Mule Trains Approaching Ketchum: Photo credit –The Community Library Center for Regional History
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Vision

Blaine County celebrates its history and protects its rich and diverse heritage.

Key Guiding Principle
Social

and

cultural

diversity

and

historic

preservation are community goals.

we encourage today are more environmentally

Stated objectives of County leaders have included

Blaine County’s history also includes a diverse culture

honoring the County’s heritage and being mindful of

that continues and evolves today. A wide range of

its legacy to future generations. Our County has a

ideas,

rich history. Preservation of historic buildings and

community life. Quality community services, both

sites helps us remember our heritage and tells the

public and private, are important to support our

story of our history. However, the economic drivers

diverse population.

responsible than the extractive industries of the past.

customs,

culture,

and

wisdom

enrich

neque at sem venenatis eleifend. Ut nonummy.
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Fusce aliquet pede non pede. Suspendisse dapibus
lorem pellentesque magna. Integer nulla. Donec

Basin Cultural Area. Archeological and historical

Setting
County citizens have taken pride in their history,
heritage

and

culture

for

decades.

The

1995

experts recognize the following cultural time periods:


Comprehensive Plan identified types of historic
landscapes

worthy

of

preservation,

including

Paleoindian/Early Archaic Period (15,000 to
7,500 BP (before present)



abandoned mines, former mining towns and districts,

Middle Prehistoric/Archaic Period (7,500 to 1300
BP)

kilns, smelters, farms and ranches, sawmills, and ski-



Late Prehistoric/Archaic Period (1,300 to 150 BP)

related landscapes such as the Rudd Mountain ski lift



Proto-Historic Period (300 to 150 BP)

(first mechanized chair lift in the world).



Historic (1870 to 1969 AD, which is 150 to 50 BP)

Idaho’s Local Land Use Planning Act requires

A continuum of human land use and settlement spans

Comprehensive Plans to include an “analysis of areas,

more than 10,000 years. The majority of prehistoric

sites

archaeological sites in the county fall within the

or

structures

architectural,

of

historical,

ecological,

archeological,

wildlife

or

scenic

significance.” The Introduction of this Plan contains a
historic timeline for Blaine County. Ecological, wildlife
and scenic areas are covered in the Natural
Environment Chapter. This Chapter will broadly
address historical, archeological, and special interest
areas and sites and identify challenges and areas of
opportunity. Separate sections have been created for
each subarea, listing highlights and notable sites.
(These subarea pages follow the Desired Outcomes.)

Archaic time period as indicated above. Historic sites
are those 50-years old and older.
While Blaine County does not have a complete survey
of all archeological and historic sites, a variety of work
has been completed by federal, state, and local
agencies as well as the private sector and non-profit
groups. Most of the work has been driven by laws
including the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) of 1966. Sites as of April 2019 include:


1123 Cultural Resource Surveys



2018 Archaeological Sites

provided by a local historian.



577 Isolated Finds



544 Historic Sites

Background



87 Linear Sites (e.g. roads, canals)

Blaine County is considered by cultural historians to



4 National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

The “Special Historical Notes” section of the Appendix
has

additional

stories

and

details,

generously

districts

be part of the Salmon River and Snake River Plains
Cultural Regions, which are part of the larger Great



22 NRHP sites

Sawtooth City: Photo credit –Claudia Taylor Walsworth
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Historic Themes
Local historic and archeological experts suggest the following thematic organizational approach to Blaine County
historic resources:

Native American
The Wood River and Salmon River regions of Idaho are
part of the ancestral homelands to the Shoshone-Bannock
and Nez Perce Tribes. Federally recognized tribes have
inherent treaty rights under the Fort Bridger Treaties of
the 1860’s to hunt, fish, gather plants, and obtain minerals
on public lands including those administered in Blaine
County. According to tribal leaders, the ShoshoneBannock and Nez Perce Tribes have been in Idaho since
time immemorial. Native American Traditional Cultural
Properties (TCP), include sacred sites and ceremonial
areas, edible and medicinal plant food harvesting
locations, important topographic features, rock art locales
(petroglyphs and pictographs), mineral gathering areas,
and tribal fishing grounds. TCP’s may not contain material
remains at all and can be defined by oral traditions of a
particular tribe.

Andrew Honena of the "Agai'Dika" (Salmon-Eater)
Northern Shoshone Tribe. Photo courtesy of the
Ariwite and Honena families

Ethnic Heritage
Blaine County contains a rich ethnic heritage,
including Chinese immigrants who worked the
mines and the railroad and Basque (and more
recently, Peruvian and Chilean) sheepherders.
Their unique settlements included Chinese
gardens, opium dens and underground tunnels,
and Basque sheep herding areas, camp facilities,
and arborglyphs (tree carvings). Few of these
remain except several arborglyphs in multiple
canyons, visible to observant hikers.

