STATE OF IDAHO

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

1410 North Hilton « Boise, Idaho 83706 » (208) 373-0502 C.L. "Butch” Otter, Governor
www.deq.idaho.gov John H. Tippets, Director

October 2, 2018

Nancy Cooley

Zoning Specialist

Blaine County Land Use and Building Services
219 S 1* Avenue

Hailey, Idaho 83333

(208) 788-5570

www.blainecounty.org

Dear Nancy:

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) is submitting the attached application for a
Categorical Exclusion to the Site Alteration Permit in accordance with Chapter 21 - Mountain Overlay
District (M) of Blaine County code. The project is part of the IDEQ’s ongoing remediation of the
Triumph Mine site. IDEQ appreciates the Counties cooperation with the cleanup. Any measures the
County can employ to expedite the review of this application will be helpful.

At the time of application submittal, your office was unclear whether the $175 application fee applies to
state agencies and recommended application submittal without the fee. Please let us know as soon as
possible if the fee applies and we will submit payment.

Thank you for your consideration of this Categorical Exclusion application. Please contact me at (208)
373-0141 or at don.carpenter@deq.idaho.gov , if you have any questions or need any clarifications.

Don Carpenter

Mine Waste Program Scientist

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
1410 N. Hilton

Boise, Idaho 83706

Office: (208) 373-0141
don.carpenter(@deq.idaho.gov




219 1st Avenue South, Suite 208 Hailey, ID 83333
Land Use Services: 208-788-5570 ¢ Fax 208-788-5576
www.blainecounty.org

LAND USE & BUILDING SERVICES
Mountain Overlay District
Categorical Exclusion Request Form

In the event a landowner is claiming a Categorical Exclusion from the requirements of the
Mountain Overlay District as provided for in 39-21-4 (A) of the Zoning Ordinance, and before
commencing any site alteration, the landowner or agent is required to obtain a written decision
from the Administrator that the proposed site alteration falls within and meets one of the
categorical exclusions provided for in the Code.

Please complete the form and ‘Save As’ a Word Document and send to pzcounter@co.blaine.id.us

GENERAL INFORMATION

)] Property Owner: Name: Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
Address: 1410 N Hilton St, Boise, ID 83706
Phone: (208) 373-0502

Email: Don.Carpenter@deq.idaho.gov
(2) Agent, or Responsible Name: Don Carpenter
Party Address: 1410 N Hilton St, Boise, ID 83706
Phone: (208) 373-0141
Email: Don.Carpenter@deq.idaho.gov
(3) Contractor Name: Alta Science and Engineering, Inc.

Address: 988 S Longmont Ave, Ste 200, Boise, ID 83706
Phone: (208) 336-7080

Email: bernard.kronschnabel@alta-se.com
4 Technical Repre- Name: Bernard Kronschnabel
sentative, if any Address: 1221 Big Creek Rd, Ste A, Kellogg, ID 83837
Phone: (509) 237-2591
Email: bernard.kronschnabel@alta-se.com

“Responsible Party is the person who will be the sole responsible contact with the County”
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PROJECT INFORMATION

(5) Proposed date site alteration is to commence and the projected date of completion:
As soon as possible upon approval - work will be accomplished in 1-2 days

(6) Land upon which the proposed work is to be done, by lot, block, and subdivision name,
tract description and street address, or similar description that will readily identify and
definitely locate the proposed site (vicinity map required):

SW1/4 of SW1/4 of Section 25, T4N, R18E, LOTS 6 SEC 25

Parcel #: RP — 04N180257260

(7) Brief narrative describing the work for which application is made:
See attachments.

(8) Attach the following documentation:

A. Information in sufficient detail to determine if the proposed site alteration activity qualifies as
a categorical exclusion including but not limited to graphic representation of the proposal which
shall include property lines and delineate the proposed areas for improvement or alteration,
proposed and existing structures and land uses.

