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Q1: What is important to you about living in the Little Wood area?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Q1 (open ended): Is there something else that you value? Tell us!
Representative responses:
• Small town living.
• Sense of community which spurs cleaning
up.
• That one can live peacefully and affordably,
in harmony with nature, proximate to
stores and services, without the density and
congestion of the Big Wood area…
• Peace and quiet.
• Quality of people.
(Full list of open-ended responses at end of document)

Q2: What changes in your neighborhood over the last 5 to 10 years are
you most proud of, and why?
Representative responses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(Full list of open-ended responses at end of document)

The community has grown closer...
Cleaning up the area
Improvements to the school
New housing
Nice road ways
Being able to recycle…
Trying to update parks and library

Q3: What changes in your neighborhood concern you the most, and
why?
Representative responses:
• Businesses are leaving.
• That without Adamson’s Market, we are
without any true grocery, hardware,
houseware option
• Removal of trees along canal banks...
• Too much growth, lack of privacy
• Noticeable increase in truck traffic on
HW26…
• Housing shortage
(Full list of open-ended responses at end of document)

Q4: Which of the following issues are of greatest importance to you for
the future of Carey and the Little Wood area?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Q5: The Little Wood area is a gateway to the Craters of the Moon National
Monument and Preserve. How important is the Craters to you?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Q6: Housing is a national and local challenge. What types of affordable
housing would you support in your area?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Q7: The Little Wood subarea is primarily an agricultural area. What types
of changes in Blaine County zoning and subdivision regulations would
help to ensure the long term viability of farming and ranching?
Representative responses:
• Keeping zones primarily for Ag.
• The ability to split small lots from large
parcels in order to keep the farm land still
viable as farm land.
• Limited regulations to allow land owners to
utilize their land as they deem necessary.
• Allowing farmers/ranchers to split property
as necessary for family and/or financial
survival.
(Full list of open-ended responses at end of document)

Q8: How would you like to see the area around the City of Carey grow in
the next 20 years? (Check all you agree with.)
Answered: 25

Skipped: 2

Q9: The Little Wood area is somewhat distant from the County seat. How
would you rate the County services and infrastructure in your area?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Q10: In your ideal rural landscape, how important is it to have the
following elements?
Answered: 27 Skipped: 0

Q11: The two simple drawings above show alternative ways of developing
land. "A" has large lots and plenty of space around each house. "B" has
smaller lots, each with access to preserved open space with a stream,
woods and hillside. Please indicate your impressions of each.
Answered: 25

Skipped: 2

Q13: Please tell us a little about yourself. What year were you born?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Q14: Are you a resident of the Little Wood area?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Q15: How many years have you lived (even part-time) in the Little
Wood area?
Answered: 27

Skipped: 0

Open-ended responses to survey questions are
found on the following pages. All responses are
shown in their entirety, unedited, and in no
particular order.

Q1: Is there something else that is important to you? Tell us!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

small town living
sense of community which spurs cleaning up
That one can live peacefully and affordably, in harmony with nature, proximate to stores and services, without the density and congestion of the Big
Wood area. I would like a bike path like the BCRD path & other safe, pedestrian spaces.
peace and quiet
I would like for Carey to have its own survey in the future because Carey is very different from the wood river valley and stay more independent of the
Wood River culture
Keeping our school open in Carey
I don't want to see a bunch of crappy apartments and high density housing
Quality of people

Q2: What changes in your neighborhood over the last 5 to 10 years are
you most proud of, and why?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The community has grown closer and it feels good to be a part of that
clean ups and fix ups
the improvement to the school
cleaning up the area
new housing
I have lived in Carey for less than 5 years.
Nice road ways.
Not too many, Carey is a dying town. Land prices have gone way up. Blaine 2020 was giant land grab by the county
That it hasnt changed
We are most pleased by being able to recycle paper, plastic, glass, metal, and cardboard at the Carey Waste Transfer.
There have not been any changes to speak of in Carey
The side walk and crosswalk at the school in Carey
Trying to update parks and library