1885 Chinese workers at a blast furnace. Photo taken by
Assayer Eugene Antz, who lived in Ketchum: Photo credit –The
Community Library Center for Regional History
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Mining Period (Mining Industry)
The robust period of mining activity includes historic
districts; mining camps and towns; individual mine sites;
abandoned equipment; mining pits, dumps, and tailings
piles;

processing areas such as kilns, smelters and

reduction mills; below ground features such as tunnels,
shafts, and stopes; transporting facilities such as rail
lines, trestles, and tramways. There are numerous
historic mining districts including Sawtooth City and
Vienna which produced silver; the Wood River District
which produced gold, lead, silver, and zinc; the Mineral
Hill District which produced lead, silver, and zinc; the

Mule Train and Freight Wagon at North Star Mill: Photo

Camas or Hailey Gold Belt which produced gold; the

credit –The Community Library Center for Regional History

Little Wood/ Muldoon District which produced lead and
silver; and the Bullion District that produced lead/silver.
Former mining towns include Sawtooth City, Vienna,
Galena, Boulder City, Triumph, Bullion, Doniphan,
Broadford, and Muldoon.

Farm and Ranch Complexes and Landscapes
(Agricultural Industry).
Some Blaine County farms and ranches date back to
the first pioneer settlers traveling via Goodale’s cutoff
in the 1850’s. The ranching lifestyle grew in the late
1800’s with numerous sheep ranches. This thematic
category includes historic farms and ranches, including
iconic barns such as Reinheimer, Sun Valley, Fox and
Rock Creek; water holding or diversion systems such as
reservoirs, ponds, canals, ditches, diversions, and
headgates (many of which are significant to how the
County developed); farm trails, fields, hillside terraces
Sheep Herding in Muldoon by the coke ovens: Photo credit
–The Community Library Center for Regional History

and grazing allotments; tree-lined roads, trails, and
stock driveways such as the Ketchum to Stanley Stock
Driveway.
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Early Resort and Recreation Development
(Recreation and Tourism Industry)
Numerous hot springs were the region’s first resort
developments. The Easley Plunge and Cathedral Pines
Church Camp began in 1880 and its use and enjoyment
continue to this day. The Guyer, Bald Mountain,
Clarendon, and Hailey Hot Springs followed soon
thereafter. Sadly, none of these latter structures or
landscapes remain today.
Historic outdoor winter recreation areas include former
ski mountains such as Rudd Mountain (Procter Ridge)

Bald Mountain Hot Springs: Photo credit –The Community

ski lift, which contained the first mechanized chair lift in

Library Center for Regional History

the world, Penny Mountain or Kinderhorn, Dollar
Mountain, Bald Mountain; and the Rotarun Ski Area. The
Sun Valley Resort established in 1936 was the first in the

The

built

recreational

environment

reflects

an

American West.

assortment of architectural styles influenced by national

Several camp grounds, organizational camps, and

mountain rustic such as the Sun Valley Lodge and

summer home areas on public lands (such as Pettit Lake,

Hemingway House; Austrian, German and Swiss themed

Baker Creek, and Warm Springs summer home areas)

chalets some of which have exterior walls painted with

date back to the early 1900s.

murals; A-Frames, domes and yurts.

and worldwide trends including the Victorian, vernacular,

Forest Service and Civilian Conservation Corps
Forest Service improvements include the construction and
maintenance of fire lookouts, guard and ranger stations,
campgrounds with outhouses, summer home areas and
related infrastructure. Some of the early 1930s Forest
Service improvements were constructed by the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC). The CCC was a successful work
relief program developed by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt to bring employment to millions of Americans
during the Great Depression. Many of the roads and trails
in Blaine County, including the first ski trails on Bald
Mountain were built by the CCC.

CCC Work Camp in Warm Springs: Photo credit –The
Community Library Center for Regional History
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Transportation Industry
This thematic category includes a network of travel
corridors and systems used throughout recorded
history, including ancient Indian trails; immigrant
routes such as Goodale’s Cutoff and the Kelton Road,
pack trails, wagon roads, toll roads, and stage stations
used to transport mining equipment, supplies, and
minerals; railroad lines, stations, and sidings; bridges
and other infrastructure. The reuse of historic railroad
grades has become popular and the Wood River Trail
bike/multi-use path follows the route of the former

The Oregon Short Line Train tackles deep snow:

“Snow Ball Express”/Wood River Branch (Shoshone to

Photo credit –The Community Library Center for

Ketchum) of the Oregon Short Line Railroad, a

Regional History

subsidiary of the Union Pacific. The area’s scenic
beauty is recognized through two scenic byways: the
Sawtooth Scenic Byway which begins in Shoshone,
rolls north through fertile agricultural land then on
through recreational/resort area of the Wood River

Hwy 75 junction to Arco, then US 93 to Challis,
featuring some of the most diverse stretches of road
in Idaho, with massive lava flows, wetlands, high
desert and some of Idaho’s tallest mountains.