B. A request for categorical exclusion for any building, access road and or driveway that is not
visible from a reference road shall include and demonstrate, in addition to all other
requirements, re-vegetation with native or native compatible vegetation to prevent erosion,
compliance with all applicable road and driveway standards including all applicable grade
standards, appropriate measures or design features to prevent soil erosion, silting of lower
slopes, slide damage and flooding and any other geological instability, and approval from the
applicable fire district Marshall and the South Central Health District for on-site sewage
disposal.

C. A request for categorical exclusion for the maintenance, repair and improvement of any
building, other structure or hillside road that was in existence and lawful before December 18,
1991, or lawfully constructed thereafter shall demonstrate appropriate measures or design
features to prevent soil erosion, silting of lower slopes, slide damage, flooding and any other
geologic instability.

D. Include map showing names of surrounding landowners within 300 feet of the exterior
boundary of subject property, including private road owners. Attach names and addresses of
surrounding landowners, including private road owners, typed on mailing labels. Information is
available from County Assessors Office. Please add current postage + .15¢ per surrounding
landowner mailing fee.

E. Processing fee of $175.00 as established by County Resolution #2001-54.

9-21-4: CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS:!@:|

A. Exemptions: Fire breaks and related site alterations made by Fire Incident Command
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personnel and used to protect public and private property from an active wildfire shall not be
subject to the requirements of this chapter.

B. Exclusions: Unless the intent of the landowner or his/her authorized agent is to circumvent
the purposes of the mountain overlay district regulations, the requirements of this chapter shall
not apply to the following, provided the landowner or agent, before commencing any site
alteration, first obtains a written decision from the administrator, in consultation with the county
engineer or his/her designated representative, that the site alteration falls within and meets one
of the following categorical exclusions:

1. On lands outside of scenic corridor 1 (SC1):
a. Roads used primarily for agricultural purposes.
b. Agricultural fences and equipment and activity directly related to agricultural purposes.

2. On lands outside of scenic corridor 1 (SC1) and until such time as subdivision or planned unit
development are proposed:

a. Single-family residences; provided, that:
(1) They are not sky lined;

(2) They are located among agricultural buildings and structures on lands used primarily for
agricultural purposes; and

(3) They are inhabited by agricultural property owners or their employees.

b. Agricultural structures which do not require a building permit; provided, that they are not sky
lined.

3. On lands inside of scenic corridor 1 (SC1): Single-family residences or structures or uses
where all structures and improvements are certified by a state licensed surveyor to be located
outside and below lands greater than fifteen percent (15%) slope, as measured by the contour
line demarcating the lowest fifteen percent (15%) slope on the parcel.

4. On lands inside the mountain overlay district buffer. Single-family residences or accessory
structures or uses where all structures and improvements are certified by a state licensed
surveyor to be located outside lands greater than twenty five percent (25%) slope. On lands
inside the mountain overlay district buffer and scenic corridor 1, applicants seeking a categorical
exclusion must meet the requirements of both subsection A3 of this section and this subsection
A4

5. Valid permits and platted building envelopes approved prior to the effective date of ordinance
91-15 on December 18, 1991. This exception includes all structures built within the platted
building envelope.

6. Any building, access road and/or driveway that is not visible from a reference road. Plans
submitted to the county for building permit and/or road/driveway construction for such
development shall include and demonstrate, in addition to all other requirements, revegetation
with native or native compatible vegetation to prevent erosion; compliance with all applicable
road and driveway standards, including all applicable grade standards; appropriate measures or
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design features to prevent soil erosion, silting of lower slopes, slide damage, flooding, and any
other geologic instability; and approval from the applicable fire district/marshal and the South
Central health district for onsite sewage disposal.

7. The locations of existing platted unbuilt roads within platted subdivisions existing prior to the
effective date of ordinance 91-15 on December 18, 1991, will be allowed a driveway/road
exception provided the road shall meet the evaluation standards as set forth in subsections 9-
21-5D3, D4, D6 and D7 of this chapter. This may require a realignment of the platted unbuilt
road.

8. Platted lots existing prior to the effective date of ordinance 91-15 on December 18, 1991, may
be combined to reduce the number of lots within the mountain overlay district and such existing
lots may be amended for the purpose of designating a building envelope. Replat applications
necessary therefore shall not be considered new subdivisions however, shall be subject to
public notice and hearing and criteria contained in title 10 of this code as they relate to drainage,
suitability of soils for septic systems, emergency and road/driveway access and erosion control.

