figure 3 - Guy Canyon Restoration Areas
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