Valley, over Galena Summit to Challis; and the Peaks
to Craters Scenic Byway, which follows US 20 from the

Timber Industry
Since Euro-American settlement, timber harvesting has
played a significant role in developing the built
environment.

Timber was an important resource for

mining -- fuel for boilers, timbering in the mines, and for
housing and mill construction. In agriculture, logging
was essential for structures such as corrals and loading
chutes, hay derricks, fencing as well as log cabins and
barns. Timber was used for railroad ties and other
transportation infrastructure.

Sites from this thematic

category include timber harvesting areas in various
stages of reforestation; stumps; logging and skid trails;
abandoned

equipment;

logging

camp

sites;

and

processing areas such as sawmills including Flower’s
Mills at the mouth of Adam’s Gulch, the Frank Young
Sawmill in the North Fork of the Big Wood area, and
Logging crew hauling timber near Griffin Butte:
Photo credit –The Community Library Center for

several in Warm Springs including those run by the Board
Brothers, Abijah Adams, and Carl Pothier.

Regional History
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Table 1. Archaeological Sites and Historic

Special Areas and Cultural

Properties by Subarea

Resources Recorded Sites
Approximately

3,000

historic

properties

and

Subarea

archaeological sites have been documented in Blaine
County. These compilations are a listing of areas, sites,
or structures of historical, archeological, architectural,
ecological, wildlife, or scenic significance to date
(April 2019). Much of this documentation arises
through the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
of 1969 and the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) process, which requires cultural and historic
analysis of actions on federally managed lands. It is
likely that there are hundreds, if not more,
undocumented sites on public, state and private land.

Sawtooth City/Smiley Creek
North Valley/Galena
Ketchum & Sun Valley
Mid Valley
Hailey & Bellevue Canyons
Bellevue Triangle
Little Wood
Craters & Yale
Total

Total number of
recorded
sites
(unincorporated
areas only)
126
237
121
120
93
397
92
1,111
2,297

Note that the summaries in this Plan do not focus on
sites within the municipalities with the exception of

Highlights of the recorded sites by Subarea are

archaeological sites and historic properties that

included in the pages

played a significant role in the development of the

Outcomes.

county and worthy of public attention.

following the Desired

Three maps of historic (not archaeological) sites

There are 23 designated National Register of Historic

follow the Subarea pages. Maps of archeological sites

Places historic properties in Blaine County, of which

are not included due to the confidentiality of these

13 are located in Hailey including the Blaine County

sensitive locations.

Courthouse, still housing the County government.
Three structures - the Cold Springs and Gimlet
Pegram Truss Bridges and the Fish Creek Dam - are
the only designated historic properties in the
unincorporated County. There are several historic
districts including Sawtooth City (part of a mining
district), the Bellevue Historic District, the Ketchum
Ranger District Administrative Site (Forest Service
Park), and the Ernest and Mary Hemingway House.
Other historic properties previously determined
eligible for listing in the National Register include the
Pettit Lake summer home area, the Easley and Baker
Creek Summer Home areas, the Ketchum to Stanley
Stock Driveway, the Sawtooth Park Highway, the Sun

Blaine County Courthouse: Photo credit - Blaine County

Valley Historic District, Triumph area mines, the
Hiawatha and the District Canals, Eccles Flying Hat
Ranch, and the Oregon Short Line Railroad.
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Countywide Preservation Efforts
A variety of groups are involved with cultural values
and the history of Blaine County. These include:

nonprofit organization funded by the County, grant
efforts and volunteers. They operate the countywide
museum in Hailey on the historic 1882 Friedman
property donated by the Friedman family to the City
of Hailey for museum purposes. The Museum exhibits
focus on pioneer lifestyle, local family history and
vignette of mines, schools, ranches, famous literary
fashions,

and

political

memorabilia, including one of the largest political
button collections in the country. In 2018, the
Museum purchased the historic adjacent house to the
south, and fundraising plans for expansion are
underway as of 2019.

While the Clerk and Recorders Office is not an
organization necessarily recognized for historic
preservation, the documents and records preserved
at the County vault are significant. These original
documents are not replicated anywhere else and
represent a significant early history of Blaine and
Alturas counties.

photos on glass plate negatives of the landscapes in
Blaine and Custer counties. His photos span subjects
such as scenic vistas, early settlements, early mining
towns and cultural events. Mallory was serving as the
Blaine County Assessor when he passed at age 56 in
1936. His heirs donated the majority of the Martyn
Mallory Historic Photograph Collection to the Hailey
Public Library in 1995, including exclusive rights to
determine the control and availability of the materials
for research and reproduction.