9. Chairlifts as part of a bureau of land management or United States forest service or county
approved ski area permit.

10. Underground utility structures working in accordance with a county approved permit.
11. Testing necessary to meet the requirements of subsection 9-21-5B of this chapter.
12. Incidental planting and transplanting of vegetation by hand tools.

13. Maintenance, repair and improvement of any building, other structure, or hillside road that
was in existence and lawful before December 18, 1991, the effective date of ordinance 91-15, or
lawfully constructed thereafter, which does not increase its visibility from any reference road,
provided the plans for such maintenance, repair and improvement demonstrate appropriate
measures or design features to prevent soil erosion, silting of lower slopes, slide damage,
flooding, and any other geologic instability.

14. The construction, installation, siting or operation of a wireless communication facility when
said proposed facility: a) is in the immediate vicinity of one or more wireless communication
facilities existing as of the effective date of Blaine County ordinance 2001-10 on October 10,
2001; and b) is no higher than any existing WCF in the immediate vicinity. The fact that a WCF
may qualify for a categorical exclusion from the site alteration permit requirements of the
mountain overlay district, shall not exempt the WCF from the requirements of section 9-3-16 of
this title. Plans submitted to the county for the construction, siting or installation of a wireless
communication facility shall include and demonstrate, in addition to all other requirements,
revegetation with native or native compatible vegetation to prevent erosion; appropriate
measures or design features to prevent soil erosion, silting of lower slopes, slide damage,
flooding, and any other geologic instability.

B. Subdivision Exclusion: Upon application to the board, subdivisions platted before June 16,
1994, may propose to enter into agreement with the county to exempt building lots within that
subdivision from the site alteration permit procedures contained herein, provided that any such
building site and proposed structures are not visible from Highway 75. To qualify for this
exclusion, the subdivision shall meet, at a minimum, the following criteria and conditions:
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1. The subdivision has an effective design review committee that has been in existence for at
least two (2) years prior to application for exemption.

2. Architectural design review standards of the subdivision are submitted to the county for
review and approval to ensure that the standards of subsection 9-21-5D of this chapter are
included.

3. Once approved by the county, the subdivision design review standards may not be changed
by the subdivision without the approval of the county.

4. The administrator or commission shall be notified and is allowed to attend subdivision design
review sessions to ensure the goal of minimizing visual impact is emphasized.

5. The county may revoke a subdivision exclusion if it finds that the subdivision design review
committee decisions do not comply with approved design standards or the intent of this chapter.
Should the subdivision fail to conduct design review according to the agreement with the county,
the county may terminate said agreement and revoke exemption.

C. Administrator's Review Of Categorical Exclusions: The administrator, in consultation with the
county engineer or his/her designated representative, shall review all written requests for
determinations of categorical exclusions under subsection A of this section, and promulgate
appropriate forms to be used for such requests. The applicant shall have the burden of
demonstrating that the proposed site alteration falls within and meets the requirements of a
categorical exclusion. The administrator shall issue a written decision within thirty one (31) days
of receipt of an application for determination of categorical exclusion. The administrator, prior to
issuance of its decision, may request additional information from the applicant, including,
without limitation, technical review from the county engineer at the applicant's expense, and the
failure to provide such requested information within sixty (60) days of request shall be grounds
for denial of the request for determination of categorical exclusion. The thirty one (31) day time
period for issuance of the administrator's decision shall begin to run anew following the date of
the administrator's receipt of additional information from the applicant. Such period also shall be
tolled during any periods that the administrator does not have reasonably safe access to the site
of the proposed site alteration. Any person aggrieved by the written decision of the administrator
as to a categorical exclusion may appeal the administrator's decision to the board according to
the procedures and time requirements of section 9-32-3 of this title.