Q3: What changes in your neighborhood concern you the most, and why?
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Grocery store going out of business
the subdivisions I believe are affecting the main street as far as leaving existing home in the center of town to only renters who don't seem to care
whether main street looks like it should. Driving through Carey is not a pleasant drive like it used to be.
The grocery store closed down and it makes it tough to buy last minute items as I often forget things from the store
Removal of trees along canal banks. I understand that conserving water was an issue for LW Irrigation Co but question that more water evaporated
because of heat from the sun without the shaded effect. The stumps should have been removed immediately. It created a huge eyesore for locals and all
for years.
businesses are leaving
Outside influences without vested interest in community. Government intervention. Non-elected government employees trying to direct our lives and
what we can and cannot do with our own property.
drugs moving into the area
closing down or Carey's bar and grocery store, attendance at the fair and rodeo has gone down. No community support
Too much growth, lack of privacy.
growing population
Planning and zoning rules preventing development in the rural areas. No infrastructure in the town of Carey
None
That without Adamson's Market, we are without any true grocery, hardware, houseware option.
Noticeable increase in truck traffic on HW26 thru Carey; increased RV traffic on Circle Dr. in Carey; Increase of noxious weeds and deterioration of
properties; repeated destruction of the Highway by overloaded trucks thru Carey; and the mix of residential and commercial properties in Carey that
impact the living quality of residential properties.
Not really a change, but I would like to see houses, especially along main street and the highway required to have a clean nice looking yard without
multiple dead cars and clutter in the yards. It would be nice to recognize that Carey is a nice place to live and that we take pride in how our yards and
homes look. Also, having no grocery store is a complete shame. The old motel by the Sport Shop needs to go. It looks awful and has been that way for
decades.
Housing shortage
loss of grocery store! Obvious reasons

Q4: Which of the following issues are of greatest importance to you for
the future of Carey and the Little Wood area?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Of most importance is that property owners in the this area retain their right to build a dwelling on the land they own without having to pay exorbitant fees
to do so to the county planning and zoning.
motorized access to mountains is needed so that older people can enjoy the mountains
Encroachment of outside government powers. Let us control ourselves.
Carey town managers could be talking to delivery and cell services to improve outlying parcels' lifestyle services. Perhaps this is not germaine to this
survey. Thank you, though, for offering a space to make mention of this type of suggestion. I also realize growth brings these 'services.'
In planning, it would be best to let the people who live there make their own decisions.
That people in and around the City of Carey show pride of ownership by keeping their properties neat and tidy; by not accumulating junk, such as old
cars, equipment, or supplies piled up and visible around their homes. That there is no graffiti. That signs of urban blight be addressed quickly. That crime
is low. That people are honest, have integrity, and are respectful of others. That phone and internet be available and reliable in a wider geographical
area.
Sidewalks with curb and gutter down Main Street and cute light poles that make the town feel welcoming.
I'd rather decrease Carey's population. Super concerned it's just going to end up a commuter slum of apartments and condos for people to work in hailey
Ketchum sun valley
Carey needs to install curbs and gutters on main streets. Decent grocery store would be nice. A discount store similar to Aldi would be wonderful and
would encourage local shopping from all the surrounding area
Land owner rights..low government oversight

Q6: Other ideas for appropriate affordable housing in the Little Wood
area?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Incentives may be given to areas for promoting the building of some apartments/duplex. Lessening of development fees/local tax incentives.
Carey is affordable housing
Carey IS affordable housing for the county.
We do not want the density, congestion, and traffic of the Big Wood Valley.
Housing is not the government's responsibility, and government housing always fails. Private property and free enterprise will meet the challenge.
Apartment buildings
People should live where they can afford to. If you can't afford it don't live here.
Let market dictate. Government subsidies and lack of property owner rights.

Q7: The Little Wood subarea is primarily an agricultural area. What types
of changes in Blaine County zoning and subdivision regulations would
help to ensure the long term viability of farming and ranching?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keeping zones primarily for Ag
the ability to split small lots from large parcels in order to keep the farm land still viable as farm land
Limited regulations to allow land owners to utilize their land as they deem necessary.
Allowing farmers/ranchers to split property as necessary for family and/or financial survival.
Keep government thumbs off the scales.
Not a farmer or planner likely housing for workers on farms
Allowing for farmland to be divided into smaller parcels to allow for family members and siblings who want to live in Carey build homes on their family’s
property.
Not sure
Create separate zoning desperate from North end zoning
unknown