The Community Library Jeanne Roger Lane
Center for Regional History
established in 1982, is comprised of the Betty Olsen
Carr Reading Room, the Regional History Museum,
and the Ernest and Mary Hemingway House and
Preserve special collections. The Center collects and
makes accessible materials on central Idaho historical
events and cultural change, as well as on Ernest
Hemingway.

Significant

in

the

collections

are

Hemingway materials and an oral history collection of
over 500 recorded interviews. The Community

Hailey Arts and Historic Preservation
Commission
The Hailey Arts and Historic Preservation Commission
(formerly Hailey Historic Preservation Commission)
was founded in 1987 with a purpose of protecting and
promoting historic buildings and sites in Hailey. This
volunteer group is credited with Hailey becoming a
Certified Local Government (CLG) and an Idaho
Heritage City. Efforts include an inventory of historic
buildings, a Hailey Walking Tour, numerous plaques
identifying the history of buildings, and grant
to

West famous, Martyn Mallory was taking archetypal

The Jeanne Roger Lane Center for Regional History,

Blaine County Clerk and Recorders Office

partnerships

further protection.

30 years before Ansel Adams made the American

The Blaine County Museum, established in 1962, is a

period

these (and other) owners to obtain grant monies for

Hailey Public Library Mallory Collection

Blaine County Historical Museum

personalities,

Historic Places. As a CLG, the Commission works with

undertake

preservation

and

renovation. Hailey contains 16 buildings that are
eligible for nomination to the National Register of
9|Chapter 9 - Special Areas and Sites

Library's mission is to bring individuals, ideas, and
information together to enhance the cultural life of
the community. The Library is a privately funded
public library that offers free access like governmentfunded libraries, but receives no dedicated tax
support. The collection also includes 12 newspaper
publications from the turn-of-the-century to the
present, including the “Wood River Times” dating
back to 1881.

The Community Library Regional History
Museum
The Regional History Museum (formerly the Sun
Valley Museum of History) promotes a sense of place

through exhibitions and programming about central

Sunday Drive

Idaho. The Museum's objective is the reflection of the
community's experience and contribution to the
history of the American West through storytelling.
Stories are told across time, from the earliest known
records through the present day, with the museum's
collection. Formerly operated by the Ketchum Sun
Valley Historical Society as the Heritage and Ski
Museum, since 1995, the Community Library took
charge in 2014.

In 1959, the highway between Ketchum and
Stanley was finally paved. Before that time, a
Sunday drive, with Dad as the tour guide, went
something like this: While Sis and I waited
patiently on the bench outside the Casino Club
in Ketchum, Dad and Mom played the slots for
an hour. Finally we hopped in the old Chevy
and headed north. The old dirt and gravel road
was rough and dusty, and with no air

Other Organizations
While the Ketchum/Sun Valley Historical Society and
the Ketchum Historic Preservation Commission are no
longer active, they were involved in laying the
foundation for future preservation work in the County
during the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. The US Forest
Service and Bureau of Land Management offices have
valuable historic records. The Upper Wood River

conditioning and all the windows down it
wasn’t all that pleasant. In places the tall
willows on either side of the road made it seem
to us in the back seat that we were in a tunnel.
As we passed near Lake Creek, Dad said in the
horse and wagon days we’d have to pay a toll
to go further. We wanted to stop for a dip at

Grange began a seed library in 2016.

the Easley Plunge, but being a Sunday it was

Cultural/Historic Special Events

places like Easley, Baker Creek, and Anderson

A number of special events take place that highlight

Creek, we saw new cabins being built. A result

the region’s heritage and celebrate its lifestyle such as

of the U. S. Forest Service policy of encouraging

Trailing of the Sheep and several parades: Ketchum’s

people to use their National Forests. At Russian

Wagon Days, Hailey’s Fourth of July, Bellevue’s Labor

John, Dad said in the early days there was

Day and Carey’s Pioneer Days.

another toll station run by a cranky old Russian

closed, so on we went. All along in various

guy. If we were on horseback, it would cost us
fifteen cents plus ten cents for our horse to go
on. So on we bumped, getting dustier by the

Galena Store

mile until we came to Pearl Barber’s Galena
Store. What a treat that was. Dad needed gas in
the car, so he let me hand crank the gas pump
while Mom and Mrs. Barber chatted. We all
went in to the store where Mrs. Barber fixed us
sandwiches and told stories about her early
days at Galena. We learned that the road on up
to Galena Summit wasn’t in very good shape,
and we might have to cut down a tree and tie
it behind the car to help slow the descent, so
Dad decided we’d had enough and turned back
to Ketchum.

