Wood River Valley Trail Study
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Objectives/Methodology/Partnershi

Study

ps
1. Study Objectives

2. Community Partners
3. Study Methodology




v'Count trail visits during non winter season 2012 in Wood River
Valley

v'Develop better understanding of trail user profile and usage
patterns

v’ Employ combination of infrared count, direct observation, and
survey instruments for data compilation

\ l

Comprehensive Trails Data Set to be engaged ongoing
by partners for trail planning, community planning, trail

maintenance and policy, economic impact studies, grant
writing, outreach/marketing.




Study Partnershi-

Blaine County Recreation District
Sustain Blaine

City of Ketchum

Ketchum Parks & Recreation
Wood River Bike Coalition

Wood River Land Trust

Ketchum Ranger District

Bureau of Land Management
Sawtooth National Recreation Area
Sun Valley Company

Blaine County
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725,000 total trail user days (April through November)

Inferred minimum resident (local) usage of 46%
Inferred minimum non-resident (visitor) usage of 28%

Visitor Profile: 52% 40-60 years, 52% male, 3.1 people per party, 46%
hiking, 46% biking, 61% by car to area, 47% in hotel, 4-7 days visited

Origin of visitors predominately Intermountain West (76%)
Hiking & biking predominate usage patterns

Bike path usage 79% biking and 13% hiking/running
Single track usage 58% hiking and 30% biking

Trail Days in South and Central systems 10x North system



Trail Day (Usage) Metrics

Sampling Statistics

Total Trail Days

Trail Days by Geography
Trail Days by Trail Type
Trail Days by System

o gk 0P

Trail Days by Type of Use




Infrared Counters

*Placed across 25+ trailheads

Data “hits” reduced to “trail days”
*Placed on major trailheads and arteries

Observation Data:

*Human trail observations (200 hours+)
*Lead + 5 volunteer team

2 hour periods across multiple trails, times

Locals Survey Data:
*Web based survey sent to BCRD database/users (5000+)
345 inputs received (n)

Visitor Survey Data:
«Sample cards issued to identified non-residents
«372 inputs received (n)
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Trail Day
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Trail Day
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Sun Valley
SNRA
Pump Parks
Mid Valley
North Ketchum
Ketchum
Harriman
Hailey
Galena
Croy

Corral

Bike Path

Baldy

Local/Visitor Trall
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Trail User Profiles

Sampling Statistics
Age

Gender

Dog Usage

Type of Trail Use
Group Size
Access information
Frequency of Use

© 0 N o g~ wDdPRE

Visitor Information
10. Economic Spend
11. Trail Information




e

Observation Data:

*Human trail observations (200 hours+)
*Lead + 5 volunteer team

2 hour periods across multiple trails, times

Locals Survey Data:
*Web based survey sent to BCRD database/users (5000+)
345 inputs received (n)

Visitor Survey Data:
«Sample cards issued to identified non-residents
«372 inputs received (n)
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Total Observed Age

Total

Visitor Reported Age

Age=60

Age 19to60

Apecld

0% 10% 2% 30% 405 50% a0 F0%

=70 years
o0-64 years
50-59 wears
A0-44 years
30-39 wears
2529 waars

<5 wears

14%

235

25% 30

5%




Total

Wiood River Trail BP

Sun Valley/Trall Creek Road BP
White Clouds

Baldy Trails

Practor/Corral Craek

Croy Canyon Tralls
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Total Observed Gender

Total Obs

Visitor Reported Gender

51%
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10% 0%

30% a0k
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100%
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Observed G

Total

Wood River Trail BP

Sun valley/Trall Creek Road BP
White Clouds

Baldy Trails

ProctorfCorral Craek

Croy Canyon Tralls
Chocoolate/FoxfLake Creek/Oregon
Carbonate

Adarms Gulch/Heldelburg
Harriman Trail

Greenharn

Galena Tralls

Colarado Guleh{Toe of Hill

Drapear

20%

305 A0% 50% B0

Hpdale ™ Female




Totals Obse

Total Observed Dog Use Locals Reported Dog Use

M
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Total Multi-Use Path (BF)
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Observed

Total

Wood River Trall

Sun Valley/Trall Creek Road BF
‘White Clouds

Baldy Tralls

Proctor/Corral Creek

Croy Canyon Tralls
Chocolate/Fos/Lake Creek/Oregon
Carbonate

Adams Gulch/Heldelburg
Harriman Trall

Gregnhorn

Galena Tralls

Colorado Gulch,Toe of Hill

Oraper

120%




Totals O
Total Observed Group Size Visitor Reported Group Size
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With one other person | ;15
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Observed

Size of Party

Total

Wood River Trail

Sun Valley/Trail Creek Acad BF
White Clouds

Baldy Tralls

ProctorfCorral Creek

Croy Camyon Tralls
Chocolate/Fox/Lake Creek/Oregon
Carbonate

Adams Gulch/Haldelburg
Harriman Trall

Greenhorn

Galena Trails 315

Colorado GulchyToe of Hill

Draper
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Total Observed Usage

Visitor Reported Usage
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Observed

Tatal

Waod River Trail

Sun Valley/Trall Creek Road BP

White Clouds

Baldy Trails

Practor/Corral Creek

Croy Canyon Traills

Chocolate/FoxfLake Creek/Oregon

Carbonate

Adams Gulchy/Heldelburg

Harrirman Trail

Greenhorn

Galena Trails

Colorade Gulch)Toe of HIl

Draper
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How Access Trails

Why Access Trails

Blke or Walk

Wan or taxl sarvice

Public tramsportation (Bus)