D. Exception to Written Decision Requirement; Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the
contrary, a written decision of the administrator shall not be required prior to commencing a site
alteration that falls within and meets a categorical exclusion stated in subsection A1b, A2, or A5
of this section. (Ord. 2010-04, 4-6-2010; Ord. 2007-02, 3-20-2007; Ord. 2006-04, 6-29-2006;
Ord. 2001-10, 10-1-2001; Ord. 98-1, 1-7-1998; Ord. 94-15, 11-14-1994; Ord. 94-6, 6-16-1994;
Ord. 91-15, 11-25-1991; Ord. 77-5, 3-28-1977, eff. 4-7-1977)
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:

9) The undersigned understands that Chapter 21, Title 9 (Zoning Ordinance) Blaine County

ode Section 9-21-4 requires the Administrator, in consultation with the County Engineer or
his/her designated representative, to review all written requests for determinations of categorical
exclusions under Section 9-21-4 of this Title. The applicant shall have the burden of
demonstrating that the proposed site alteration falls within and meets the requirements of a
categorical exclusion. The Administrator shall issue a written decision within thirty-one (31)
days of receipt of an application for determination of categorical exclusion. The Administrator,
prior to issuance of its decision, may request additional information from the applicant, including
without limitation technical review from the County Engineer at the applicant's expense.
Further, the failure to provide such requested information within sixty (60) days of request shall
be grounds for denial of the request for determination of categorical exclusion. The thirty-one
1£31) day time period for issuance of the Administrator’s decision shall begin to run anew
ollowing the date of the Administrator's receipt of additional information from the applicant.
Such period also shall be toiled during any periods that the Administrator does not have
reasonable safe access to the site of the proposed site alteration. Any person aggrieved by the
written decision of the Administrator as to a categorical exclusion may appeal the
Administrator's decision to the Board according to the procedures and time requirements of
Section 9-32-3 of this Title.

(10) The undersigned understands that the issuance of a written categorical exclusion does not
exempt the proposed site alteration from compliance to all applicable regulations, and that it is
the property owner’s responsibility to obtain all applicable permits.

(11) The undersigned certifies that (s)he is the owner or authorized representative or agent of
the owner of the land éaroposed for site alteration, that (s?he has filled In this application to the
best of his/her knowledge, and that (s)he agrees to comp Ewith all county ordinances and state
laws regulating site alterations and development in Blaine County, Idaho.

(12) The undersigned_gr:'ants permission to the Land Use Staff and/or County Engineer to
inspect the property which is the subject of the application for the purpose of determining if the
categorical exclusion applied for herein falls within and meets the requirements of categorical
exclusion, and for the purpose of determining if the work authorized under a valid categorical
exclusion has been completed in compliance with said application.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT/AGENT:

DATELD /2 ,Qm% @\»flﬂa?

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD

Required Fee: $175.00 Paid on: Receipt #

Surrounding Landowner Notices: Current Postage + .15 x =

Date application received:

Date of Decision: Disposition:

Engineering and consultant fees are calculated based on the time spent by County hired private
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consultants and their staff to review various projects. These fees are to be paid in full upon
receipt and prior to scheduling an applicant’s public hearing.
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Blaine County Idaho Land Use and Building Services Mountain
Overlay District Categorical Exclusion Request Form

PROJECT INFORMATION

(7) Brief narrative describing the work for which application is made:

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) seeks a Categorical Exclusion to the Blaine
County Site Alteration Permit. IDEQ is evaluating conditions associated with the existing underground
pipeline from the Triumph Mine surge pond. IDEQ proposes to excavate up to 10 test pits on Blaine
County parcel number RP-04N180257260 in order to characterize subsurface soil conditions. Test pits
will be no larger than the following dimensions: 8 feet wide by 10 feet deep by 10 feet long.

Excavation will be performed with a rubber-tired backhoe. Figure 1 shows the proposed test pit area,
and the route that will be used to access the test pit location from East Fork Road. The test pit area will
be accessed from East Fork Road using the existing access road from the turnout on East Fork Road to
the Surge Pond.