Pulling up for sandwiches at the Galena Store, 1956:
Photo credit –The Community Library Center for

(by Frank Rowland)

Regional History
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National Park Service. It assists communities in

Challenges and Opportunities
This Chapter was developed with the assistance of a
cultural resource consultant, collection experts at the
Community Library Center for Regional History,
experts from other local organizations and the

preserving their unique historic character, provides
technical assistance and small grants to local
governments. At this time, Hailey is the only
community in Blaine County designated as a CLG.

invaluable input of local volunteer historians. The

One of the biggest benefits of the program is the CLG

following issues and opportunities were identified by

Grant program. These grants are used for projects

these key stakeholders:

such as surveys, National Register nominations, tour

Lack of clear statement of intent regarding historic
preservation

and

implementation.

Many

organizations and individual are working to recognize
and protect Blaine County’s resources, including areas
of historical, cultural archeological, and architectural
values. This Plan and other organizational efforts
outlined herein could assist in establishing clear goals

brochures, historic preservation plans. In recent years,
the Idaho SHPO has distributed about $76,000
annually to CLGs. The CLG designation allows
communities to tap in to resources and grant
opportunities otherwise not available. Working
towards

this

designation

would

require

the

commitment of staff resources.

on a countywide basis.
Lack

of

clear

organizational

structure

on

a

countywide basis. While various historic and cultural
organizations exist, there is no countywide board or
organization responsible for historic, archeological
and cultural preservation. Creating a volunteer board
comprised of representatives from throughout the
County would create a framework for progress on
preservation issues. Staff resources would be needed
to assist any such board. This effort could also lead
the

development

of

a

countywide

historic

preservation plan.
Lack of consistent coordination between local
historic

organizations.

While

meetings

have

occurred between the various organizations tasked
with historic preservation, no regular coordination is
in place. This includes coordination with federal
partners, as a vast number of resources are located on
federally-managed lands.
No Certified Local Government (CLG) designation.
Certified Local Governments (CLGs) are communities
that show a commitment to historic preservation by
adopting a local ordinance and creating a historic
preservation

commission.

The

program

is

a

Stained Glass in from the Cloverly Ranch House:

partnership between local governments, the Idaho

Photo credit –The Community Library Center for

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the

Regional History
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Incomplete inventory of historic and cultural

Loss of oral histories and stories. The Community

resources. Local historic experts note a lack of

Library Regional History Department maintains an

inventory of historic resources. Such an inventory

oral history program with over 500 interviews

would require the dedication of funds to complete the

preserving the memories of the people of the Wood

work. It would also include coordinated efforts for the

River Valley. Subject matter includes Native American,

collection and documentation of records associated

Chinese and Basque history, mining, ranching, timber,

with Blaine County history maintained at a variety of

railroad (transportation history), recreation, and

local repositories.

tourism developments including settlement history

Loss of historic structures and sites due to new
development and redevelopment. Because there is no

and early pioneer life. However, many other stories
have not been captured.

inventory and no regulations or incentives for

Philanthropic

resources

remain

untapped.

protection, historic structures and archeological sites

Community members have noted that philanthropic

are routinely lost to redevelopment.

donors would be available for historic preservation
efforts, but without staffing and organizational
structure they remain untapped.

Ketchum, 1900: Photo credit –The Community Library Center for Regional History
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Former Guyer Hot Springs Resort - Photo credit –The Community Library Center for Regional History

Desired Outcomes
Desired outcomes are the intended result of our planning efforts. Each desired outcome includes several
active policy statements that will guide future decision-making.

A. Historic Preservation Tools
Desired Outcome: Historic preservation is valued, not as a map for our future, but as a way of
connecting with our heritage and as a tool for land use planning, economic development and
heritage tourism opportunities.
A-1.

Promote the thematic elements of local history including native American history, mining, logging, farming
and ranching, early ski and recreational development and forest service structures and landscapes. Protect
this heritage and these landscapes wherever possible.

A-2.

Consider creating an inventory of Blaine County historic resources, beginning with areas having the most
development pressure. Record and preserve the inventory, and develop a database, for research purposes.

A-3.

Develop regulatory tools that encourage responsibility in archeological and historic sensitive land areas,
including adaptive re-use of historic structures. Explore the ability to link SHPO database information to
parcels subject to demolition, development or redevelopment.
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A-4.

Continue to partner with organizations to achieve important preservation accomplishments, such as multicomponent (prehistoric and early American) Rock Creek Ranch.

A-5.

Support special events that highlight our heritage.

