Queen’s Crown Gateway Acquisition Proposal
Property Description and Conservation Values: The Queen’s Crown gateway provides a unique
connection between the Silver Creek and Little Wood River drainages and the agricultural
communities of Picabo and Carey. The Queen’s Crown is a unique geologic feature and a local
landmark on the southeastern edge of the Pioneers-Craters landscape (see attached maps and
photos). At the top of the gateway, there is a 281-acre private property almost entirely
surrounded by public land. This ‘Queen’s Crown Gateway Property’ provides habitat
connectivity with adjacent BLM lands for big game, upland birds, and Greater sage-grouse. Its
protection would provide an undeveloped corridor for wildlife. In addition, the viewshed
provides scenic vantage points of Queen's Crown, the Silver Creek watershed, and the Little
Wood watershed. Acquisition of the Property could also provide opportunities for nonmotorized recreation, consistent with management of important conservation values.
The Queen’s Crown Gateway Property provides habitat for elk and mule deer year-round and
summer habitat for pronghorn antelope. It serves as winter range for elk and mule deer and is
also within a migration corridor for mule deer and pronghorn antelope moving from high
elevation summer habitats to low elevation winter habitat. Conserving pronghorn, mule deer, and
elk winter ranges and migration habitat across jurisdictions will help promote the overall
ecological integrity of terrestrial landscapes in the West.
The 281-acre Queen’s Crown Gateway Property was historically used as grazing pasture for the
entire community of Carey. The Hennefer family has owned the property for multiple decades,
and have continued to graze cattle. They are interested in seeing it protected, but currently have
it listed for sale. The family needs to sell in order to satisfy their financial needs. Wood River
Land Trust is negotiating a 6-month purchase and sale agreement that will be in effect by early
December. During the 6-month term, WRLT will need to secure funding and complete due
diligence, including an appraisal. WRLT will be pursuing private and public funding
opportunities within the due diligence period.
As visible on the attached maps, protection of this property would add to the connectivity among
other land protection efforts in the Pioneer-Craters landscape and Silver Creek watershed. Its
protection would provide a contiguous corridor across Highway 20, connecting adjacent BLM
public lands and other protected properties. With land selling at an alarming rate in the Wood
River Valley and surrounding areas, there is urgency in protecting this property. Although most
of the property is within the hillside overlay district, there are at least 6 acres that could be
developed. This property is not adjacent to other residential development or existing
infrastructure and utilities and would create a new subdivision within a scenic gateway corridor.
Protecting foothills that link agricultural land with hillsides is vitally important for wildlife and
viewsheds, while residential development would be better situated closer to the town of Carey.

Queen’s Crown Gateway Photos
View of Silver Creek and Wood River Valley from Property

View of Property from Carey

Sagebrush-steppe habitat and view of Queen’s Crown geologic feature from Property

Spring and wet meadow habitat on the Property
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