Effort will be expended to preserve woody vegetation (e.g. sagebrush) during the removal of the surface
soil, so that such vegetation can be re-planted after the test pit evaluation. Upon completion of the test
pit evaluation, each pit will be backfilled with the material removed from the pit, woody vegetation will
be re-planted, and the backfilled soil will be machine-compacted to the pit’s original grade using the
backhoe bucket. The surface soil will be raked with the tines of the backhoe bucket to prepare the soil
for re-seeding with native vegetation according to the following seed mix:

Pure live seed

Species lbs./acre
Western yarrow (Achillea millefolium var. occidentalis) 0.25
Mountain big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentate spp. vaseyana) 0.25
Mountain brome (Bromus marginatus) 6
Idaho fescue (Festuca idahoensis) 5
Wild geranium (Geranium viscosissimum) 0.5
Great basin wildrye (Leymus cinereus) 2
Blue flax (Linum perenne) 1
Bluebunch wheatgrass (Pseudoroegneria spicata ssp. spicata) 2.5
Antelope bitterbrush (Purshia tridentate) 3
Sandburg bluegrass (Poa Secunda ssp. Sandbergii) 0.75
Aspen daisy (Erigeron speciosus) 0.15
Rocky Mountain penstemon (Penstemon strictus) 0.5
Total: 21.9




In addition to the information provided in Section 8A through Section 8E below, IDEQ requests a
categorical exclusion from a Site Alteration Permit under the following sections of Blaine County code,
Chapter 21 Mountain Overlay District (M):

e  9-21-4, Section B.10 — Underground utility structures working in accordance with a county
approved permit.

e |IDEQ is proposing test pits to evaluate conditions associated with the existing drainage
pipeline from the Triumph Mine surge pond.

e 9-21-4, Section B.11 — Testing necessary to meet the requirements of subsection 9-21-5B.

e IDEQ is considering changes to the existing underground utility (pipeline) that likely
| requires a Site Alteration Permit. These test pits will provide information necessary to
address items 9-21-5B.12 and 13 for such a permit.

e 9-21-4, Section B.13 — Maintenance, repair and improvement of any building, other structure,
or hillside road that was in existence and lawful before December 18, 1991, the effective date of
ordinance 91-15, or lawfully constructed thereafter, which does not increase its visibility from
any reference road, provided the plans for such maintenance, repair and improvement
demonstrate appropriate measures or design features to prevent soil erosion, silting of lower
slopes, slide damage, flooding, and any other geologic instability.

e IDEQ s considering changes to the existing structure (underground pipeline), which
requires the excavation of test pits to evaluate the soils. Any changes that would be
proposed to the underground pipeline will be executed under future work, at which
time an application for a Site Alteration Permit or another categorical exclusion will be
submitted to Blaine County. Upon completion, such proposed changes to the
underground pipeline will not be visible from East Fork Road.

(8) Attach the following documentation:

A. Information in sufficient detail to determine if the proposed site alteration activity qualifies as
a categorical exclusion including but not limited to graphic representation of the proposal which shall

include property lines and delineate the proposed areas for improvement or alteration, proposed and
existing structures, and land uses.

Figure 1 illustrates the Site Parcel (RP04N180257260) and surrounding parcels. The table below cross
references each Blaine County parcel numbered in Figure 1 with relevant information for each parcel,
including parcel number, owner, owner’s address, PLSS information, and all Blaine County Zoning
identifiers mapped to each parcel.