B. Organizations and Partnerships
Desired Outcome: Processes are created that promote unified efforts toward achieving
meaningful historic preservation goals.
B-1:

Consider creating a countywide volunteer board tasked with preserving, protecting and promoting Blaine
County history and providing staff resources to assist the Board in accomplishing these goals. Include a
public educational component in the work plan.


Establish regular coordination and collaboration meetings with other historic preservation
organizations in the County.



Coordinate with federal agencies and the private sector to explore the creation of historic districts such
as Pettit Lake recreational cabins and Easley summer home areas, Ernest Hemingway places of interest,
and mining districts such as the Little Wood River (Muldoon townsite and charcoal kilns).



Partner with the US Forest Service and the BLM to protect archeological sites, traditional cultural
properties and historic sites and structures on federally managed lands. Develop, where appropriate,
educational materials to educate the public on the history of these assets.

B-2:

Consider becoming a Certified Local Government in order to take advantage of grant opportunities and
other resources.

B-3:

Continue to fund the Blaine County Museum as a key collection of historic artifacts, and as an asset to both
the local community and the tourist economy. Support the Museum in achieving their building preservation
fund and/or expansion goals.

B-4:

Consult, when appropriate, Tribal members regarding areas of concern such as treaty rights for fishing and
hunting locales, sacred sites, and traditional cultural properties. Consider these in development review of
projects where these concerns are known to be significant.

(Subarea pages to be inserted following Desired Outcomes.)

A crowd gathers at the Hailey Parade: Photo credit –The
Community Library Center for Regional History
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APPENDIX

Historic Preservation Framework
National
For federally managed lands, a series of laws beginning with the Antiquities Act of 1906 as amended govern the
protection of archeological sites and historic properties. The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as
amended, provides the basis for historic preservation at the state level and on federally managed lands including
private land holdings that require a federal permit or funding. Section 106 of the NHPA covers a broad range of
projects including construction, renovation, repair, or rehabilitation; ground disturbances, and changes to the area’s
visual character.
Two other key acts that protect cultural values on federally managed lands are the Archaeological Resources
Protection Act (ARPA) of 1979, as amended and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA) of 1990, as amended. Both ARPA and NAGPRA aim to protect archaeological sites from damage from
illegal activities and the treatment, repatriation, and disposition of Native American human remains and related
sacred items. The variety of federal legislation has resulted in strong management and protection plans for cultural
resources identified on federal lands.
For private property, the National Park Service, on behalf of the Federal government manages the National Register
of Historic Places, (NRHP) an official list of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects deemed worthy of

preservation for their historical significance. While National Register listings are mostly symbolic, their
recognition of significance provides some financial incentive (primarily tax incentives) to owners of listed
properties. Protection of the property is not guaranteed. During the nomination process, the property is
evaluated in terms of the four criteria for inclusion on the NRHP; Criteria A-D. Criterion A requires the historic
property to have an association with an event significant in history. Criterion B relates to historic properties
that portray the lives of persons significant in our past. Criterion C is a category for distinctive characteristic
of a type, style or period, method of construction, or the work of a master. Criterion D recognizes historic
properties that have yielded or have the potential to yield important information about prehistory and history.
Historic properties under the NRHP are categorized under one of five types: buildings, sites, objects, structures
and districts. Successful listing on the National Register does not affect private use of the property, including
remodeling, and even demolition.

State
Idaho has multiple laws protecting historical, cultural, architectural, and Native American sites on state and private
land. See Appendix for complete Statute references.

Idaho State Historical Society and Idaho State Historic Preservation Office
The Idaho State Historic Preservation Office encourages the preservation, documentation, and use of cultural
resources and educates the public about the importance of Idaho’s cultural heritage. The Office is staffed by trained
historic preservation professionals who assist in the nomination of sites to the National Register of Historic Places
and manage the Certified Local Government Program.
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Tribal Historic Preservation Office
There are five federally recognized tribes with reservation lands in Idaho; the Couer’d’Alene, the Kootenai Tribe of
Idaho, the Nez Perce, the Shoshone-Bannock, and the Shoshone-Paiute. Under Section 101(d) of the National
Historic Preservation Act each tribal government can designate a Tribal Historic Preservation Office and establish a
Tribal historic preservation program. At this time, the Nez Perce and Coeur d’Alene Tribes have Offices. The
Shoshone-Bannock have an active Language and Cultural Preservation Program headquartered out of their Fort
Hall Office.

Idaho Heritage Trust
The Idaho Heritage Trust is a license-plate endowment program that provides grants and technical assistance to
local governments in preservation efforts. This program helped preserve the unique stained-glass windows in
Hailey’s Emmanuel Episcopal Church.