—
0%
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Best means to get from ene place to
another In town

Cornmuting to work
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Other

Idaho

28%
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255
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Observed

Total

Baldy Trails

ProctorfCarral Creek

Cray Canyon Tralls

Chocolate/FoxLake Creek/Oregon

Carbonate

Adams Gulch/Heldelburg

Harriman Traill

Greenharn

Galena Tralls

Colorado GulchToe of Hill
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Reported Access/Accom
Access To Area Accommodation

Camping

1 Friemnds

Private Alr - 10% y
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Reported Skill Level Will You Return

Mayhe I 2u
& Novice
No | 0%
¥ Intermediate
-~ Expert .

i 20% 405 B0% B 100% 120%




Average Reported Spend $1,751

1k and below

»1-3k

=10k and more l 1%

0% 10% 20%

0%

al%




International

Hawail

Mlaska

Morthwest

Califernia

3%

Mountaln West

Southwest

Taxas

hidwest

Southeast

Mortheast

U 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 0% 35%




Other Internatienal
Canada
Hawall
Alacka
‘Washington
Oregon
California
Mevada
Idaho

Utah
Arizona
Maontana
Wyoming
Colorado
MNew Mexico
Oklahoma
Taxas

5%

Minnesota
Hinals
Plesouri
Michigan
Indiana
Kentucky
Loulslana
Florida
Geoargla
Wirginia
hdarylamd
Pennsylvania
New larsey
Mew Yark
Connecticut
haine
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Con't utilize informaton sources

Guldebooks

Word of mouth

Visitor Center

BCRD Web-site

L5, Forest Service

35%

0% 5% 10 15% 20 25% 30 I5%




Trail Experience/Improvement
Assessment

Overall Reported Trail Experience
Trail Density

Experience Reported by Tralil
System

4. Reported Improvement
Opportunities




Locals Survey Data:

*Web based survey sent to BCRD database/users (5000+)
345 inputs received (n)

Visitor Survey Data:
«Sample cards issued to identified non-residents
«372 inputs received (n)
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Locals Trail Experience

Visitor Trail Experience
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Locals/ Re

% that Rated Each trail system either 1 or 2 out of possible 5
(1=most favorable; 5= least favorable)

Fox, Chocolotae Oregon etc. B

Galena aa%

l |

Harriman B2%

White Cloud B1%

Bald Mountain Tralls

g
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#
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Singletrack/Backcountry

Multi-Use Paths (bike paths)

% Rated Significant Improvement Opportunity

Batter trall maintenance

Education on shared trail usage

Slgnage,"Way Finding

Batter trallhead cleanup

More Advanced terrain

Beginnar/Lower Intermediate Terrain

Reliable Info on Trail Status

31%
23%
25%
L
15%
I:IIK 5;6 1I:;$G 15:% lflf!ﬁ 25% 3% 35%

% Rated Significant Improvement Opportunity
Education around shared trail usage _ 2515
Trailside Ameanities _ 9.0%
Signage or Way Finding - 9.4%
Better Trallhead Clean Up - T.0%

Reliable info on Trall Status H ?.T

00%  S5.0%  10.0% 150% 2000% 250% 30.0% 35.0% 400% 45.0%




Locals Rep

How would you describe the overall usage levels on
the Wood River Valley singletrack and backcountry

trails?

Very low levels of usage

Just right

Moderately crowded

Extremely crowded with too many users

13%

a3%

2%

20%




Trail User Metrics

[Work in progress]
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Appendices

2012 Locals Trails Survey N=345
2012 Visitor Trails Survey N=372
Captured Comments — Observation Research

Captured Comments — Locals Observation
Survey
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Us

Locals Reported Visits/
Singletrack/Backcountry Trails

Elkharn area tralls (Parker Gulch, Independence Creek, atc.)
Harrirman Trail

ketchum area tralls (Fox Creek, Chocolate Gulch, Oregon Gulch, etc.]
Galena area trails

Corral Creek and Proctor Bountain tralls

Wwhite Cloud Trails

Bald Mountain Tralls
Adarms Gulch trall system
Greenhorm trall system
Deer Creek tralls

Otheer Halley tralls or roads
Carbonate Mountain

Toe of the Hill

Cray Creek trall system
South of Halley trails or roads

o 20 40 &0 &0 100 120 140 160

Multi-Use Paths/Trails

Warm Springs bike path

Swun Valley Road bike path 129

Elkhorm Loop bike path 13%

‘Wood River Trall bike bath [Bellevue to Hulen Meadaows) 6?51

0% 10% 0% 0% Al 5096 B0 TG




Visitor Reported Visits/

Us

Elkhom Loop Bike Bath
Wiocd River Trall (bike path)
White Clouds

Proctor

Panmy Hill

Hulen/Lake Creak
Heldelburg

Harriman

Greenhorn

Galena Lodge Area
Earl's

Draper

Croy Camyan

Corral Creek
Chocolate Gulch

Bald Mauntaln

Baker Lake

Adams Gulch

e
18%
3%
12%

I

= T

I

2%
1%
%
A%
I
3%
=z-u
8%
12%

0% % 4% B% 8% 12% 14% 18%