Blaine County

Map ID Parcel # Owner Owner Address PLSS Comments Zoning
1410 N Hilton Residential R-10
1 RPO4N180257260 IDEQ Boise, ID 83706 T4N R18E Sec 25 Site Residential/Agricultural R-5
400 W F St Residential R-10
2 RP04N180260000 BLM Shoshone, ID 83352 T4N R18E Sec 26 Adjacent W of Site Rural Remote RR-40
400 W F St Residential R-10
3 RPO4N180250000 BLM Shoshone, ID 83352 T4N R18E Sec 35 Adjacent SW of Site Residential/Agricultural R-5
4200 Grange Rd
Thomas A Santa Rosa, CA Residential R-10
4 RPO4N180367740 Judge 95404 T4N R18E Sec 36 Adjacent S of Site Residential/Agricultural R-5
5796 S Schooner Wy
5 RP04N18036773A Jeffrey F Nee Boise, ID 83716 T4N R18E Sec 36 Adjacent S of Site Residential/Agricultural R-5
3245417 ESte2 Nearly adjacent SE of
6 RP0O4N180360010 IDL Jerome, ID 83338 T4N R18E Sec 36 Site Residential/Agricultural R-5
Sun Valley 5642 Coventry Ln
Credit Fort Wayne, IN T4N R18E Sec 25-
7 RP1MO000000840 | Company, LLC 46804 26 Adjacent N of Site Residential R-10
PO Box 1676 Nearly adjacent SE of
8 RP00582000002A Heidi N Heath Ketchum, 1D 83340 T4AN R18E Sec 25 Site Mid-Density Residential R-.40
Sun Valley 5642 Coventry Ln
Credit Fort Wayne, IN Residential R-10
9 RP1M000000178C Company, LLC 46804 T4N R18E Sec 25 E of Site Mid-Density Residential R-.40
Residential R-10
400 W F St Adjacent E and N of Residential/Agricultural R-5
10 RP04N180250000 BLM Shoshone, ID 83352 T4N R18E Sec 25 Site Mid-Density Residential R-.40

The Site parcel is owned by IDEQ and is zoned as Residential R-10 and Residential/Agricultural R-5. The
Site is developed with portions of the Triumph Mine portal discharge line, the surge pond for the
Triumph Mine discharge, and the underground drainage pipeline that extends south where it joins with
an underground discharge line located on Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) Parcel Number
RPO4N180360010. There are no other developments on the Site Parcel.

Figure 1 also shows features and structures associated with the Triumph Mine, and indicates the area
that the proposed test pits will be excavated.

B. A request for a categorical exclusion for any building, access road, and/or driveway that is not
visible from a reference road shall include and demonstrate, in addition to all other requirements, re-
vegetation with native or native-compatible vegetation to prevent erosion, compliance with all
applicable road and driveway standards including all applicable grade standards, appropriate
measures, or design features to prevent soil erosion, silting of lower slopes, slide damage and
flooding, and any other geologic instability, and approval from the applicable fire district Marshall and
the South Central Health District for on-site sewage disposal.

The revegetation seed mix is specified in Section 7. Test pits will not be excavated on any existing road
or driveway; however, test pits will be backfilled and compacted back to original grade. This work does
not involve any on-site sewage disposal.

C. A request for categorical exclusion for the maintenance, repair, and improvement of any
building, other structure, or hillside road that was in existence and lawful before December 18, 1991,
or lawfully constructed thereafter shall demonstrate appropriate measures or design features to
prevent soil erosion, silting of lower slopes, slide damage, flooding, and any other geologic instability.



The proposed test pits are to evaluate subsurface conditions on the Site Parcel. Based on the
information collected from the test pits, changes to the underground pipeline may be proposed at a
later date. The underground pipeline was installed in 1999. The test pit activity will involve the
excavation of soil from pits, temporary placement in a pile next to the pit, and the backfilling of the pit
with the excavated material upon completion of the soil assessment. The temporary placement location
of excavated soil will not be on a slope greater than 30%. Test pit excavation will not be performed
during a heavy precipitation event (defined as greater than 1-inch per hour) that could cause erosion of
the excavated soil. The excavation, backfilling, and re-seeding of 10 test pits is expected to take 1-2 days
total.

D. Include map showing names of surrounding landowners within 300 feet of the exterior
boundary of subject property, including private road owners, typed on mailing labels. Information is
available from County Assessor’s office. Please add current postage + .15¢ per surrounding landowner
mailing fee.

Parcels are numbered on the site map (Figure 1), while parcel ownership and details are cross-
referenced in Table 1 by parcel number. The postage fee for the mailing labels is included in this
submittal.

E. Processing fee of $175.00 as established by County Resolution #2001-54.

Does the processing fee apply to State agencies? Not included but available immediately upon request.



This map was produced using information obtained
from several different sources that have not been
independently verified. These sources have also

not provided information on the precision and accuracy
of the data. Information on this map is not a substitute
for survey data.
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