Preservation Idaho
Preservation Idaho is a statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting Idaho’s heritage, with a focus on
Boise. The place efforts on barn preservation and have several southern Idaho tours. Several barns in Blaine County
could be eligible for preservation efforts, although more information is needed to make a determination. Wellknown barns in Blaine County include the Galena Cowboy Barn, Sun Valley Barn, Reinheimer Barn and Rock Creek
Ranch Barn.

Special Historical Notes
(The following paragraphs are by John W. Lundin, john@johnwlundin.com )

RAILROAD INTO THE WOOD RIVER VALLEY
In 1881, Union Pacific decided to build a connection from its transcontinental line to the Northwest. It was still
operating under its original 1864 charter from Congress that only authorized it to build a rail line from Omaha,
Nebraska to California. It incorporated a subsidiary in Wyoming, to build its Northwest connection, by the “shortest
route to Portland,” and named it the Oregon Short Line Railroad (OSL). Between May 1881, and November 1884, a
new line was built from U.P.’s main line at Granger, Wyoming, through the Snake River Basin in Idaho, connecting
at Huntington, Oregon, to a line being built east from Portland by Henry Villard’s Oregon Railroad and Navigation
Company. The Wood River Branch was built from Shoshone to Hailey between 1882 and May 1883, to access the
Valley’s mines. Hailey was its intended terminus, but in 1884, the line was extended to the Philadelphia Smelter
located north of Ketchum, to provide direct train access to the facility that processed most of the ore mined in the
Valley and surrounding mining districts.
The Oregon Short Line remained a subsidiary of the Union Pacific until the 1920s, when it was integrated into Union
Pacific, and OSL routes became Union Pacific routes.

19 | C h a p t e r 9 - S p e c i a l A r e a s a n d S i t e s

KETCHUM AREA MINING
Ketchum was one of several mining communities established in 1880, as the silver rush brought thousands of miners
into the Wood River Valley seeking their fortunes. The city was named after David Ketchum, who explored the area
in 1879. The Philadelphia Smelter opened just north of the town in fall 1881, on a bench where Warm Springs Creek
enters the Big Wood River. It cost $500,000 provided by investors from Philadelphia, and became the ore processing
center of the Wood River Valley and surrounding mining districts. Ore was hauled by Ketchum Fast Freight ore
wagons to the smelter for processing from the mines around Challis over Trail Creek summit, from the Sawtooth
Valley over Galena Summit, and from the Smoky mining districts over Dollarhide Summit. The Oregon Short Line
Railroad was extended from Hailey directly into to the Philadelphia Smelter in 1884. Mining in the Valley shut down
during the International Silver Depression that lasted from 1888 to 1898. A local newspaper said the Wood River
Valley was “deader than a lime fossil.” Although some mining was restarted in the 1900s, the industry never reached
the levels of the glory days of the 1880s.

HAILEY’S CROY CANYON
Canyons outside Wood River Valley cities played important historic roles as transportation corridors, mine locations
and water sources. The road through Croy Canyon (originally called “Croy’s Canyon”), west of Hailey, was the main
connection between the Wood River Valley, Camas Prairie and points west. Food from Camas Prairie, delivered
through Croy Canyon, sustained valley residents. The canyon was the location of a number of important mines (Red
Elephant, Croesus, Mayflower, Camas Gold Belt); now abandoned mining towns, Bullion (at the head of Bullion
Gulch), Gilman (at the mouth of Bullion Gulch), the Gold Belt townsite, and Doniphan (in the Camas Gold Belt); and
farms and ranches. In 1887, plans were made to build the Gold Belt Railroad from the Oregon Short Line depot in
Hailey, through Croy Canyon to the Canyon’s mining towns, then continuing to Camas Prairie and possibly the
Smoky Mining Districts. Beginning in 1881, Hailey Hot Springs Resort in Democrat Gulch attracted residents and
tourists for medicinal treatments and recreation, and provided hot water for Hailey’s Alturas Hotel. In the early
1880s, Dr. Miller’s hospital, located near the springs, used the “invigorative and curative qualities” of its water to
treat patients. Hailey Hot Springs was developed into a major destination resort in the late 1880s, lasting until the
hotel burned down in 1899.