Q8: How would you like to see the area around the City of Carey
grow in the next 20 years?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The actual town looks like a ghost town and needs to be re developed and cleaned up
As needs arise the affected parties should be allowed to determine any necessary changes. (Too much legislation often prohibits positive development.)
The land open in the City is controlled by a few people. It makes development difficult.
I do not wish to see any future growth.
Leave ag. parcels be no subdividing
I would like to see the City of Carey maximize its potential growth, both residential and commercial, retail and services, before any more outward growth
and sprawl. That some quality of life services, private and public, be consistently available to area residents: library, healthcare, transportation for
seniors, etc.
Keep government thumbs off the scales.
Is there water for developing non-farm?
I just would like to see positive growth to make available room for families who would like to raise their family in Carey and to make the town look
welcoming and refreshed
Let growth happen naturally

Q9: The Little Wood area is somewhat distant from the County seat. How
would you rate the County services and infrastructure in your area?
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Would like to have recycling.
Our roads in Carey don't get plowed until after I have to be at work sometimes.
Carey residents typically don't expect any services, so are easy to please.
When the sheriff's officer came to our door with an evacuation notice from the Sharps Fire, it was heartening to learn that we few residents are not
forgotten. It is likewise reassuring to know that there are sheriffs as our neighbors. In the event of a 911 emergency call, perhaps their response time will
be less than that of driving over from Bellevue.
Those are pretty nice schools.
Summer road maintenance means rocks and broken windshields. The highway gets hot, the trucks are too heavy and the road buckles under the weight
again and again. I think truck weight should be restricted and trucks should use the freeway unless they deliver in Carey. No recycling in Carey. Winter
road maintenance in the residential neighborhoods used to be excellent years ago but not any more. Snow removal is too infrequent.
Trash is private noxious weeds are problem farming private care regulated don't like poisons used Cole to homes
Our road needs graded about once a month to upkeep from to much washboards.
Carey needs to install curbs and gutters on main streets. Decent grocery store would be nice. A discount store similar to Aldi would be wonderful and
would encourage local shopping from all the surrounding area.
County services are top notch compared to other counties I have lived in

Q10: Other "rural" landscape features?
•
•
•
•
•

wet lands
leave landscape to natural progression
Ordinance against dumping old RVs and farm equipment either front or back of properties that create visual eyesores. Potential solution: create or zone
a community 'graveyard' with inexpensive optional hauling services
Not seeing trash along the sides of the roads.
Natural flow of river vs irrigation canals

Q11: Why do you prefer A or B?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I like A but it doesn't provide enough open space for farms and ranches
It is more natural to me.
I prefer no development at all other than caring for and maintaining and improving the existing sites and yards
B because you have access to river
Should be the personal preference of the owner.
Natural, open space is a priority. More access & opportunities are available for more than just each landowner.
Homes generally more affordable I grocery store, hoarder garbage homes no personal or civic pride, lack of water in natural flow of lwriver
Homes generally more affordable I grocery store, hoarder garbage homes no personal or civic pride, lack of water in natural flow of lwriver
I like the thought of having space away from neighbors

Q12: Sustainability is a popular theme in land use planning. A frequently
quoted definition of sustainable development is “development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.” What does "sustainable land use"
mean to you?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I believe it's very important to leave our families a legacy and that's why I think it's important to allow families of larger parcels to be able to easily divide their land for that
use. Most of these parcels have been in families for years and want to continue that practice.
keeping plenty of it open for future farmers and ranchers
Land use that meets the needs of those who desire to live there.
responsible development
using the land best as you can for your purpose
Meeting humans needs with the use of nature without harming the ecosystems.
no subdividing
Allowing the land owners to utilize their land as they see fit.
Not much
That open land is not being covered over with concrete and asphalt, simply because it is available, when there are previously developed yet un-used sites that can be
re-built for new uses.
It's a new name for an old concept that private property and free enterprise have always addressed nicely, with help from the the common law of nuisance.
Definition given sounds fine
Sustainable means I get to keep my low key small town rural lifestyle. Nothing worse than watching these little farming communities get ruined by turning into mini cities.
I'd rather drive to twin for stuff than see all the urban sprawl here
Same