BELLEVUE’S CANYONS - MULDOON AND GALENA GULCH
Bellevue, known as the “Gate City” of the Wood River Valley during its silver rush days, was supported by two
canyons.
Galena Gulch, one mile west of Bellevue, is where the discovery of galena ore (an amalgam of silver, lead and zinc)
in October 1879, began the silver rush that brought thousands of prospectors into the Wood River Valley. Two of
the valley’s most productive mines, the Minnie Moore and Queen of the Hills, located in Galena Gulch, produced
between $10 and $15 million in ore. In 1884, English investors bought the Minnie Moore for $500,000, and in 1892,
a British company planned to acquire the Queen and additional properties for 235,000 English Pounds. The miner’s
strike of 1884-85, took place over attempts of Galena Gulch mine owners to reduce wages from $3.50 to $3 a day.
Muldoon, in the Little Wood Valley 18 miles northeast of Bellevue, prospered during the silver boom beginning in
1881. In April 1882, the investors who owned the Philadelphia Smelter in Ketchum built a smelter in Muldoon that
included two 40-ton smelters and an electric light system like its Ketchum sibling. Muldoon was supplied from
Bellevue over Brown & Campbell’s stage road, and by a wagon road to the railhead in Blackfoot in Eastern Idaho.
At its peak, Muldoon had a population of about 1,500, with a livery stable, stores, saloons, houses and a hotel.
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BELLEVUE TRIANGLE
Bellevue Triangle is the area south of Bellevue between the Big Wood River/Highway 75 and Gannett Road, north
of Highway 20. Goodale’s Cutoff, an alternate route of the Oregon Trail, ran in the south part of the triangle through
Camas Prairie, rejoining the main trail at Rattlesnake Station (Mountain Home). The intersection of Highways 75
and 20, is known as Timmerman Junction, named after John Timmerman, an early settler. In the early 1880s, there
was a stage stop at Timmerman junction for John Hailey’s Utah, Idaho and Oregon Stage Company, that connected
the Wood River Valley to the transcontinental railroad at Kelton, Utah, and Boise. The area north of Timmerman
junction, known as Spring Creek, was the first part of the Wood River Valley settled by farmers because of the
abundance of water and good land. Farms there provided food to towns in the valley. John Hailey, for whom the
town of Hailey is named, had a homestead just south of Highway 20, east of Stanton Crossing where Highway 20
crossed the Big Wood River. In 1884, the Brown brothers dug a canal from a point south of Hailey that brought
10,000 inches of water from the Big Wood River to Bellevue and their farms in the Triangle. It has been known as
the Brown Brothers and Miner Ditch, the Miller Packard ditch, and the Cove Canal. The Bellevue Triangle has been
crisscrossed by irrigation canals in modern times.

SILVER CREEK AND PICABO
Silver Creek, located south of the Bellevue triangle, is fed by a network of artesian springs with water originating
from the Big Lost River. Its slow-moving water has a nearly constant year-around temperature, providing a nearly
perfect habitat for trout and the aquatic insects on which they feed, and the surrounding wetlands attract a variety
of water fowl. Silver Creek has long been a favorite of fishermen and bird hunters.
The town of Picabo, located near Silver Creek, was formed by the Kilpatrick brothers, railroad contractors who built
the Wood River Branch of the Oregon Short Line Railroad from Shoshone to Hailey in 1882 - 1883. They established
a work camp halfway between Shoshone and Hailey, where Picabo was later located, and used 3,000 men to build
the track in both directions at the same time. In 1883, the Kilpatricks obtained land for a ranch through which Silver
Creek flowed, where a railroad station was established called Picabo, a Minnesota Indian word meaning shining
water or bright shining water. In 1917, the Kilpatricks, formed the Picabo Land Company to sell parts of their ranch,
a town was platted, and 4,000 acres of land was offered at $70 per acre, including water rights, in a Land Opening
held on July 17, 1917.
Sun Valley acquired two ranches on Silver Creek in 1940 and 1941, forming the Sun Valley Ranch for use by its
guests. In 1976, Sun Valley’s next owner, Bill Janss, sold the 479-acre area to the Nature Conservancy and the Silver
Creek Preserve was established. The Preserve was expanded, and by 2017, the Conservancy owned 851 acres along
Silver Creek and protected 12,600 acres through conservation easements acquired from neighboring farms. Silver
Creek remains a treasure for the Sun Valley area as an outdoor resource.

CRATERS OF THE MOON
Craters of the Moon National Monument was established on May 2, 1924, by U.S. President Calvin Coolidge, to
"preserve the unusual and weird volcanic formations". It is located in the Snake River Plain, a volcanic area created
by a series of cataclysmic caldera-forming eruptions starting around 15 million years ago. Craters of the Moon was
caused by a migrating hotspot, now located under Yellowstone Caldera in Yellowstone National Park. This hot spot
was under the Craters of the Moon area 10 to 11 million years ago, but as the North American Plate migrated
southwestward, it ended up under Yellowstone. The oldest flows in the Craters of the Moon Lava Field are 15,000
years old, and the youngest about 2000 years, according to USGS geologists, but the volcanic fissures at Craters of
the Moon are considered to be dormant, not extinct, and are expected to erupt in less than a thousand years.
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